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Purgry-sixTH CONGRESS, Ist Session. 


viving partner of C. M. Strader & Co., and that the 
rred back again to the Court of Claims. 


DISABLED ARMY OFFICERS. 
\fr, BONHAM, by unanimous consent intro- 
1}, bill to retire disabled officers of the Army, 
was read a first and second time, and re- 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


be rele 


ferred 


Mr. JONES demanded the regular order of | 


SS. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


hit 


The House proceeded to the regular order of | 


ioeness, being the consideration of the amend- 


sont of the Senate to the civil appropriation | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore stated the pending 
-stion to be on agreeing to the following amend- 


nt, reported by the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, to the third amendment | 


the Senate: 

trike out the Senate amendment as amended by the 
House, and insert in lieu thereof, the following : 

For the extension of Treasury building, $450,000. 

On this amendment the yeas and nays had been 
ordé re d. e Fi ; : 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 73, nays 70; as follows: 


VvEAS—Messrs.Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, | 


Ashley, Barr, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Blake, Briggs, 
Buthi 





G 
A. Howard. Hughes, Humphrey, Junkin, Kenyon, DeWitt 
C. Leach, Loomis, Marston, MeKean, Millward, Moor- 
head, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Niblack, Palmer, Perry, 
Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Potter, Rice, Christopher Robinson, 
Rovee, Sedgwick, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, James A. 
Stewart, William) Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, 
Train, Underwood, Verree, Cadwalader ©. Washburn, El 
lia B. Washburne, [srael Washburn, and Webster—73. 
NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Babbitt, Bonham, Brabson, Brayton, Bristow, 
Carter, Clopton, Cobb, Colfax, Curry, H. Winter Davis, 
Join G. Davis, Dawes, Duell, English, Gilmer, Graham, 
Hardeman, J. Morrison Uarris, John T. Harris, Hatton, 
Helmick, William Howard, Hutchins, Jones, Francis W. 
Kellogg, Killinger, Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, 
Lee, Love, Maclay, Mallory, Maynard, McPherson, Me- 
Queen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Laban T. Moore, Syden 
aim Moore, Nelson, Nixon, Pendleton, Porter, Pryor, 


Quarles, Reagan, Ruffin, Sherman,William Smith, William | 


N.H. Smith, Stevens, Stokes, ‘Taylor, Thomas, Tompkins, 
Trimble, Vallandigham, Vanee, Vandever, Van Wyck, 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Wright—70. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. CASE stated that Mr. Kineore had paired 
off with Mr. Keirr. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE announced that he had | 
paired off on thisamendment with Mr. Keivoae, | 
of Iilinois, who would have voted for the amend- || 


ment, while he (Mr. Erneripeée) would have 
voted against it. 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the amendment to the 
amendment was agreed to; and 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

_ ‘The amendment of the Senate, as amended, was 
then concurred in. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote 


by whiclt the amendment was concurred in; and | 


also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table, 


lhe latter motion was agreed to. 


Fifth amendment of the Senate, (on which a 
Separate vote had been demanded:) 

To pay for labor on, and materials furnished for, the 
Capitol extension, $153,601 74; and to enable the superin- 
teudent to take care of ihe marble which has been deliv 
tea, and of the shops occupied, and to lay the marble 


ere 


fl 
£12 9 es . : - : . 
oS 920 5 and for contingencies of the Capitol extension, 
§2.900, making $204,821 74. 


Mr. QUARLES demanded the yeas and nays. 
he yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. SPAULDING demanded tellers. 
lellers were ordered; and Messrs. QUARLEsS, 
and Howarp of Ohio, were appointed. 
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tion, Burch, Burnhain, Butterfield, Campbell, Horace | 

F. Clark, Corwin, Covode, Burton Craige, Delano, Dunn, | 

Edwards, Eliot, Perry, Florence, Foster, Frank, French, | 
‘), Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Hoard, Houston, William 


also moved to lay | 


Oring Of the porticoes, and to pay for the bronze doors, | 


| works of illustrative art, 





| by the President May 15, 1859. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 1860. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes ninety-six, noes not counted, 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in. 

Sixth amendment: 

For the prosecution of the work on the Capitol extension 


during the fiscal year ending theg0th June, 1861, the sum 
of $300,000. 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union recommended a concurrence in the amend- | 


ment, with an amendment to add at the end 
thereof, as follows: 

Provided, That none of the money hereby appropriated 
shall be expended tor decoration or embellishment of the 
Capitol extension, or for sculpture or paintings, or other 
unless the designs tor the same 
shall have been approved by the art commission appointed 
But nothing berein pro 
vided shall be so construed as to interfere with the coim- 
pletion of works already begun by Crawtord and Rogers. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. What do 
the Committee of Ways and Means recommend 
in relation to this amendment? 

Mr. SHERMAN. They recommended non- 
concurrence, 

Wh . 

The amendment to the Senate amendment was 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on the Senate amend- 
ment, as amended. 

Mr. GILMER called for the yeas and nays. 
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Mr. QUARLES called for tellers on the yeas 


and nays. 

‘Tellers were not ordered. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment of the Senate, as amended, was 
concurred j:.—ayes 80, noes 30. 

Seventh amendment: 

To enable the superintedent of the Capitol extension to 
purchase trom Rice & Heebner thirty-four monolithic col 
ums, at the price specified in their supplemental contract 
of Mareh 39, 1854, the marble for said coluinns to be ap 


|} prove iby the said superintendent, the sum of $47,600: Pro 
t ; I 3 


vided, ‘That no part of the suin appropriated for the proseeu 


| tion of the work shall be applied to the purchase of marble 


columms. 

This amendment, before the previous question 
was called, Mr. Harris, of Maryland, had moved 
to amend by adding as follows: 


Provided further, That the material of said columns shall 
be American marble. 


Mr. BONHAM. 


contract 


I desire to ask whether this 
is recommended by the Secretary of 


War? 
Mr. PHELPS. It is not. 
Mr. BOTELER. [I call for the yeas and nays 


| upon the amendment to the amendment. 


The yeas and hays were not ord red. 
The amendment to the S« 
aereed to. 


nate amendment was 


New Senies..... No. 197, 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 81, nays 80; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Aldrich, Alley, Willian 
C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Francis P. Blair, Blake, 
brabson, Brayton, Buffiuton, Burlingame, Burnham, But 
tertield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Corwin, Covode, H.Win- 
ter Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Ferry, 
Florence, Foster, Frank, French, Gooeh, Graham, Grow, 
Gurley; Hale, Hail, J. Morrison Harris, Helmick, Hutchins, 
Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, 
DeWitt C. Leach, Longnecker, Loomis, Marston, McKean, 
MeKnight, MeRae, Millward, Laban 'T. Moore, Moorhead, 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, Nixon, Palmer, Perry, 
Potter, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Royee, Sherman, Stan- 
ton, Stevens, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, 
‘Tompkins, ‘Trimble, Verree, Wade, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burn, Elliiu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Webster, 
Wilson, Windom, and Wood—k1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles fF. Adams, Allen, Ashmore, 
Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Beale, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, 
Bonham, Boteler, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Burch, Burnett, 
Horace F. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Colfax, Burton Craige, 
Crawtord, Curry, Curtis, John G. Davis, Ely, English, Bth- 
eridge, Hardeman, John 'T. Harris, Hatton, Hoard, Houston, 
Willian Howard,William A. Howard, Hughes, Humphrey, 
Jones, Killinger, Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, Love, 
Maclay, Mallory, Maynard, McPherson, McQueen, Miles, 
Millson, Sydenham Moore, Nelson, Niblack, Pendleton, 
Peyton, Phelps, Porter, Pryor, Pugh, Quarles, Ruffin, Sedg 
wick, William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Spaulding, 
Spinner, Stallworth, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Stokes, 
Thomas, Train, Underwood, Vatlandigham, Vanee, Van- 
dever, Van Wyck, Wells, Winslow, and Wright—80, 


So the amendment of the Senate, as amended, 
was concurred in, 

Twenty-fourth amendment: 

Reduce the appropriation from $60,000 to $40,000 in the 
following clause of the bill: 

or collection of agricultural statistics, investigations 
for promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the pro- 
curement of euttings and seeds, $60,000: Provided, how- 
ever, That in the expenditure of this appropriation, and 
especially in the selection of cuttings and seeds for distrl- 
bution, due regard shall be had to the purposes of general 
cultivation, aud the encouragemeut of the agricultural and 
rural interests of all parts of the United States. . 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union recommended non-concurrence. 

Mr. ASHLEY called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PHELPS asked for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Houston, 


/ and Ke.xoce of lilinois, were appointed. 


Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the amendment to the amendment was 
adopted; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS called for the yeas and nays on 
concurring in the amendment of the Senate, as 
amended, 


Mr. BONHAM called for tellers on the yeas 


| and nays. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Pue.ps and 
Carter Were appointed, 

The House divided; and the 
ayes 34, noes 74. 

“So (one fifth having voted in the 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York. I am satisfied 
that that amendment has been improperly. re- 
ported, As it reads, itcontradicts itself. ylt ro- 
vides that the columns shall be purchased, and it 
srovides that they shall not be purchased. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
state that the provision that no partof the appro- 
priation for the prosecution of the work shall be 
applied to the purchase of marble columns, he 
presumes, refers to the sixth amendment of the 
Senate. 

Mr. PHELPS. Itisnot for us to construe the 
Senate amendments. 


tellers reported— 


aflirmative) 


| Marston, 


They are reported as sep- || 


ll 


The House divided? and the tellers reported— 
yeas 73, nays 90; ds follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Barr, Beale, Bonham, Branch, 
Briggs, Bristow, Burnett, Burnham, Horace F, Clark, Clop 
ton, Cobb, Corwin, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Jolin 
G. Davis, Delano, English, Etheridge, Ferry, Grow, Hall, 
Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hill, Houston, Hium- 
phrey, Jones, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, Killinger, 
Landrum, Leake, Loomis, Love, Maclay, McKean, Me- 
Queen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Sydenham Moore, Edward 
Joy Morris, Peyton, Phelps, Potter, Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, 
Royee, Ruflin, Singleton, William Smith, Stallworth, Stan 
ton, Stevens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Stokes, Tay 
lor, Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Van Wyck, Ver- 
ree, Winslow, and Wright—73. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clhiaries F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, 
Ashley abbitt, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 3S. 
Blair, Blake, Boteler, Brabson, Brayton, Buffingyn, Burch, 
Burlingame, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Colfax, 
Covode, Curtis, Dawes, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Florence, Foster, Frank, French, Gilmer, Gooeh, Grahan, 
Hale, Hehmick, Lloard, William Howard, William A. How 
ard, Hughes, Hutchins, Junkin, William Kellogg, DeWitt 
C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Mallory, 
Maynard, MeKnight, MePherson, Laban 'T. 
Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Netson, Niblack, Nixon, Olin, 
Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Quarles, Rice, 
Christopher Robinson, Sherman, William N. H. Simith, 
Spaulding, Spinner, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, 
Theaker, ‘Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vance, Vandever, 
Wade, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff!—90. 


So the House non-concurred in the amendment 
of the Senate. 











‘Twenty-seventh amendment of the Senate: 

For completing the printing, binding, and publishing one 
thousand copies of the papers of James Madison, under the 
direction and control of the Joint Committee on the Library 
of Congress, $2,000; and the said committee are hereby 
authorized to contractor the printing and binding of thé 
same with such person or persons as they may think proper 
to employ. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union recom- 
mend a concurrence in the amendment 

The amendment was concurred in 
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Twenty-cighth amendment of the Senate: 

Strike out the following: . 

“Sec, 2. And he it further enacted, That the sum ot 
$30,000, heretotore appropriated by act of 3d March, 1559, 
for the purpose of repairs and incidental expenses to the 
lighit-house at Oswego, and buildings connected therewith, 
and which remains unexpended, may be used and applied 
for repairing and securing and protecting the pier connected 
with the ligut-hots« », New York, so as to pre 
vent the destruction of said light house and pier.” 


The SPE A K eR pro te mpore ° 
recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


ai (ewes 


‘The committee 


Thirty-cighth amendment of the Senate: 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the contract made 
with Gales & Seaton, under the ninetecnuth section of the 
“ Act making appropriations for sundry civil expenses ot 
the Government, tor the year ending the 30th of Jone, 1859,” 
approved He 12th of June, 1508, tor the publication of a 
continuation of the American State Papers, be so modi 
fied as Lo require the publishers to detray all the expenses 
of selecting, compiling, and arranging the documents proper 
to be included in that work; also the expenses of binding, 
and of all cngraving on copper, steel, and wood, and tor 
lithographing, which may be considered necessary by the 
Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House of Repre 
sentatives, together with the expenses ot preparing full and 
proper indexes foreach volume.and a general index of the 
whole work, including the volumes contained in the first 
series, and all other contingent or incidental expenses whiat- 
soever attending such publication. And, moreover, that 
the price to be allowed to the publishers tor said work shall 
be fifteen per centum less per volume than the average 
price per volume paid forthe first series of the same, printed 
under the act of March 2, 1831. And the said volumes 
shall be delivered to the Seeretary of the Interior as the 
same may be completed, Who shall place three hundred 
copies in the Department of State for its use, and for ex 
change with foreign Governments, and seven hundred cop- 
tes in his own Department tor distribution to public libra 
ries in the several States and ‘Territories, and hold the 
residue of the copies in his custody, subject to the further 
order of Congress. And the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby directed to pay the publishers of the said work, at 
the rate per volume above mentioned, out of any money 
in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated, as the same 
may be delivered to the Seeretary of the Interior, and on 
his certificate of delivery; and so much of the aforesaid 
nineteenth section of the act of June 12, 1858, as is incon 
sistent with this act, be, and the same is hereby, repealed : 
Provided, That the volumes shallaverage not less than one 
thousand pages. r 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
recommend a 
with the following proviso: 


The committee 


Provided further, That the whole amount ¢ xpended in 
the publication of these volumes shall not exceed $340,000. 


Mr. PHELPS. 
mitted by the 
Ways and Means? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


Was not an amendment sub- 


No, sir. I merely sug- 


chairman of the Committee of 


concurrence in the amendment, | 


gested that the whole thing should be non-con- | 


curred in. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed | 


to; and the question then recurred on concurring 
in the amendment of the Senate, as amended. 

Mr. CRAWFORD demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr.BONHAM. I should like to know whether 
any of these books are to be distributed among 
the members of the present Congress ? 

Several Mempens. They are not. 

Mr. BONHAM. Then I will vote against the 
amendment. 

Mr. PETTIT. By the bill which passed the 
House @iring the last week, and which is now 
pending in the Senate, there is a proposition for 
the distribution of these books within each con- 
gressional district, on the designation of members. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate is not in 
order. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 90, nays 67, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles FP. Adams, Green Adams, Ald 


rich, Aliey, William ©. Anderson, Bingham, Samuel 8. 
Blair, Biake, Boteler, Brabson, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, 
Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, 
Carter, Corwin, Covode, Curtis, I. Winter Davis, Dawes, 
Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fenton, Florence, Foster, 
Frank, Gilmer, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, 
J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Hatton, tlelmick, Hill, Wil- 
liam A. Howard, Hughes, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 
William Kellogg, Kenyon, Longnecker, Marston, Moynard, 
MeKean, McPherson, McRae, Millward, Laban 'T. Moore, 
Moorhead, Morrill, Nelson, Niblack, Olin, Pettit, Potter, 


Pryor, Rice, Christopher Robinson, Sedgwick, William N. | 


H. Smith, Spaulding, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, 
Tappan, Theaker, Train, Vallandtgham, Vance, Verree, 
Wade. Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elliha B. Washburne, 
Israel] Washburn, Webster, Wilson, Windom, Winslow, 
Wood, and Woodrutl—9v., 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Ashley,Ashmore, Avery, Babbitt, 


Barksdale, Barr, Beale, Prancis P. Blair, Bonham, Branch, | 
Burch, Burnett, Carey, Clopton, Cobb, Colfax, Burton | 


Craige, Crawford, Curry, Jolin G. Davis, Delano, Dunn, 
Farnsworth, Ferry, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hoard, 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


ject ! Object ch 


Houston, Willtam Howard, Hutchins, Jones, Killinger, 
Landrum, DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Leake. 
Loomis, Maclay, Miles, Millson, Pendleton, Pc rry, Pey 
ton, Phelps, Porter, Pugh, Quaries, Reagan, Ruflin, Sher 
man, Singleton, William Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, Ste 
venson, James A. Stewart, Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, ‘omp 
kins, ‘Trimble, Underwood, Vandever, VanWyck, Wells, 
and Wright—67. 

So the amendment of the Senate, as amended, 
was concurred in, 

During the vote, 

Mr. LOVE stated that he was paired with Mr. 
THAver until to-morrow. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH stated that he was paired 


with his colleague, Mr. Locawy, but that he un- | 


derstood that Mr. Locan,as well as himself, was 
opposed to the amendment, and he would there- 
fore vote in the negative. 
The vote was announced as above recorded. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. That finishes the 
amendments of the Senate upon which separate 
votes have been asked. 


Mr. SHERMAN. ‘There are several members 


who desire to address the House, and as we have | 
now gotthrough with the public business, I move || 


OBE. 


ii 


that the rules be suspended and the House re- } 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of the Union, for general debate. 
SHELDON M KNIGHT. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. 1 hope the 
gentleman from Ohio will yield to me for a mo- 
ment before he insists on his motion to go into 
committee. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I withhold my motion, to 
hear the gentleman’s proposition. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House be discharged from 


the further consideration of Senate bill No. 30, | 


and that it be put on its passage. [Cries of ** Ob- | 


‘Then | move to suspend the 
rules, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
reconsider the vote by which the Senate amend- 
ments were concurred in; and I move that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 


Mr. McRAE. 


I move to |) 


I move to reconsider the vote | 


by which the seventh Senate amendment, in ref- | 
| erence to the monolithic marble columns, was 


concurred in, 


Mr. PHELPS. 


I hold that any gentleman, 


under the motion of the gentleman from Hlinois, | 


has a right to call for a separate vote to recon- 
sider on any of the Senate amendments. 


| of the Senate, 





June 1g 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michiean._ 


motion to discharge the committee. 
Mr. JONES. I object. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. 1 moye 
to suspend the rules. 1 again make that moti 
Mr. BURNETT. I move that the a 
now adjourn; and on that motion I d 
yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was taken; and the House 
fused to adjourn. 7 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The questi 


rs Uon jis 
upon the motion to suspend the rules for ? 











I insist On my 


Hous: Co 
‘Mand th, 


the Nur- 


er of discharging the Committee of the Who 


Louse from the further consideration of tho | 
No. 30, for the relief of Shela, 
McKnight. oe 
Mr. BRANCH. 
upon the motion. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I trust that the Motion ¢, 
suspend the rules will be permitted to lic over yy, 
til to-morrow, in order that we may finish +), 
appropriation bill now, so that it may be nt te 
the Senate. ’ " 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
consent it can be done. 
Mr. BURNETT. I will not object, if you wil 
order the yeas and nays first. 
Mr. SHERMAN. We will give you the yeas 
and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I now ask that the ques 


tion be laid over informally, that we may finish 
up our action upon the civil appropriation bill, 

No objection was made; and the motion was 
laid over accordingly. 

Mr. McRAE. [| now call up my motien to r- 
consider the vote by which the ‘amendment in 
reference to the monolithic columns was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 demand the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will it be in order 
to have read a letter upon that subject from the 


I demand the yeas and nave 


Jer ani 
2y unanimous 


| Secretary of War? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then I with- || 
draw the motion I have made; and I now move |! ""§ : j \ A 
° . || Bingham, Franeis P. Blair, Samuel 8S. Blair, Blake, Brab 
| son, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Buttertield, 


to reconsider the vote by which the thirty-eighth 
amendment of the Senate, in regard to the State 
Papers, was concurred in; and move that the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
the gentleman from Mississippi will take prece- 
dence. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


I rise to a ques- 


The motion of 


tion of order. ‘he floor was assigned to the gen- | 


tleman from Michigan, [Mr. mies oeral who 
moved that the Committee of the Whole House 
be discharged from the further consideration of a 
certain Senate bill. Objection was made, and he 
moved to suspend the rules. I make the point 


' that, pending that motion, it is not in order to do 


more than entera motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tains the point of order raised by the gentleman 
from Ohio. The motion to reconsider made by 
the géntleman from Mississippi, and the motion 
to reconsider made by the gentleman from Illinois, 
will be entered. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope that gentlemen will 
withdraw the motions to reconsider, so that this 
bill may be allowed to go to a committee of con- 
ference, which cannot be done while they are 
pending. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. To facilitate 
the business of the House, I withdraw the motion 
to reconsider. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I now insist 
on my motion vo suspend the rules, in order to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole House 
from the further consideration of Senate bill No. 


| 20, for the relief of Sheldon McKnight. 


Mr. PHET PS. 1] object to taking that bill up 


until we have disposed of the public business, | 


The public business ought to be disposed of be- 


| fore we go to the business of private claimants. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Unless a letter upon 
the other side be read also, I object. 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 93, nays 70; as follows: 

YEAS—Messis. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald 
rich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Beale, 


Campbell, Carey, Carter, Corwin, Covode, H. Winter 
Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, Gilmer, Gooc 


| Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, J. Morrison Harris, 
| Haskin, Helmick, William A. Howard, Hutchins, Junkin, 


| Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg 


gz, Kenyon, DeWitt C 
Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Marston, McKean, Ve 


| Knight, Millward, Laban 'T. Moore, Moorhead, Mortill, 


The Chair sus- |! 





Edward Joy Morris, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, 
Potter, Riee, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Willian 
Stewart, Tappan, Tompkins, Trimble, Van Wyck, Verree, 
Wade, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. W ashburne, 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and Woodrufi—vs. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, 
Barr, Bocock, Bonham, Boteler, Boyce, Branch, Brigg 
Bristow, Burch, Burnett, Horace F. Clark, Clopton, ooo, 
Colfax, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, John G. Davis, 
Hardeman, John 'T’. Harris, Hatton, Hill, Hoard, Houston, 
William Howard, Hughes, Jones, Killinger, Kunkel, La! 
drum, James M. Leach, Leake, Maclay, Maynard, MePhet- 
son, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Sydenham Moor, 
Nelson, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Porter, Pryor 
Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Ruflin, Sickles, Singleton, Wil- 
liam N.H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, James A, Stew- 
art, Stokes, ‘Thomas, Train, Underwood, Vaflandighal, 
Vance, Webster, Winslow, and Wright—70. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

During the vote, ; 

Mr. BARKSDALE stated that his colleagues 
Mr. Davis, was not able, from ill-health, to atten 
the evening sessions of the House. ss 

Mr. FRENCH stated that he was paired oil 
with Mr. Smirn, of Virginia. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Inow mov' 
to reconsider the vote by which the House _ 
curred in the Senate amendment in regard (0 f 
publication of the American State Papers; &" 
move to lay that motion on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. a ft 

And then, on motion of Mr. SHERMAN, (# 
ten o’clock,) the House adjourned. 
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1860 

—. IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, June 19, 1860. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. Dr. Gurvey. 

On motion of Mr. WADE, and by unanimous 

the reading of the Journal was dispensed 


consent, 


ith. 
? PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of 


Francis Munks and Susan Munks, praying com- | 


“epsation for damage to their private rights b 
WSC ° . ~ 
the erection of a free bridge by the United States 


at a point where they had previously established 


a ferry under a grant from the Choctaw Indians; || 
r ferred to the Committee on Military | 


which was relerre 
Affairs and Militia. 


He also presented a preamble and resolution of | 


the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Com- 
nany, in favor of an extension of the time allowed 
‘or the completion of that road; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr HEMPHILL presented the petition of E. 
Pp. Hunt, agent for underwriters at New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, and New Orleans, at Gal- 
yeston, Texas, praying that the expense of keep- 
ing a light-vessel near Galveston bar may be re- 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. POWELL presented a petition of manu- 
facturers and importers of Charlestown and Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, praying that the duty on steel 
may not be increased; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GWLN presented a petition of dealers in 
iron and steel in Boston, Massachusetts, praying 
that the duty on steel may not be increased; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


PRINTING OF A DOCUMENT. 
On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Richard W. Meade, in 
relation to the claim of his father, R. W. Meade, deceased, 
be printed. 


JOSIAIL ATKINS. 


I move to take up House bill 
No. 365. It will not take any time, and is a mer- 
ltorlous CAaSec. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 
No. 365) for the relief of Josiah Atkins, of Ohio, 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
) cause to be issued to Josiah Atkins, of the 
iate of Ohio, a bounty land warrant for one hun- 
dred and sixty acres in lieu of warrant No. 54893, 


Mr. WADE. 


lt 
t 
S 


issued to him under the act of March 3, 1855, || 


which was lost in transmission through the mails 
by the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to the register and recorder at Council Bluffs, 
lowa, in the year 1858. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
athird reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HOLMES AND PEDRICIHI. 


Mr. MALLORY. I ask the Senate to take up 
House bill No. 423, which is reported unani- 
mously by the House and Senate Naval Commit- 
tees, and will not occupy a moment. It involves 
onlyasmall sum. I move to take it up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (H.R. 
No. 423) for the relicf of Philip B. Holmes and 
William Pedrich was considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It provides for the payment 
to Philip B. Holmesand William Pedrich, $3,000 
for the invention of a machine for cutting raw 


hides into strips for making hide ropes for the use || 


of the Navy of the United States; with a proviso 


that the United States shall be authorized hereaf- |! 


it 


| was read twice by its utle, and referred to the 





consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
516) for the reliefof Mary Heisinger de Waldegeg, 


widow of Julius Heisinger de Waldege; which 


Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. GWIN asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (8. 


| No. 45) authorizing the issue of the same quota 
of arms to the State of California, for the years | 
| 1850 and 1851, as was issued to that State in the | 


year 1852; which was read twice by its title, and 


| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and | 
\| Militia. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the bil! (S. 
No. 449) to provide for an examination of the 


| claims of citizens of the United States, for indem- 


|| by a bill (S. No. 514) for the relief of 
|| McKee. 


funded to them by the United States; which was | 


nity for spoliations committed by Indians and 


Mexicans within the limits of the State of Texas, | 


reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred papers in relation to the claim of 
Redick McKee, submitted a report, accompanied 

Redick 


The bill was read, and passed to a 


second reading; and the report was ordered to be | 


| printed. 


Healso, from the same committee, to whom the 
subject was referred, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill (S. No. 515) to carry into effect 


| the award of the Senate in favor of the Choctaws. | 


The bill was read, and passed to a second read- 
ing; and the report was ordered to be printed. 
‘He also, from the same committee, to whom the 
subject was referred, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by the following preamble and resolutions: 
Whereas, by the second articles of the treaties of June 
19, 1858, with the Med-a-wa-kan-ton and Wah-pa-koo-ta, 
and the Sisse-ton and Wah-pa-ton bands of the Dacotah or 
Sioux Indians, it is submitted to the Senate to decide as to 
the right or title of said bands of Indians to the lands en- 


braced in the reservations occupied by them on the Minne- | 


sota river,in the State of Minnesota,and what compensation 


| shall be made to them for those portions of said reserva- 


tions lying on the north side of that river, which they agreed 
by said treaties to surrender and relinquish to the United 
States, “ whether they shall be allowed a specified sum in 
money therefor, and, if so, how much, or whether the same 
shall be sold for their benefit, they to receive the proceeds 
of such sale, deducting the necessary expenses incident 
thereto;”’ and whereas said Indians were permitted to retain 
and occupy said reservations in lieu of other lands which 
they were entitled to under the amendments of the Senate 


} to the treaties made with them in the year 1851, and large 
amounts of the money of said Indians have been expended 





ter to use the machine free of any charge by | 


claimants, their heirs, or assignees. 

, Mr. KING. Is there a report or statement of 

facts in that case? 
Mr. MALLORY. I will state to the Senator, 


that this isa bill which was reported unanimously 


bythe House committee, after a thorough examin- | 


ation, and by the Senate committee also. This 
machine has been used by the United States for 
twenty years without compensation. Itis a very 
small sam to give. It has saved more than ten 
umes that much. There is no doubt about the 
Propriety of it at all. 


by the Government in improvements and otherwise upon 
the lands contained in said reservations ; and whereas, by 
act of Congress of July 31, 1854, said reservations were 
authorized to be confirmed to those Indians: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat said Indians possessed a just and valid 
right and title to said reservations, and that they be allowed 
the sum of thirty cents per acre for the lands contained in 


| that portion thereof lying on the north side of the Minne- 


contingent expense that may accrue whatever, which, by 
the treaties of June, 1859, they have relinquished and given 
up to the United States. 

Resolved further, That all persons who have in good 
faith settled and made improvements upon any of the lands 


| contained in said reservations, believing the same to be 


| House had agreed to the amendment of the Sen- | 
ate to the bill (H. R. No. 521) to incorporate the 


he bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to || 


a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. HEMPHILL asked, and by unanimous 


Government lands, shall have the right of preémption to 
one hundred and sixty acres thereof, to include their im- 
provements, on paying the sum of $1 25 per acre therefor: 
Provided, That when such settlements liave been made on 
the lands of the Indians on the south side of the Minnesota 
river, the assent of the Indians shall first be obtained, in 
such mapneras the Secretary of the Interior shall prescribe, 
and that the amount which shall be so paid for their lands 
shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States. 


The report and resolutions were ordered to be 
printed. , 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the bill 


(H.R. No. 622) to authorize notaries public in the || ned, ! F 
stant,an act (H.R. No. 353) far the relief of 


District of Columbia to take acknowledgments of 


deeds for the conveyance of real and pacer 


estate therein, reported it without amen 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message from the House of Representatives 
Mr. Forney, their Clerk, announced that the 


ment. 


b 


East Washington Library Association. 
CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A subsequent message from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Havas, Chief Clerk, an- 
nounced that the House had concurred in some, 
and disagreed to other, amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bid (H, R, No. 501) making appropri- 





GLOBE. 

















ations forsundry civil expenses of the Government 
for the year ending the 30th June, 1861; and had 


, agreed to other amendments of the Senate to the 








said bill, with amendments, in which the concur- 
rence of the Senate was requested. 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 


The message further announced that the House 
yesterday ordered the printing of the following 
documents: - 

Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
response to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, calling for information relating to the 
operations of the reciprocity treaty with Canada 
—ordered at eleven o'clock and nineteen minutes. 

Letter in response to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives, calling for information in refer- 
ence to the removal of Morritz Shefiler, late col- 
lector of customs at Milwaukee—ordered ateleven 
o’clock and nineteen minutes. 

BILLS BECOME LAWS. 

The message further announced that the Pres- 
ident had approved and signed, on the 15th in- 
stant, the following acts and joint resolution: 

An act (H. R. No. 324) authorizing the sale of 
the Western Military Asylum, in Harrodsburg, 
Kentucky; 

Anact (H. R. No. 564) making appropriations 
for the service of the Post Office Department dur- 
ing the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1861; 

An act (H. R. No. 819) to provide for addi- 
tional terms for the United States circuit and dis- 
trict courts in the State of Kentucky; and 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 17) for the relief 
of William H. De Groot. 

He also approved and signed, on the 16th in- 
stant, the following acts: 

An act (H. R. No. 220) for the relief of Anson 
Dart; 

An act (H. R. No. 
min Sayre; 


An act (H. R. No. 


99) for the relief of Benja- 


235) for the relief of con- 
gressional townships number two north of range 
number nine west of the fourth principal merid- 
ian, in Adams county, State of [llinois; 

An act (H. R. No. 374) for the relief of the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church; 

An act (H. R. No. 421) for the relief of Joel 
M. Smith; 

An act (H. R. No. 288) recognizing the survey 
of the Grand Cheniere Island, State of Louisiana; 
asapproved by the surveyor general, and for other 
purposes; 

An act (H. R. No. 456) granting a pension to 
James Alexander, an invalid soldier of the war of 
1812; 

An act (H. R. No. 524) for the relief of J. R. 


|| Crump; 
| sota river, exclusive of the cost of survey and sale, or any | 


An act (H. R. No. 529) granting a pension to 


\| Martha Sanderson, widow of Major Winslow F. 


Sanderson; 


An act (H. R. No. 587) for the relief of Anton 
L. C. Portman; 


An act (H.R. No. 699) to amend an act regu- 


| lating the diplomatic and consular system of the 


United States; 

An act (EL. R. No. 703) making appropriation 
for the payment of the expenses of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota; 

An act (H. R. No. 838) to change the name of 
the ship Rockhall to Massachusetts; and 

An act (H. R. Nb. 839) to amend an act an- 
proved the 3d day of March, 1847, entitled “ An 
act to establish a port of entry at Saluria, in the 
State of ‘Texas, and for other purposes.’”’ 

He also approved and signed, on the 18th in- 


Thomas R. Livingston. 


DIVORCES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr, BROWN. Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, to whom was 
referred the bill (HI. R. No. 663) to authorize di- 
vorces in the District of Columbia and for other 
purposes, to report it back, without amendment, 
and meened its passage; and [ am further in- 
structed by the committee to ask the Senate to 
consider the bill now. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the bill may now be considered. | 

By unanimous consent the bill was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. It provides that 
the circuit court for the District of Columbia shall 
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have jurisdiction of all applications for divorces, | 





| 


of the court in granting the divorce, may have || 


to be made by petition. The petition is to specify || been assigned to her. 


with certainty the causes for which divorce is 
prayed; and upon its being filed, the clerk is to 
issue summons for the defendant to appear and 
answer. If it appear by the affidavit of a disin- | 
terested witness that the defendant is a non-resi- 
dent of the District, or has been absent therefrom 
for the space of six months, the circuit court, | 
after the return of one surhmons **not found,”’ | 
may authorize notice of the pend ney of the pe- | 
tition, to be given by publication, in such manner 
as it shall direct. The court is to proceed to hear 
and determine the cause, whenever such sum- 
mons shall have been served twenty days, or such 
publication made forty days before the commence- 
ment of the term. No judgment for a divorce is 
to be rendered on default without proof; nor are 
any admissions contained in the answer of the 
defendant to be taken as proof of the facts charged | 
as the ground of the application, but shall in all | 
cases be proved by other evidence. <A divorce | 
a vinculo matrimonii may be granted in any of 
the following cases: First. Where such marriage 
was contracted whilst either of the parties thereto 
had a former wife or husband living, unless the 
former marriage shall have been lawfully dis- 
solved, and no restraint shall have been imposed 
on the party contracting such second marriage. 
Second. Where such marriage was contracted 
during the lunacy of either party, or where either 
party was matrimonially incapacitated at the time 
of the marriage. ‘Third. Where either party has 
committed adultery during the marriage. <A di- 
voree a mensa et thoro may be granted for either 
of the following causes, to wit: cruelty of treat- 
ment; endangering the life or health of one of the 
parties; reasonable apprehension, to the satisfac- 
tion of the court, of bodily harm; the willful de- 
sertion and abandonment by the party complained 
against of the party complaining, for the full un- 
interrapted space of three years. But no divorce 
is to be granted for any cause which may have 
oceurred out of this District, unless the party ap- 
plying shail have resided within the Disirict for 
two years next prece ding the application. 

Upon the dissolution of a marriage on account 
of either of the parties having a former wife or 
husband living, if it shall appear that the second 
marriage was contracted in good faith by the party | 
whose sccond marriage has been thus dissolved, | 
and with the full belief on hisor her part that the 
former wife or husband was dead, that fact is to 
be stated in the judgment or sentence of divorce; | 
and the issue of the second marriage, born or be- | 
gotten before the commencement of the suit, are 
to be deemed to be the legitimate issue of the 
parent, who, at the time of the marriage was ca- 
pable of contracting. Upon the dissolution of a 
marriage on accountof the lunacy of either party 
at the time of such marriage, the issue of the mar- 
riage are to be be deemed legitimate. <A divorce 
for causes not specially provided for in the act is 
not to affect the legitimacy of the issue of the | 
marriage; but their legitimacy, if questioned, is 
to be tried and determined according to the course | 
of the common law. 

In all cases where a divorce is granted, the | 
sourt is to have power, if it see fit, to award ali- 
mony to the wife, and to retain her right of dower, 
and to award to her such property, or the value 
thereof, as she had when she was married, or 
such part, or the value thereof, as the court may | 
deem reasonable, having a regard to the circum- 
stances of the husband atthe time of the divorce. 
The court may also, in granting a divorce a vin- 
culo matrimonii, restore to the wife her maiden or | 
other previous name. The court is also to have | 
power to order and direct who shall have the | 
guardianship and custody of the children of the 
marriage so divorced, and who shall be charged | 
with their maintenance. The court may also | 
award alimony to the wife for her sustenance dur- | 
ing the pendency of a petition for a divorce filed. 
for any of the specited causes; but in cases of | 
edultery by the wife, committed after judgment 
or sentence of divorce a mensa et thoro, the court | 
may, on petition of the husband, setting forth and 
accompanied by legal proof of such adultery, de- 
prive the wife of alimony from the date of her 
criminal act, and rescind her right of dower, as 


A wife deserted by her husband may, at any 
time after such desertion, apply to the court in 
session, or to either one of the judges in vaca- 
tion, for an order to protect any money or prop- 


LOBE, 


j 


erty, real or personal, of which she may have | 


become “ines rg after such desertion, against her | 


husband or his creditors, or any one claiming 
through or under him; and the court, or a judge 
thereof, as the case may be, if the fact of such de- 


sertion be proved by evidence other than that of 


the wife herself, and that the same was without 
reasonable cause, and that the wife 1s maintain- 
ing herself by her own industry or property, may 
make an order protecting her earnings, money, 
and property, real or personal, acquired since the 
commencement of such desertion, from her hus- 


| band andallereditorsand personsclaiming through 


| late hour of the session. 


or under him; and such earnings, money, or prop- 
erty cre to belong to the wife as if she were a 
feme sole; but every such order is within ten days 
to be entered by the clerk of the court on the rec- 
ords of the county of Washington; and the hus- 


band, and any creditor claiming through or under || 


him, may apply to the court in session for the || 
discharge thereof, and may obtain it if, in the | 


judgment of the court, good cause be shown why 


such order, by reason of fraud or repugnance to | 


the objects of the act, should not have been first 
made. But if the husband, or oe creditor of or 
person claiming through or under him, shall seize 


or continue to hold any property of the wife after | 


notice and record of any such order, then the | 
husband or such person shall be liable at the suit 


of the wife to restore to her the specific property, 
and also for a sum equal to double the value of 


the property so seized or held after such notice; | 
and if any such order of protection be made, the | 


wife shall, during its continuance, be and be 
deemed to have been, during such desertion of her, 
in the like position in all respects with regard to 
property and contracts and suing, and being sucd, 
as she would be if a feme sole. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I have not sce: this bill 
before, but I understand from the reading of it that 
there is a provision to the effect that where a di- 
vorce has been granted on account of a previous 
marriage of one of the parties, and the other may 
be innocent at the time of the second marriage, 
not knowing the fact that there had beena previ- 
ous marriage on the part of the other party, in 
that case the issue shall be legitimate. I wish to 
have it altered so as to make the issue legitimate 
In any case where there has been a legal marriage. 
No matter what may be the fault of the parents, 
the issue ought to be legitimate. 


Mr. BROWN. I think, ifthe Senator will seru- | 


tinize the bill, he will find that it provides that in 
all cases of divorce, children born during wedlock 
shall be legitimate. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. 
not move an amendment. 

Mr. BROWN. The bill legitimates the chil- 
dren in cases of divorce. They are innocent, and 
should not suffer. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I find that the seventh sec- 
tion of the bill reads: 

“On the dissolution of a marriage on account of the 


lunacy of either party, the issue of the marriage shall be || 


decmed to be legitimate.” 

I move after ‘* lunacy’’ to insert, ‘or on any 
other account.’’ 

Mr. BROWN. There can be no earthly ob- 
jection to that, except that it sends the bill back 
to the House of Representatives, and | would pre- 
fer that itshould not be put in on that account. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the attention of my 
friend from Texas for a moment. It is a very 
The committee agreed 
to this billas it was, and I do notthink the amend- 
ment is a very material one. 
law in this District in relation to divorce. 
this bill a very wel! guarded one, and I hope the 
Senator will not press his amendment, and thus 
hazard it. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I withdraw the amend- 
ment, though I think it material, rather than have 
the bill lost. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


well as dispossess her, if the court judge fit, of || third me, and passed. 


the care, custody, and guardianship, of aay child ] 


or children, which, under the original judgment 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to take up the legis- 


There is now no | 


I think || 


If that is the case, I shall | 





| know what the 


| to be printed by the Senate: nd provided furticer, 





June 19 
lative, executive, and judicial appropriatioy j,>) 
I want to ask for a conference on it. 
The motion was agreed to; and the S Nate» 
ceeded to consider the action of the House of, “ 
resentatives upon the amendments of the go. 
to the bill (FH. R. No. 339) making appropri T 
for the legislative, executive, and judic lal ¢ xp oe 
of the Government for the year ending the ,), .» 
June, 1861. a re 
Mr. HUNTER. I move that we insis; 
our amendments to which the House ha 
greed, and ask for a committee of confereyep 
Mr. FITCH. I do not know that it js ,.., 
sary; but I should like, if it is, to have the ¢... 
ator carry his motion still further, and mo, 
non-concur in the House amendments tp ,. 
amendments. 2 
Mr. HUNTER. Of course, that is jnelydeg;, 
my motion. a 
Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to have anya. 


ments in which the House refused to coneuy. on 


Upon 


a J 
5 CiSa. 


which it is proposed that we insist upon, ri = ° 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrpy;, 
the chair.) The reading of the amendments jy 


which the House has non-concurred is asked {p; 
They will be read. r 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I would suggest to 4, 
Senator from Rhode Island that there ean be yo 
particular object in reading the amendments jy 
which the House has non-concurred, because we 
have already passed upon them; but | think we 
ought to know what are the amendments whje} 
the House has amended; and if the Senator fy = 
Rhode Island will allow that, Lask that the amend. 
ments of the House to such of our amendmen: 
as they have amended be read, so that we may 

are. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sep. 
ator from Rhode Island waive his call ? 

Mr. SIMMONS. I withdraw it. Let the 
House amendments to our amendments be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend. 
ments of the Senate to which the House of Rep. 
resentatives have proposed amendments, will \: 
read. 

The Secretary read the seventh amendment of 
the Senate, which was in the clause— 

For compensation of the Superintendent of the Public 
Printing, and the clerks and messenger in his offic: 
$11,514, 
to strike out **$11,514,”’ and insert: 

Nine thousand seven hundred and fourteen dollars; and 
that hereafter the Superintendent of Public Printing s 


not be allowed to employ more than three clerks in lis 
office. 

The amendment of the House of Representa- 
tives to this amendment is to add to it the follow- 
ing clause: 

Ind it is hereby provided, That all extra documents or 
dered to be printed by the House of Representatives d 
this Congress, not already executed, shail be printed by the 
House Printer; but that nothing shall be allowed for: 
position when the same document has been first ord 











That 
this proviso shall not be so construed as to autiiorize pay- 
ment for printing said documents to be made to any oller 
than the Printer elected by the House ; and when the priat 
ing, or any part thereof, has been assigned or transferred, 
no payment shall be made. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
is on concurring in this amendment made by t 
House of Representatives to the amendment 0! 





| the Senate. 


Mr. HUNTER. The effect of that amend- 


ment, as I understand it, isto take away from ti 
Printer of the Senate the right which he has, wn- 


| der the law, to printthe documents of both Houses 


where they have been ordered first in the Senate. 
1 think that is the effect of it. J 

Mr. FITCH. The effect of the amendment,!! 
adopted, will be a partial repeal of the law ot 
last session soaaeiana that alb numbers of 
document ordered by both Houses shall be prin 
by the Printer of the House first ordering “ 
same. Itis wrong. It is for the advantage 0! 
the House Printer; it is not reciprocal. | do not 
believe that even the opposite side would desir’ 
such a one-sided amendment as this to be adopt. 
The House offer an amendment to the Sena! 
amendment which gives to the House Print: 
certain advantages, and they refuse to make thos 
advantages reciprocal, The law, as it stands, Ws 


adopted after deliberation on the part of the Se 


ate. It is right and proper as long as the pres! 


system exists; and I trust it will not be interferes 


with, except in regard to the prices of printing 
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r. . 
=, amendment provides that the cxpense 
ous ‘ 


chal] be no greater; that there shall be no pay for 
double composition. j ‘ 
"Mr. HAMLIN. It is very true that by law it 
-. provided that where one House had ordered 
manual nt to be printed, and the other subse- 
qu ntiy ordered that document to be printed, it 
chould be printed by the Printer of the body 
a made the order. What was the ob- 
jt was simply to save composition— 
1. is all; no more, no less. Now, the House 
‘stor has very little work to do, and a very 
number of documents has been ordered to 


which first 
ecl of ite 
th 
Prit 


jarge 


be printed by the House, and can be done ina | 


mucb earlier period of time if lic is allowed to do 
-hom. How? Without charging composition; 
thus obviating the reagon which led to the law. 


I can see NO objection to it. Itis but giving each | 
branch its own printing, without adding one mill 


to the cost. 


Mr. BIGLER. This is a very plainease. As | 


the law now stands, the Printer of the House 
frst making an order, is entitled toall subsequent 
orders. The Senate having first ordered the print- 
ing of the Patent Office report, the order made 
hy the House goes to the Printer of the Senate 
ynder that law. That is intended to avoid the 
nse of double composition. 


exp 


We made the | 


order in the early part of the session, The Printer 


to the Senate has gone to the necessary expense, 
as Lunderstand, of preparing the stereotype plates 
for the report, expecting of course that, under 
the law as it stands, he would get the order for 
other House, whatever it might be. Iadmit 
that the expense will be precisely the same under 
this proposition, and the only question is, whether 
the Printer of the Senate, who is entitled to the 
press-work under the law, shall be deprived of it, 
and it given to the Printer of the House. It is 
provided in the amendment, it is true, that nothing 
shall be allowed for composition; but, according 


tit 


to the Jaw as it stands, and the universal custom | 


here, the Printer of the Senate is entitled to the 
press-work on the order of the House. 


He is | 


allowed no compensation for composition by this | 


amendment; and it is simply a question whether 
the Printer of the Senate, under the law as it 
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ANTHONY. I understand that the | 


|| waste any time in this discussion. It is a mere || and elected Gales & Seaton for their Printer; but 


squabble between the Printer of the House and || when the next Senate came together, there wasa 


the Printer of the Senate, as to who shall have |! 


plunder that neither of them ought to have. It 
is only another illustration of the inefficiency of 


gether too high. 
mittee of conference settle the matter. 

Mr. SLIDELL. This is a more important 
matter than it appears on the surface to be. Three 
hundred thousand copies of the Patent Office re- 
port have been ordered by the House; about four- 
teen hundred, I believe, for cach member, and 
the profits on printing them will be very large. 
The profits on printing documents advance in 
almost geometrical progression with thenumber 
of copies printed. ‘This isan attempt to abrogate 
the law regulating the public printing in favor of 
the Printer of the House, probably to carry out 
an understanding that was implied, if not ex- 
pressed, that-one half of the profits of the public 
printing should go for the electioneering fund of 
the Republican party. Now, sir, this is a viola- 


| tion of the contract. The public printing is reg- 


ulated by law. The Printer of the Senate has 
been elected underthatlaw. He iscatitled to all 
theemolumentsthatthatlaw, unless partially abro- 
gated, would confer upon him. Hecertainly would 


the present system, and that the prices are alto- | 
I think we had better let a com- | 


have a right to call upon Congress to compensate | 


him for the damages he would sustain by the 
taking away of this portion of his legitimate busi- 
ness. I wish Democratic Senators, at any rate, 


to understand what is the precise object that is |} will defeat the object he has in view by this amend- 


intended to be effected by thisamendment. Ihave 
nothing more to say on the subject. 

Mr. FITCH. I merely desire to call attention 
to an error into which the Senator from Maine 
appears to have fallen, that the publication of the 
reports would not be delayed. [tis an error, and 
every Senator willso understand on reflection, be- 
cause the reports are alredy in press; they are 


| stereotyped by the Senate Printer, the work hav- 


stands, shall have this work to which he is enti- || 


tled by the law, or whether it shall be taken from 


him and given to the Printer of the House? That | 


isthe whole question. I hope, sir, that no such 
change will be made in the order of business. I 
‘ould not vote to take from the Printer of the 
louse any work to which he is entitled under 
jaw, and I think we had better adhere to the 
law as it is. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


duty of the Chair to announce a special order, 


W 
¥ 
i 


It becomes the | 


which was fixed for to-day at half past eleven | 


o'clock, and which has been inadvertently passed 
over. 


Mr. HUNTER. [hope we shall go on and settle 


this bill. 


ence, 


Let us get it to a committee of confer- 
Let us postpone the special order for the 
purpose of considering it. 

Mr. LATHAM. If this bill will oceupy no 
time, | certainly shall not object to the completion 
of itat this moment; but at twelve o’clock there 
will be another special order, and [ am very anx- 
ious to have the subject of the overiand mails dis- 
posed of to-day. It has been delayed for a long 
while; and I think this body owes it to itself to 
take final action upon it; and I hope it will be 
disposed of to-day. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone the spe- 
cial order, so as to go on with the appropriation 
Vili, 

_Mr. GWIN. I call for the yeas and nays. If 
the overland mail bill be laid aside now, we mfay 
hever get it up again. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 15; as follows: 
_YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bright, Chesnut, Clark, Dixon, 
Fessenden, Foster, Green, Hamlin, Hunter, Johnson of 
Tennessee, King, Mallory, Nicholson, Seward, Simmons, 


Sumner, Ten Eyek, Thomson, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wigtall, and Wilson—24. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bigler, Doolittle, Durkee, Gwin, Hale, 
Hemphill, Iverson, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Powell, Rice, 
Slidell, Wilkinson, and Yulee—15. 

So the special order was postponed. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


Let us vote on these 
amendments. | think there will be no discussion. | 


ing been first ordered by us, and of course, if they 
are to be stereotype d by the other Printer and 
put to press by him, delay will be occasioned. 
Again; he said the House Printer had very little 
work. I venture the assertion, and I think the 
facts will bear me out, that he has more work 
under the law as itstands than the Senate Printer, 
and in addition to that amount this amendment 


| 


proposes to give him the work pertaining to the | 


Senate Printer. Itis exceedingly unfair, and I 
do not believe the House saw fully the effect of 
it at the time it was adopted. If it was reciprocal, 
there would be less objection to it, though then 
it would lead to confusion. i 
one-sided, and I cannot think that any fair-minded 


' man desires to see it become the law. 


| 


Mr. HALE. Ido not know anything about 
this matter, and I care less; but I want to suggest 
to the Senator from Indiana whet!er the inser- 
tion of the word ‘* hereafter’? would not obviate 
the difficulty he suggests. 

Mr. FITCH. ‘‘ Ordered hereafter ?’’ 

Mr. HALE. Yes. 

Mr. FITCH. It would, to a very great ex- 


| tent; and with.an additional amendment, making 


it reciprocal, I do not know that I should have 


any objection to it. There is, however, an objec- | 
tion toany change in the present law, which, per- | 
haps, it is worth while for Senators to take into 


consideration. The respective Printers, either 
the Printer of the S the Printer of the 
House, finding that this amendment to the exist- 
ing law was operating prejudicially to himself, 
might make a claim for damages, and it is for 
Senators to reflect on it, and say whether any 
claim of the kind would have any foundation in 
fact. There is no other objection that Ll can per- 
ceive to so amending the amendment as to make 
it apply to documents hereafter ordered, and make 
it reciprocal. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not speak for the Repub- 
lican party, and I did not hear the remarks that 
fell from the Senator from Louisiana; but no doubt 
| itwas something or other very bad that he thought 
| they were going to do. I was about to suggest, 
however, that I believe once a question arose as 
to damages in connection with the public print- 
| ing. Some twenty or thirty years ago, when the 
| practice was for the Congress that was going out 
| on the 4th of March to elect a Printer for the next 
| Congress, itso happened thata majority of the 


nate or 


I think we had better not || Senate going out on one 4th of March were Whigs, 


As itis, it is wholly | 


i} 


majority who were not Whigs, and they disre- 
garded entirely the action of their predecessors, 
and elected another Printer. I do not know 
whether there was any claim for damages in that 
case, or whether they were ever paid. 

Mr. SLIDELL. ‘There was a claim, and it 
was paid. 

Mr. FITCH. There is nothing new in the law 
of the last session which this amendment proposes 
to repeal. It was a mere adoption of a provision 
in the original law of 1852—a provision, however, 
which, at the instigation of the Printers, was sub- 
sequently repealed by Congress. They will be 
forever asking for these changes in the law unless 
we adhere to it as it is, and let them understand 
that we are not to consult their interests, but our 
own. 

Mr. KING. The Senate, I think, has passed 
a joint resolution or bill reducing the prices of 
printing for the present Congress twenty-five per 
cent.,and I believe the House of Representatives 
has passed one reducing them forty per cent.; so 
that the judgment of each House has thus been 
expressed as to the present prices of printing. I 
therefore move, as a proviso to this amendment 
of the House: 

Provided further, That the prices of printing for the pres- 


ent Congress be twenty-five per cent. less than the prices 
now fixed by law. 


Mr. FITCH. 


The Senator from New York 


ment. As he says, we passed a bill reducing the 
prices twenty-five per cent. The other House did 
not see proper toadopt that,oreven toamend it, but 
have sent an original bill to the Sesate, reducing 
the prices prospectively forty per cent. Our bill 
reduced them retrospectively, from the commence- 
ment of the session. The Senator will best reach 
the object by a vote on the House bill, which has 
been on my desk for three or four days, witha 
direction on the part of the committee to report 
it, and it will be reported at the first occasion; and 
the Senator from New York can reach his object 


| by aiding the passage of that bill. 


“Mr. HUNTER. I rise to a question of order. 
The proposition before us is an amendment to an 
amendment. Can it be furtheramended? Itisa 
House amendment to our amendment. 

Mr. KING. [have a word tosay, but will first 
let the Chair decide the question of order. I think 
the House amendment can be amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) 
An amendment coming from the House of Rep- 
resentatives is subject to the general law, and, in 
the opinion of the Chair, may be amended. 

Mr. KING. I move the amendment. The 
proposition adopted to reduce the prices, unless 
it be agreed to in some mode by both Houses, 

| of course, will have no effect at all, although the 


|| judgmentof each House has been separately ex- 


* 


| pressed. My object is to give effect to what is 
| the judgment of both Houses in this matter; and 
| if it receives the assent of both Houses in some 
| single proposition, of course, that will be the 
| effect. 
| Mr. FITCH. As I remarked to the Senator, 
and as I think he will perceive in a moment, he 
will defeat his olfject by his present proposition. 
I understand what his object is, as he has just 
asserted it; but if he makes this provision as an 
| amendment to this bill, it necessarily goes back 
to the House of Representatives, and finally to a 
jointcommittee of conference, and will very prob- 
ably fail; but if we take up the House joint reso- 
lution, reducing the prices forty per cent., and 
pass that, it becomes the law at once; and that, 
as I have already informed the Senator, is on m 
desk, only waiting an opportunity to be Yeported. 
| Mr. KING. Itis very near the close of the 
| session, and there is considerable apprehension, 
| in my judgment, that that joint resolution may 
not be acted on. Iam willing to act on it. The 
’ Senate has passed a joint resolution making a 
| reduction retrospectively, going back to the be- 


|| ginning of the presentCongress. By the contracts 
|| made with the Printers when they were elected, 


| they took their places subject to such reduction 

| as we might make. I think twenty-five per cent. 
is a just and reasonable reduction; and I am my- 

\| self in favor of that. 

|| Mr.BIGLER. The amendment suggested by 

\| the Senator from New Hampshire would obviate 
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the objection, so far as it affects the order recently 
made by the House of Representatives; dut it 


does not affect the objection, which 1 think should | 


be general, to ever initiating any such proposition 
as this. The law as it is settles this question 
clearly and distinctly; and Ict the Printers take 
their course under the law. It will be readily 
perceived that if this species of legislation be 
commenced by the House of Representatives or 
the Senate, it will be followed up somewhat in the 
spirit of retaliation; and if the House undertake 
to take from the Printer of the Senate what he is 
entitled to under the law,must they notexpectthat 
the Senate will be induced to take a similar course 
in regard to the Printer of the House? [hope we 
shall not entertain this proposition in any shape 
whatever. I would therefore suggest to the Sen- 
ator from New York, that if he offers his amend- 
ment to this amendment—and at this point I beg 
to say that I differ from the decision of the Chair; 
but thatis notimportant—he will necessarily lose 
his own amendment, because the Senate, [ take 


it, will non-concur in the House amendment. If 


the Senator from New York offers his amend- 


ment, and it be adopted, then the next question | 


will be on agreeing to the House amendment, as 
thus amended; and the Senate refusing to agree 
to the amendment as amended, the Senator loses 
his amendment entirely. I hope he will with- 
draw it for that reason. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think we are losing time 
on a very small matter, 
any consequence who does this i and I 
am not for having any squabble about it. | would 
as soon one of the Printers did it as another. I 
think, therefore, the shortest disposition we can 
make of the matter is the best. But | am for the 
proposition of the Senator from New York, to 


reduce the prices of the public printing, because | 
by that the public gains something; and, in this ; 


ey. ; 
connection, I desire to ask one question, If we 
do not do it on this bill, the Senator from Indiana 


tells us he has a bill on his table to reduce the || 


prices of printing forty per cent. 1 wantto know 
whether, in his opinion, we are justified in mak- 
ing so large a reduction. I understood him, ona 
former occasion, to say that twenty-five per cent. 
Was as great a reduction as he thought would be 
proper. Now, if we cannot concur in the House 
proposition of forty per cent, we shall have to 


amend it, and adopt our original proposition of 


twenty-five per cent., and it will go back and 
wobably be lost. If that is so, I think it would 
fe better, in some shape, to put the reduction on 
the appropriation bill. As to who does this print- 
ing, care not; but when you come to the ques- 
tion of reducing the prices which we have been 
paying, the exorbitant prices for public printing, 
the profits of which have gone for party purposes, 
I think the public have an interest in it; and I 
hope we shall accomplish thatobject in some way. 
If the Senator from Indiana intends to recom- 
mend the House bill as it is, reducing the prices 


forty per cent., | should be satisfied to dispose of 
this matter in a moment, and take up that bill 


and pass it as itis; but if he is going to amend 

that bill, | fear it will be lost. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

of the Chair to announce the fact that the morning 


hour having expired, the unfinished business of 


yesterday 1s before the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone all prior 
orders aud continue the consideration of this ap- 
propriation bill. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
this matter, I think, in a short time. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I want to-make a suggestion 
to my friend from New York. Here is the prop- 
osition from the House. 
printing. Nobody doubts that it will be negatived 
in this body. Then it is gone. 


osition, and it fails. 
Senator from New York, that instead of pressing 
it in this form, he move to additasa separate 
section. Then when we come to vote upon it the 
Senate will negative, perhaps, the proposition of 
the House, and agree to that of the Senator from 
New York, who will thus get what he wants. 


Mr. SLIDELL, I hope the Senator from New | 


York will accept that suggestion; I will go with 


him very cheerfully in the reduction of the prices | 
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|; ment from the House is to be lost. 


Ido not think it is of 


It is the duty | 


We can get through with | 


It is a dispute about || 


{ Now, suppose | 
the Senator from New York amends it by adding | 
his proviso: that goes along with the main prop@ 
I suggest, therefore, to the | 


of printing if he will make a proper motion to that | 


effect, which he can do by substituting what he || 


proposes for this amendment of the House. I 
would cheerfully vote that. 

Mr. KING. My object is to accomplish an 
agreement on the part of the two Houses to make 
this reduction. Giiattiainais tell me that I shall 
fail in my object if 1 move it to this amendment. 
Thatis upon the presumption that this amend- 
That is a 
matter which the vote of the Senate is to determ- 
ine, rather than the opinion of any individual; 
but if it be lost, it will then be just as competent 
for me to move this provision as a separate section 
to this bill as it is to do so at this me, though I 
suppose there is some doubt as to whether it 
would be in order to offer an independent section 
to this bill; and on that, I ask the opinion of the 
Chair. If the suggestion which has been made 
to me is one which can be carried out in order, I 
am content to offer the proposition in that form 
if this fails. 

Mr. FITCH. I wish to answer the Senator 
from Illinois, who asked me, and very properly, 
for information relative to the opinion and action 
of the Committee on Printing; and I will again 
address myself to the Senator from New York, 
because of his persistence in a course which will 
defeat an object I have as much at heartas he has 
—a reduction of the prices of the public printing. 
If his proposition be adopted in the form of an | 
amendment to this amendment, or even as a sep- 
arate section to this bill, it wil! have to go back 
to the House, and they may non-concur; then it 
fails; but as a House bill is already pending here, 
we can take up that bill, and pass it, and make 
the reduction with the assent of the Senator from 


eee 


New York. If he and the other gentlemen favor- || 


able to it will give the Committee on Printing an 
opportunity, for which they have been struggling 
for two or three days, to report back the House 
bill, the whole matter will be disposed of at once. 

The Senator from Illinois asks whether the 


remy! will bear the reduction proposed by the 


louse bill. The Senate and the Senate commit- 
tee are committed by their previous action to a 
reduction of twenty-five per cent. from the com- 
mencement of this Congress. The bill of the 
House makes a reduction of forty per cent. from 


its passage; and I think it is fully as favorable to | 


the Printers as our bill. At all. events, if we 


amend the bill, it falls, prabably, at this stage of || 
the session; but if we adopt it as it is, it is the 


law. And I prefer reporting it as it is, without 
any amendment, and shall do so on the very first 
occasion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am utterly disgusted 


BE. 


_consult the pub 
|| the interests of individuals, whethe 


| If the motion of the Senator from Virgi; 
| vails, it goes there of course; but if a Suggestion 
ggzestion 








with these attempts on the part of the House and 
the Senate to legislate for the benefit of the Print- 
er, either of one House or the other. 


of printing to the Printer of the House. They 
voted the printing of three hundred thousand cop- 
ies of the agricultural report of the Patent Office. 
If they did that because the works are needed for 
distribution, they may be printed as well by 


' the Printer of the Senate as of the House; but if 


they did it merely for the purpose of giving the 
Printer of the House a job, it ought to be struck 


off; and the provision they have made here ought | 


to be struck off. 

Mr. FITCH. Whatever the purposes may 
have been, that is the result precisely. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The law is very well un- 
derstood. It is all to be got rid of now, I trust, 
ina very short time. Ido not look at all with 
any favor on these amendments that are made to 
appropriation bills for the sake of putting money 
in the pockets of A, B, C, or D. [tis of no con- 
sequence who prints these books, so far as the 
country is concerned, or so far as the House and 
Senate are concerned. The best way to dispose | 








of this matter, in my judgment, is to disagree to 
the House amendment; let it go to a committee of 
conference, and there be settled; and not attempt 
to amend it, as proposed by my friend from New 
York; because, by so doing, we shall only em- 
barrass the question; and | am confident, from 


| what has been said, that we can get at his object 


provision here, we shall complicate this difficulty 


by taking up the other bill; but by putting on this | 
that now exists between the Senate and House. | 





a SOY 


I think we had better take an open, bold eo iq 
about the matter, reject the House ame; —e 
and let it go to acommittee of conference 
of having this long and almost intermin 
on the question of printing, which ha 
here out of place and out of season. 
Mr. FITCH. If the Senator from Maino 
constitute the committee of conference 
be perfectly willing to let it go there 
on the subject aed as I do. 


idment, 
» INStead 
able debate 


8 frown up 


could 
me I should 
> tor he looks 
rec He desires t 
ic Interests, without lookine . 
yr > 
otherwise. rte 


Mr. FESSENDEN, It must go toa confer. 
ence; we cannot settle it here, ; 


Mr. FITCH. I believe the Senator is 


correct, 
Na pre. 


which was made,I think by the Senator ¢ 
Iilinois, that we concur in the House amendm 
be adopted, of course it does not go to 
ence. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Allow me to suggest tp 
the Senator from Indiana, that it makes no diffs. 
ence in what form we put the question, why ther 
it is to concur or non-concur. It amounts to the 


rom 


ent 
Vit 


& Confer. 


| same thing. 


Mr. FITCH. It makes no difference ag to the 
form of the motion; but the result of the yor 
makes a material difference, for if the motion be 
to concur, and that motion be carried, there js no 
further action; the matter is disposed of. 


Mr. ANTHONY. [think I can suggest to the 
Senator from Indiana a mode by which we eay ac. 
complish the object, and stop this debate. Eyery- 
body is in favor of the reduction The Senator 
from Indiana can show to the Senate in less than 
five minutes that the reduction of forty per cent, 


as proposed by the House, is really less than the 


|, twenty-five per cent. that the Senate is already 


committed to. Now, if the Senate, by unanimous 
consent, will allow the Senator from Indiana to 
report the joint resolution of the House, it will 
pass at once, and then this can fall to the ground, 
and we can dispose of this bill without any difi- 
culty. ; 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot agree to that. | 
must insist on disposing of this bill now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We will take up the other 
immediately after we get through with this bill. 

Mr. FITCH. Perhaps the Committee on Print- 
ing can obtain general consent to report it imme- 
diately after the disposition of this bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. KING. It has been suggested that the 
amendment which I propose had better be offered 
as an original section to this bill. I would preter 


| that it be added to this amendment of the House. 
| | have made the motion, and it is for the Senati 
I think it || 
is a miserable squabble, and the sooner we get out | 
of itthe better. I cannot look on this amendment | 
| except as a mere effort to give a certain amount | 


to determine whether it shall be added here or not. 
I shall adopt the suggestion that has been made to 
me, and move that it be added as an additional 
and independent section, if it shall fail here. 
Mr. HUNTER. That is not in order. 
Mr. KING. I supposed it might not perhaps 


|| be in order. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I think this difficulty can | 
very easily obviated. [am not very familiar wit! 
the rules, but all Senators seem to appear to col- 
cur in the opinion that this cannot be offered as 4 
distinct substantive provision; but the amendment 
of the House of Representatives may be altered 
so as to carry out the views of the Senator from 
New York. “The amendment of the House reads 


| thus: 


* And it is hereby provided, that all extra documents of 


| ° - terme id 
dered to be printed by the House of Representatives dung 


the Thirty-Sixth Congress, not already executed, shall be 


| printed by the House Printer,’? &c. 


Now, | would make it read: 


‘That on all documents ordered to be printed by either 
branch of Congress during the Thirty-Sixth Congs a8, 
twenty-five per cent. shall be deducted from the prices 00W 
established by law.”’ 

That certainly is an amendment which is ge 
mane, and within the rale, and if the Clerk w" 
draw it up, and put it in technical form, | she! 
offer it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I would suggest to the Ser 
ator from Louisiana, that any amendment of that 
kind ought to be reciprocal; itought to be gener’; 
and apply to both Houses. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It does apply to both. 

Mr. ANTHONY. That is right. 

Mr. KING. 


I desire to have this proposivie” 
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that | have made adopted; and I wish to have the 
Chair as to the suggestions that 
to me as to the mode in which it 
ffered. I desire to know whether a prop- 
jeition te offer it as an independent section to the 


opinion of va 
have been made 


| 
| 
shall be o 


j 
| 


ni] would be in order. I desire to adhere to the 
proposition Which I have made, which is the only | 
ractical WAY of reaching itexcept, as I suppose, 

* offeringgit (if it fails as an additional amend- 
nt to thé House amendment) as a substitute 
In that mode a second vote may be taken 
In any form in which it can be adopted, 
t and thus secure its enact- 


mi 
for it. 
on it. : , 
and go with this bill, 


ment, Lam content. , 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
iefore the Senate is the amendment moved by the 
gpnator from New York to the amendment of the 
ouse. 
" TRUMBULL. The Senator from New 
York did not hear the Senator from Louisiana. 
The Senator from Louisiana has made a propo- 
sition Which is to alter the phraseology of the 
House amendment so as to accomplish his ob- 
woct. If we adopt that, then we have accomplished 
what we want to accomplish; but if we adopt the | 
proposition of the Senator from New York, we || 


have made an amendment to an amendment that || 
robably the Senate will not agree to. Nobody 


in the Senate is for struggling as to who is to do | 
his printing. We want to get rid of that; but 
we want to reduce the prices; and I understand 
shat the motion of the Senator from Louisiana 
willaceomplish that. 1 
Mr. KING. Letmehearthatread. The Sen- 
can vote on this matter in less time than we 
are talking aboutit. Lask that the amendment 
suggested by the Senator from Louisiana be read. 
The Secretary read the proposition of Mr. Str- 
peLL, Which is to strike out all of the House 
amendment after the word **that,’’ where it first 
occurs, and insert: 


' 
; 
i 
t 


The prices of the public printing for the two Houses of 
Congress during the present Congress shall be tweuty-five 
per centam less than the prices now allowed by law. 

Mr. KING. The indications from the Senate 
are such that Lam satisfied they will not agree to | 
the proposition as | made it. | would have pre- 
firred that.it should pass as an addition to the 
House amendment, that they might have hada 
part of their own proposition with it, and thus, | 
inmy judgment, we should have been more likely 
tocarry it; but [ will waive my amendment now, 
ind accede td that of the Senator from Louisiana, | 
if he will include executive as well as congres- 
sional printing. . 


Mr. SLIDELL. I have no sortof objection to 


th 
ual 


at. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from New York being with- 
drawn, the question is on the amendment of the 
Senator from Louisiana, as modified, which is to 
strike out all of the House amendment after the 
word **that,’’ and to insert: 

The prices of the pablie printing for the two Llouses of 
Congress, and of the executive printing, during the present 
Congress, shall be twenty-five per centum less than the 
prices now allowed by law. 

Mr. FITCH. There is no objection to that 
provision; the principle of it is correct; but the 
amendment does not point out the manner in 
which the Su sailiansidhent shall settle with the 
Printers; and I apprehend that, being somewhat 
crude in this respect, it will lead to difficulty. If 
any Senator chooses, on his individual responsi- 
bility, to move the House bill as an amendment, | 
I shall vote for it with pleasure, though still 
strongly of the impression that the very best 
course to settle the matter finally and decisively 
is forthe Senate to allow the Committee on Print- 
ing to report the House bill and to pass it at once. 
Then it does not go to any committee of confer- 
ence, nor does it go back to the House; but it is | 
the law, provided always it receives the Presi- | 
dent’s signature, of which I cannot entertain a 
doubt; but this requires action elsewhere before | 
it becomes a law, and if it should become a law | 
in its present shape, it is a crude affair, and will | 
lead to difficulty between the Superintendent and | 
the Printers. We must bear in mind that there || 
are particular manners of settling the Printers’ 
accounts. The Superintendent, I doubt not, 
would endeavor to carry out this provision to the || 
letter, according to the object of the law; but I || 
4pprehend he would find ‘difficulty in doing it, || 


| necessity of amending their own law. 


| the result of an amendment 


| the work at. 


| ture below what is just. 
‘| that you have reduced it so low that the Printers 
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and perhaps involve Congress hereafter in the 1] prices established and allowed for composition, 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move to postpone the | 


further consideration of this bill in order to take | 


| up the joint resolution of the House reducing the 


prices of the public printing. We can dispose of 
that in five minutes, and that will do away with 
the whole debate in which we are now engaged. 
Mr. KING. I hope the Senate will agree todo 
that. Lam free to say that a part of my reason 
for urging this matter in this bill is that we have 
reached so late a period of the session, when 
nothing has been accomplished in this matter, 
when each House has presented its separate prop- 
osition, the ether not acting upon it, that if we 


| allow afew days more to pass without concurrent 


action, nothing will be done in reference to the | 


| prices of printing for the present Congress; but 
|if we put it in an appropriation bill, there is a | 


chance of having it accomplished. Gentlemen 
have expressed their opinion as to what would be 
here. 


|| press-work, folding, stitching, and inserting maps 


and plates, by the act entitled “An act to pro- 


| vide for executing the public printing and estab- 


lishing the prices thereof, and for other pur- 


| poses,’’? approved August 26, 1852, and by the 


several acts amendatory thereof, that is to say, 
forty per centum; and for the purpose of giving 
full force and effect to this resolution, the Super- 


intendent of the Public Printing is directed to cause 


] prefer the | 


amendmentas I originally moved it, as an addition | 


to the House amendment, which would have car- | 


ried both propositions along together. 


In my 


| opinion, however, the Elouse will refuse to agree 


to this amendment as now offered, and then it 


| will belost. Although at the wishand suggestion 


of everybody, pretty much, L assented to the prop- 


| osition of the Senator from Louisiana, because | 
| became satisfied that the Senate would not vote 


for mine, yet I believe that will fail between the 
two ELouses asa substitute for the Hlouse amend- 
ment, and the whole thing will pass away with- 
out any action. My object is to have something 
done;and | should theretore be glad if the Senate 
would consent to this other proposition. We 


| shall save time by it. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


How do we save time by 


| that? because, when we come back, we shall sull 
| discuss the House amendment. [** No!’?** No!’] 


Mr. ANTHONY. When this joint resolution 


is passed, the House amendment will be voted 


down at onee, and we shall get rid of the thine. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. [hope my friend from 
Virginia, the chatrman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, will agree to this proposition, simply for 
the reason that fam satiefied we shall get rid of 
this matter in no other way. 
the printing comes up tn all manner of shapes and 
on all oceasions, and there is no way to settle it 


But, Ltake it, there is to be no debate 
Sull, if anybody wants to debate it, | 


favor. 
about it. 


| but to pass that bill, of which everybody ts in 


the accounts of the Public Printer or Printers to 
be made out and rendered to him, as heretofore, 
under the provisions of the act of August 26, 
1852, (except as to the printing of the Post Office 
blanks, which have been ordered by law to be 
put out by contract to the lowest bidder;) and 
before certifying the same to the Treasury for 
payment, he is to deduct from the aggregate 
amount of each account so rendered the sum of 
forty per centum, and the residue is to be re- 
ceived by the Public Printer or Printers as full 
compensation for the work stated in the account. 
This resolution is to take effect from its passage. 

Mr. KING. I shall vote for the passage of this 
joint resolution, and I trust it will pass the Sen- 
ate, though | would have decidedly preferred a 
reduction of twenty-five per cent. going back to 
the beginning of the Congress; for that would in- 
sure the printing during the whole Congress at 
that reduction. The provisions here made com- 
mence only at the next session; and if the econtin- 
gency occurs which the Senator from Mississippi 
has suggested, and which [think possible, though 
perhaps not, that the Printers will throw up their 
contracts, and we shall have to begin again, we 
shall at least have had a termination of the pres- 
ent system of printing. 

Mr. DAVIS. / For the reasons which L have 
stated, and which I shall not repeat, | move to 
strike out * forty,’ and insert ** twenty-five’’ be- 
fore the words * per centum,”? which [ am in- 
formed is as low as anybody can afford to take 
the printing at. 

Mr. KING. Lhope that no change will be made 
in this resolution, which will send it back to the 
Llouse. From conversations, | am satisfied that 


| there is some difficulty in passing any proposition 


This question of | 


hope he will say so now; because, if it 1s agreed | 


| toand understood that the reduction is to be passed | 


by common consent, we may as well take it up | 


and pass it at once, 


Mr. HUNTER. 


If it is understood that there 


is be no debate, J will consent to lay this bill | 


aside temporarily. [** Agreed !’’] 

Mr. DAVIS. I will make the objection now 
which, [ think, belongs to it; and after that, I 
shall not want to debate it. Forty per cent. is a 
greater reduction than the Printer can afford to do 
Then we are in this condition: be- 
cause it is said we have given larger profits on the 
past work than were just, we will reduce the fu- 
Then, let us suppose 


of the two Houses cannot do the work, and will 
not adhere to it: you must make new arrange- 


| ments, and you are compelled to give more than 
, you now offer to those whom you already have in 
employment. I think, therefore, it is unjust, and | 
| that the reduction should not be greater than you 


can get another Printer to take the work at. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
and seconded that the Senate postpone the further 
consideration of the pending Dill, for the purpose 
of taking up the House jointresolution to diminish 
the prices of the public printing. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PRICES OF PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. FITCH. 


(No. 41) to reduce the price of public printing, 
have directed me to report it back without amend- 
ment. [tis the joint resolution which the Senate 
have this moment agreed, by general consent, to 
consider. 

The joint resolution was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whgle. It proposes to reduce the 


The Committee on Printing, to | 
whom was referred the House joint resolution | 


| 


| olution, but of the agreement 


in which the two Houses willagree. | am satisfied 
that there is a considerable amount of opinion 
against any reduction while the present contracts 
continue, anda disposition to let them run through; 
and a disagreement between the two Houses will 
produce that result, and carry the present ar- 
rangement through this Congress. I perfer the 
passage of this joint resolution, even with the 
resuit which the Senator from Mississippi appre- 
hends. 

Mr. BIGLER. I desire the attention of the 
Senator from New York for a few minutes. My 
recollection is that, in the testimony before the 
committee of which he was chairman, it appeared 
that the present Printer to the Senate had made 
an agreement with Mr. Rives to execute the work. 
Ltake it that agreement was a business affair, 
each endeavoring to get the best arrangement he 
could. Under that, Mz. Rives was to get sixty- 
six and two thirds, and Mr. Bowman thirty-three 
and a third per cent. The pending bill of the 
House is to reduce the prices forty percent. Now, 
| suggest, how could the Printer of the Senate, 
under that agreement, which extends through the 
whole term 

Mr. FITCH. The Senator is mistaken; this 
reduction is prospective entirely; it does not go 
back. 

Mr. BIGLER. 





I am not speaking of the res- 

Leneem Mr. Rives 
and the Printer of the Senate. It will be perceived 
at once that you reduce the prices forty per cent., 
whilst under his agreement, as reported by the 
committee of which the Senator from New York 
was chairman, there was but thirty-three and a 
third per cent. left to the Printer of the Senate. 
It is therefore clear that, for the remainder of his 
term, under the agreement to which he is bound, 
he would be obliged to execute the work for less 
than he was getting. He would lose the differ- 
ence between thirty-three and a thied and forty 
per cent. on that work. I suggest whether the 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi is not 
quite as far as we can go without getting into trou- 
ble on this subject, and having the work aban- 
doned. This whole subject is new to me. lam 
not connected with it in any way, and have no 
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knowledge of it other than that which appears on 
the face of the case here; but it does seem4o me 
that you are putting the Printer of the Senate in 
& position where he must absolute ly lose money. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. l hope the vote will be 
taken. It was understood that there was to be 
no debate on this subject. 

Mr. KING. I will briefly answer the Senator 
from Pennsylvania: his inquiry, I think, is en- 
titled toan answer. ‘The present Printer of the 
Senate has had thirty-three and a third per cent, 

* for the long session of Congress, at which much 
the largest amount of printing for the whole Con- 
gress is done; and if, by the contract, he has to 
pay seven per cent, to Mr. Rives during the re- 
mainder of the ume, he will then have made, on 


his whole contract through the Congress, a very 
large sum of money. 
Mr. BIGLER, That is not the point. I am 


talking about what concerns Congress. Does the 
Senator from New York suppose that any man 
will retain the work at an expense to himself? I 
suggest that this printing will neces ssarily be aban- 
doned. ‘The Senator will certainly agree thatthe 
Printer of the Senate ought not to be comp lled 
to do the work ata loss. 

Mr. KING. The Senator will excuse me. I 
suppose it possible that it may be abandoned, 
though 1 do not think it will; but if itis, we shall 
then have an end of the present system. 

Mr. GREEN, I think we ought to legislate so 
as te »do justice to men while we take care of the 
public interests. We elected a Dae he made 
this contract, as we are informed, and the con- 
‘ate xX pense, expec ting to do 
the work for the whole Congress. Now, Ire ally 
think it a very great hardship to take away the 
printing; for it does that. ‘The reduction of forty 
per cent, will foree the Senate Printer to resign, 
and the contract falls. Ido not think we ougkt 
to touch the subject until our new bill takes etleet 
Our new bill, which has just passed the Senate and 
House of Representatives, will guard against all 
frauds, all exorbitant prices, and, [ think, insure 
the public printing on terms satisfactory to all. I 
would prefer, therefore, thet we should not under- 
take to break down men who have spent from fil- 
teen to twenty thousand dollars in preparing to 
do this set up thin very docu- 
ment, and now have it stereotyped, re ady to dis- 
patch it, and can do itina few weeks. But if you 
cut down the price forty per cent., the Printer to 
the Senate will resign, the contractor will throw it 
up, and then how are we to get the work done? 
We are then to elect a new Printer: because the 
other law does not take effect yet. We shall have 
to elect a new Printer; and who will accept the 

office? Can we find anybody? Do we know 
whether we can find aman or not? I think we 
had better lot the thing work along as smoothly 
and quietly as possible, and order as little print- 
ing as we can getalong with to subserve the public 
interests, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question 
on the amendment of Mr, Davis,and declared that 
it appeared to be carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. HAMLIN. ‘That throws the whole de- 
bate open upon the other bill, and we will put it 
on there, if we have votes enough. 

ANTHONY, Leall for the yeas and nays 
upon the amendment, 

Phe yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SIMMONS. $I should like, if it is com- 
petent now, to movean amendment, providing that 
this reduction shail embrace the printing for this 
entire Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Mississippi is suscept- 
ible of amendment. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Lask the Senator from Mis- 
sissippt if he will not consent to an alteration, 
providing that the reduction shall apply to the 
whole printing of this Congress? 

Mr. DAVIS. I am always apprehensive of 
retrospective legislation. | think the House were 
right in taking the position that their reduction 
should be prospective. Lam willing to reduce it 
as much as leaves a fair compensation and no 
more, 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 24, nays 21; as ‘follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright,Chesnut, Critten- 


den, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemp- 
hill, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mal- 


tractor has gone to 


work, v VO LaAVe 
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lory, Nicholson, Pearce | Polk, | Powell, Sebastian, Wigfall, ai) 


Wil: m,and Yulve 24. 


NAYS—Messrs “Anthony, Jingham, Brown, Chandler, 
Clark, Doolitde, Durkee, Fessenden, Fiteh, Foster, Ham 
lin, Hunter, iverson, King, Seward, Slidell, Sumner, 
Toombs, ‘Trumbull, Wade, and Wiikinson—21. 


So the amenc’ment was agreed to. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended, and the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the resolution, 
havine received one amendment, ought now to be 
so amended as to make it applicable to all the 
printing of the | and [ move to 
strike out the last clause of the resolution, in the 
vords, **this resolution shall take effect from the 
passage thereof,’’ and insert in lieu of it: 

The printing done for the present Congress shall be paid 
for according to the provisions of this resolution. 

Mr. HUNTER. I agreed to lay 
appropriation bill with the understandii: ng, as I 
thought, that we were to decide this question at 
onee without debate. It seems now that we are 
to have along series of amendments and more 
debate. I hope the Senate will agree to put the 
appropriation bill back in its position, a go on 
with that. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I will make that motion. 
I oe to postpone the appropriation bill for 
this, but 1 do not think it is of any sort of conse- 
quencé to pass this joint resolution now. We 
have pass d one just like it as it now stan ds 3,and 
itis in the House. I move that we take up the 
appropriation bill again. 

I'he motion was agreed to. 

LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (fH. 
R. No. 339) making appropriations for the legis- 
lative, executive, and judic ial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th ofJune, 
1861, is before the Senate; and the question is on 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Louisiana | Mr. Sirpecx] to the amendment of the 
House of Representatives to the seventh amend- 
ment of the Senate. The amendment of the Sen- 
ator froma Louisiana is to strike out all of the 
amendment of the ELouse of Representatives after 
the wort ** that,’ and insert: 


resent Coneress; 


aside the 


The prices of the public printing for the two Houses of | 


Congress, and for the Exeeutive Departments, during the 
present Congress, shall be 
tie prices now allowed by law. 


Mr. KING. 


I had apprehensions in the be- 


ginning that there was great doubt whether there | 


was ability, on the partot “those who were oppose d 


to the present prices of printing, to pass an act to | 


reduce those prices. Ht seems to me that if we 


were going about contriving how to avoid action, | 


we could scarcely manage it better. Ihave yielded 
to others; but my preference is for my original 
propos ition, which was to amend the House 
amendment. 
ator from Louisiana is to strike out the entire 
amendment of the House, it will be in order to 
move to amend it before strikmg it out, by add- 
ing the amendment which I propesed before. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thatisaccord- 
ing to the rule; but the Senator withdrew his 
amendment. 

Mr. KING. Is it not in order to amend the 
House amendment before taking the question on 
f riking it out? 

‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 

Mr. KING. ThenI propose to add the words 
which are now offered by the Senator from Lou- 
isiana to the amendment of the House. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is in order to move to 
amend words proposed to be stricken out, but it 
is not in order to move an addition before the 
question is taken on striking out, 

Mr. KING. Before the vote is taken on strik- 
ing out, | propose to add certain words 

Mr. HUNTER. That is not in order. 

Mr. SLIDELL. The Senator from New York 
is mistaken as toa point of fact. My motion 
does not strike out all the House amendment, but 
on the contrary amends it. 

Mr. KING. Lunderstood the Clerk to read it 
as a proposition to strike out all the amendment. 
Let it be read again. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Let the House amendment 
be read, and then my amendment. 

The Secretary read ‘the amendmentof the House. 

Mr. KING. Is not the progosition of the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana to strike out the House 


_ 


ject. L wish, if L can be allowed now to do 





| reconsider will be entered. 


twenty-five per cent. less than | 


l suppose, as the motion of the Sen- | 





| both go together. 


| rate form. 
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amendment, and inserta substitute ? Sey os 








| my motion to amend the House amendip, be. 
\| fore the question shall be taken on striking jy 


7] 
Out, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, Tho Senat 
from New York moves to amend the ame nds 
of the House, by adding at the end of jt: ” 
Provided further, That the prices of printing for the two 
Houses of Congress, and for the Executive De Partin 2% 


during the present Congress shail be twenty-fte Per centu,: 
less than those now allowed by law. , 


The question is on adding these words 1, oa 
amendment of the House before the vote is take, 
upon striking out that amendment, ae 

Mr. KING. Another suggestion is mad 
add ‘except the Post Office bl: iuks, 
vided for by contract.”’ 
my amendment. ° 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I am very well he 
suaded that nothing will be done on’ this bil 
concurrence between the two Houses on Rs ee 


how | 


Linclude the ‘Sse Words ; 


to enter a motion for the reconsideration of ; 
vote last taken on the yeas and nays. [ inten 
to change my vote whenever I have an op] a 
tunity of doing so, and to vote against all any 
ments, and for the adoption of the j joint resoluti 


| of the House. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion. 
The question is op 
the motion of the Senator from New York, 1 


Oadd 
to; iQ 


| the words he proposes to the amendment of the 


House. 

Mr. ANTHONY called for the yeas and nay 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. HUNTER. I shall vote against the pror 
osition of the Senator from New York, because. 
as | understand it, he wants to add it to the amend. 
ment of the House, which provides for a different 
distribution of the printing. The effect of adding 
that to it will be, that when the Senate comes 
vote down-the other, all will be gone: but I y 
vote for the proposition of the Senator from Louis- 
iana, Who proposes to substitute the twenty-fiy 
per cent, reduction for the proposiuon of 
House in regard to the distribution. 1 will 
for the reduction, but not in the form in w! 
the Senator from New York propos: bee 
he wants to couple it with a diffe rent mod e of 
distributing the printtng between the - rinters of 
the two Houses. On the other hand, s 
from Louisiana proposes this reduc Hiei asa 
stitute for the proposition for a different dist- 
bution. 

Mr. KING. The propositions for reductio: 
thus far, have been original propositions in ac! 
House in which the other has not concurred; ond 
we have now appended to this appropriation bi! 
a proposition from the House which Is favora 
to their Printer, and conceded to be so. That 
their object. They say the division of the priut- 
ing is unfair. About that I care nothing; it is 
a matter of no sort of importance to me which of 
the Printers does this printing; and I would : 
take any time or trouble about that. But it was 
conceded here by gentlemen, when I yielded and 





| waived my amendment to take the vote on the 
| proposition of the Senator from Indiana, that 1! 
| was not at all likely that the House would agr 


to this amendment, if it was moved as an enur 
substitute for theirs, rejecting their proposition in 
toto. 1 therefore prefer that it shall be append 

as an amendment to theirs, and go with it, and/el 
If the Senate rejects this and 
rejects the other, [ shall move to put it in a sepa 
l am desirous to get it in any Way 

The difficulty which it seems to me there 1s, !s 


| in procuring the assent of a majority to put in 


any way. We postponed this bill to take up th 
bill of the Senator from Indiana, on the inume 
tion and suggestion that that was to be adoptet d 
unanimously without debate. When the Senate 
came to divide, lo! and behold, a majority was 
against it; and it seems to me there is an Widispo 
sition to pass anything on the subject. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the ro! ll uj 
the amendment of Mr. Kine. 

Mr. GREEN at first voted in the negative, but 


‘when the call of the roll was completed said: | 


ask leave to withdraw my vote. This quesvio”, 


_L see, appears to assume rather a party aspecs 


'and I had paired off with the Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Hare, |» whom I do not see 18 
his seat. It is justice to him that I should wits 
draw my vote. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no | 


tion, leave will be granted to the Senator to 
W chdraw his vote. 
Leave was cranted. 


The result was announced—yeas 20, nays 28; 


as follows: 

" yEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Cameron, Chand- 

oe Clark, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
min, King, ’ . 

Teambull, Wade, Wilkinson, and W ilson—20. J 

*'y \YS--Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Chesnut, Critten- 

ay, Davis, Fiteh, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hammond, Hemp- 

a Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 

y ane, Latham, Mallory, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Powell, 

oe Sebastian, Slidell, Toombs, Wigtall, and Yulee—2s. 








hice, 

So theamendment of Mr. Kine was rejected; 

on the question recurred on the amendment pro- 
nosed by Mr. SLIpELL. 

Mr. HAMLIN. There isa modification which 
chould be made in that amendment. It should 
except the Post Office blanks. 

Mr. SLIDELL. IL accept that modification. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I ask that the amendment 
be read, as modified. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Strike out all or the amendment of the House after the 
word * that,?? Where it firstoecurs, and insert: 

The prices of the public printing for the two Houses of 
Congress, and for the Executive Departments, except the 
Post Office bianks, now provided for by contract, during the 
pr 
u 





esent Congress, shall be twenty-five per centum Jess than 
e prices now allowed by law. 
Mr. FITCH. I desire to call the attention of 
Senator from Louisiana, and other Senators, 
to the probable effect of this amendment, which 
is right in principle but wrong in detail. The 
Printers have drawn much of their money. There 
is no provision here for compelling them to refund 


tie 


Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, | 


The House amendment to the Senate amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
has now read all the amendments of the Senate 
which the House of Representatives have amend- 
ed. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then I move that the Senate 
insist on their amendments to which the House 
has disagreed, and ask for a committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Hun- 
TER, Latruam, and WILson, were appointed con- 
ferees on the part of the Senate. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. TOOMBS. 


I move now to take up the 


|| miscellaneous appropriation bill. 


or for withholding, from the bills they will present | 


hereafter, the amount which this would reduce 
upon the bills which have been paid, 
should be something more of detail and some- 
thing more of certainty about it, and not have this 
blow struck in the dark, similar to the ene we 
struck in relation to the Post Office blanks, with- 
out knowing its effect hereafter. 1 presume the 
Senator from Louisiana will have no objection to 
moving, in licu of his amendment, the details of 
the joint resolution, which we have just had up, 
reducing 7 price twenty-five per cent. That 
points out the manner in which the money is to 
be withheld on settlement of Printers’ bills. I 
sliall vote for it as it is; but I warn Senators 
that it will involve us in no little controversy and 
trouble, if it becomes the law. 

The amendment of Mr. Suipett was agreed to; 
and the House amendment to the Senate amend- 
ment, as ihus amended, was concurred in, 

The Secretary read the next amendment of the 
Senate, to which the House of Representatives 

i made an amendment, being the tenth amend- 
ment of the Senate. The amendment of the Sen- 

was: 

lo enable the Secretary of the Interior to carry into 
effect the act appreved the 16th of May, 1860, creating an 

\ditional land district in Washington ‘Territory, $8,000. 

The House amendment was to add to it: 


Provided, ‘That the said sum shall be paid out of the pro- 
eds of the sale of land in the said district, and not other- 
Wice, 


The House amendment was concurred in. 


The Seeretary read the twenty-sixth amend- 
ment of the Senate, as follows: 


Ind be it further enacted,- That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to pay, out of the unexpended 
balance of the appropriation for the war debt of the State 
oi California, made by the last section of the act approved 
Sugust 5, 1854, entitled “* An act making appropriation for 


There | 


the support of the Army for the year ending the 30th of | 


June, 1855,” any outstanding and unpaid bonds and cou- 


pons issued by said State for said war debt prior to the pas- | 


sage of said aet, but bearing date subsequent to the Ist day | 
of January, 1854: Provided, Thatno payment shall be made 


beyond the unexpended amount of said appropriation now 


remaining in the 'Treasury.* 


The House amendment was to add, at the end 
of this Senate amendment: 


ind also that there be paid, out of any money in the 
'reasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $22,000, 
or so much thereof as may be required, for extra compen- 
sation and salaries to the district judges of California under 
the provisions of the seventh section of the act entitted 
‘An act to define and reguiate the jurisdiction of the dis- 
trict courts of the United States in California, in regard to 
the survey and location of confirmed private land claims,”’ 
approved June, 1860. 


Mr. HUNTER. We had better concur in that. 


€ put the same provision in the naval bill, yes- 
terday evening. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the action of the House of 
Representatives upon the amendments of the Sen- 
ate to the bill (H. R. No. 501) making appropri- 
ations for sundry civil expenses of the Govern- 
ment, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1861. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move that the Senate insist 
on its amendments to which the Heuse has dis- 
agreed, non-concur in the amendments of the 
House to the Senate amendments, and ask for a 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses. 

Mr. FITCH. Before the vote is taken upon 
that motion, I wish the Senate to concur in the 
House amendment to the thirty-ecighth Senate 
amendment, which the Clerk can reed. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator can have a sep- 
arate vote on that if he wishes. 
allow a separate vote on any amendment that any 
Senator may indicate. 

Mr. FITCH. This amendment of the House 
fixes the aggregate cost of the State Papers at 
$340,000. ‘That is the original restriction which 
the Senator from Maine and the Senator from 
Georgia thought was repealed by our amendment. 
I did not think so, but this repetition of the re- 
striction ean do no harm. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If thatis it, Lam in favor of it. 

The Secretary read the Tlouse amendment to 
the thirty-eighth amendment of the Senate, which 
was to add to It: 

Provided, That the whole amount expended in the pub 
lication of these volumes, shall not exceed $340,000. 

Mr. FITCH. That is the original restriction. 

The amendment of the House to the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. HAMLIN. There is anotheramendment 
upon which I ask the Senate to vote, and I move 
a concurrence with the House. It is the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment which was 
reported by the Committee on Finance, I think, 
appropriating $500,000 to continue the ‘Treasury 
building. 
the amendment as pays for what is already due, 


| and makes an appropriation of $350,000 prospect- 


ively. I think we had better close it up with that. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Very well. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the better way 
would be to read each amendment of the Senate 
which the House has amended. We ought to 
know what amendments the House has made. 
There may not be more than two or three. I do 
not know how many there are. 

The Secretary read the third amendment of the 
Senate, which was to insert: 

For the extension of the Treasury building, $335,263 71; 
and to pay for the materials already delivered and to be used 
in the construction of said extension, $164,736 29, making 
$500,000. 

The amendment of the House is, to strike out 
allof the Senate amendment, and insert in lieu of it: 
For the extension of the Treasury building, $350,000. 

The House amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Now I should like to 
know if there are any other amendments which 
have been amended by the House; and if so, I 
should like to hear them. 

Mr. TOOMBS. They can be read before the 
vote is taken on my motion, and the Senator can 
except any one on which he wantsa separate 
vote, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 


| ator from LIlinois call for the reading of the amend- 


ments? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Only those that the House 


has amended. J want to know what are the 


| amendments of the House to our amendments. 


The House have agreed to so much of 


Iam willing to | 
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The Secretary read the first amendment of the 
Senate, to which the House had made an amend- 
ment. The first amendment of the Senate wasto 
strike out of the bill the clause: 


‘* For preserving the unfinished work upon the Chartes- 


| ton custom-house, $5,000."" 


And to insert in lieu of it: 


To pay for marble already delivered at the Charleston 
custom-house, to be used in continuing the work on that 
building, $15,000; and for continuing the construction of 
that building, $135,000 ; making $159,000. And the Seere 
tary of the Treasury is directed to report to Congress, in 
his nextannual report on the finances, the amountof further 
appropriations that may be required to finish respectively 
this custom-house, and the one at New Orleans, and thi 
time necessary to complete the same; and whether any 
changes can be made consistently with the purposes for 
Which the building is intended which will reduce the cost 
of completion. 

The House amendment is to substitute for the 
Senate amendment the following clause: 

For preserving the unfinished work upon the Charleston 
custom house, $5,000 ; and to pay for the marble already 
delivered at the Charleston custom-house, to be used in 
continuing the work on that building, $15,000. And the 
Seeretary of the Treasury is directed to report to Congress, 
in his next annual report on the finances, the amonnt of 
further appropriations that may be required to finish respect 
ively this custom-house, and the one at New Orleans, and 
the time necessary to complete the same ; and whetherany 
changes can be made consistently with the purposes for 
which the building is intended which will reduce the cost 
of completion; and,in the mean time, no further materials 
shall be delivered for the said custom-houses. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I move to non-concur in that 
amendment of the House. 

* Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. 
a judicious reduction. 

Mr. TOOMBS. We argued the whole ques- 
tion, and decided this very point before. lsee no 
reason for going into the subject again, unlessnew 
light ean be thrown upon it. I suggest that, in- 
asmuch as the question has been fully discussed 
in the Senate, the Senator from Hlinois allow the 
vote to be taken, unless he has some new argu- 
ments to present. L suppose the vote will be as 


I think it is 


before. 
Mr.*-TRUMBULL. I will not take any time 
about it. The character of the amendment its 


somewhat changed. The House originally pro- 
posed to appropriate $5,000 to take care of the 
building. Now they have made an appropriation 
to pay for what marble has been delivered—some 
fifteen thousand dollars, if [ heard the amendment 
read correctty—and they have also added a pro- 
vision requiring the proper Department to report 
what can be done hereafter. 

Mr. TOOMRS. That is in the original. 

Mr. 'TRUMBULL. Notin the Elouse original. 
We put that on in the Senate. They have per- 
haps altered the phraseology somewhat; but it is 
substantially in that respect the same provision 
as we made. I think we had better take it as the 
House have adopted it. 1 am willing to have the 
vote taken; I do not want to occupy time. 

The House amendment was non-concurred in. 

The Secretary read the second amendment of 
the Senate, which was to strike out the clause: 

“For preserving the unfinished work upon the New 
Orleans custom-house, $5,000."" 

And to insert in licu of it: 

To pay for marble already delivered at the New Orleans 
customn-house, to be used in continuing the work on that 
building, 225,000, and for continuing the construction of 
that building, $280,000, making $305,000. 

The House amendment is to strike out all ot 
the Senate amendment, and substitute for it: 

lor preserving the unfinished work upon the New Or 
leans custom-house, 85,000, and to pay for marble already 
delivered at the New Orleans custom-house, to be used in 
continuing the work on that building, $25,000, and in the 


meantime no further material shall be delivered for the said 
custom-house. 


Mr. TOOMBS. 
in that amendment. 
The House amendment was non-concurred in. 


I move that we non-concur 


The Seeretary read the sixth amendment of the 
Senate, which was to insert: 
For the prosecution of the work on the Capitol exten- 


sion, during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1661, 
the sum of £300,000, 


The amendment of the House ts to add to it: 


Provided, That none of the money hereby appropriated. 
shall be expended in the decoration and embellisiment of 
the Capitol extension by sculpture or painting, or other 
works of illustrated art, unless the designs for the same 
shall have been approved by the art commission, ap- 
pointed by the President May 15, 1859, in pursuaner of acts 
ot Congress of June 12, 1858, and March 3, [D095 but this 
proviso shall not be so construed as to interlere with the 
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completion and payment for works already begun by Craw- 
ford and Rogers. 


Mr. TOOMBS. 


I move to non-concur inthat. 


THE CONGRESSION 


i 
' 
1} 


The House amendment was non-concurred in. | 


The Secretary read the seventh amendment of 
the Senate, which was to insert: 


‘To enable the superintendent of the Capitol extension to || 


purchase from Rice & Hecbner thirty-four monolithic col 
umns, at the price specified in their supplemental contract 
ot March 30, 1854, the marble for said columns to be ap 
proved by said superintendent, the sum of $47,600: Pro 


matter to the currency of this country is not going 
to be regulated in this way. Two years ago there 


was a want of cents, a very general call for them | 


in the northern cities. 
circulating as money in my life until I came here. 
Possibly they may be used in some of our cities, 


I never saw one of them | 


but I live in the country. There was, as I say,a | 
few years ago, in the northern cities, a great de- || 


| mand for them, and there was a provision adopted 


|| that we should exchange old silver at its nominal 


vided, That no part of the sum appropriated for the prose- 


cution of the work shall be applied to the purchase of 
marble columns. 
The House amendment is to add: 


And provided further, That the material of said columns 
shall be American marble. 


Mr. GREEN. While I am in favor of the 
amendment of the House, | move that the Senate 
non-concur, because | think a committee of con- 
ference can put the whole of it in a better shape 
than itnowis. ‘The Senate amendment, I think, 
is very objectionable; and | want a means of reach- 
ing it, so as to put itin a shape that will be sat- 
isfactory to all. Ido not like this way of Con- 
gress making contracts; yet the Senate putin the 
bill an amendment for two individuals. Though 
the House has improved it, and so faras the mere 

\ 
the House amendment, because it confines it to 
domestic marble, marble of our own country, 
which I think right; because we have a good ma- 
terial,and we can supply the wants and make as 
beautiful a building here as with Parian marble ot 
Italian marble; yet we cannot reach the Senate 
amendment without disagreeing to the House 
amendment. Therefore | hope we shall disagree 
to the House amendment; although, if you de- 
termine to stand by the original Senate amend- 


ment, | would vote for the House amendment to it. | 


The House amendment was non-concurred in 
—ayes twenty-seven, noes not counted. 

The Secretary read the thirticth amendment of 
the Senate; which was to insert: 

For the survey of the eastern boundary of California, in 
pursuance of a law passed during the present session of 
Congress for that purpose, $55,000, 

The House amendment is to add to the Senate 
amendment: 

And for the repair of the capitol building in Nebraska, 
&5,000. 

Mr. GREEN. I move that the Senate non- 
concur in that. The subject of the Nebraska 
public buildings was before us, and we voted 
down the provision. 

The House amendment was non-concurred in. 

The Secretary read the thirty-fifth amendment 
of the Senate; which was to add to the bill, as 
an additional section : 


“Ind be it further enacted, ‘That the second section of the 


} cents, 


abstract question is concerne d, I would vote for | 


value for cents. There was great profit in this, 


for some of the silver was depreciated ten, or fif- | 


teen, or twenty per cent. Persons brought it to 
the Mint and the Mint was compelled to take it at 


its nominal and notits real value,in exchange for | 


This has made a great multiplication of 
the latter coin. You have thrown cents on the 
market to a greater extentthan is required by the 
wants of the people who use them. There were 
many petitions before our committee on the sub- 
ject, and we thought the remedy was to takeaway 
the premium upon turning old silver into cents, 
and leave the matter where it was under the law; 


and thus the Mint will go on andput out cents as | 


fast as the people want them, according to the legit- 
imate wants of trade, but notto give abounty. By 


the rejection of this amendment of the House, the | 
law will stand there, and thatis where it ought to | 


stand. Then only as many cents will be put out 
as people come to the Mint and say they want. 


| They will have to pay the full value for them. 


They will have to pay in gold and silver to get 
them atthe Mint. We take away the premium, 


to induce them to throw them on the trade of the | 


country faster than the trade wants them. There- | 


fore, the House amendment is wrong. 
Mr. GREEN. I think, with the Senator from 


| Georgia, it is all wrong to undertake to regulate 


the coinage on this bill; but if you do commence 


| it, | want to do what is right in our judgment. 


Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate will dis- 


agree to the House amendment; and then I hope | 
the Senator from Missouri will let the matter | 


stand, 


Mr. GREEN. 


| draw mine. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


| ison the amendment proposed by the Senator 


“Act making appropriations for the legislative, executive, | 


and judicial expenses of the Government for the year end 
ing the 30th of June, 1860,” approved the 3d of March, 1859, 
shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

The House amendment is to add: 

And that from and after the 30th of June, 1860, the coin- 
age of cents shall cease. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move a non-concurrence. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the House amend- 
ment will be concurred in. 


Mr. TOOMBS. 


from Missouri to the amendment of the House. 

Mr. GREEN. I withdraw it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from Georgia, 
tlrat the Senate non-concur in the amendment of 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House 
amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The House amendments to 
our amendments having been disposed of, I now 
move that the Senate insist on its amendments to 


which the House have disagreed, and ask fora 


The evil has been that the | 


Mint has been compelled to exchange the cents | 
for the old Spanish silver at its nominal value. | 


By simply repealing the section which the Senate | 


proposed to repeal, we leave the discretion with 
the Mint to issue the coin according to the public 
wants. This amendment of the House was put 
in because the House knew nothing about the 
question. : 

Mr. CAMERON. I find that the prevention 
of that coinage will do great injury to a large in- 
terest in this country. It interferes with the 
penny press. I have hada number of letters, 
since the amendment was agreed to by the Sen- 
ate, saying that it will destroy the business of 
printing penny newspapers. Therefore 1 am de- 
sirous of leaving it where it was before, and I 
am for striking out the provision. 

Mr. GREEN. 1 move to amend the House 
amendment by adding: 

Ant also the coinage of three-cent pieces and three-dol- 
lar gold pieces. 

‘They are both odd coins, and, I think, create 
great confusion in our commercial transacuons. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope that so important a 


H 


make a motion to reconsi 


conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Toomns, 
Mr. Briear, and Mr. Fessenven, were appointed 
the committee of conference on the part of the 
Senate. 

Mr. SIMMONS subsequently said: I desire to 

hen vote upon the mis- 
cellaneous appropriation bill, which passed a 
short time ago. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is a priv- 
ileged motion, and the Chair will entertain it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the Senate concurred in the House 
amendment reducing the appropriation for the 
Treasury extension. 


Mr. HUNTER. I suggest that the vote b 


| which the bill passed must first be reconsidered, 


in order to get at that. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I voted under a mistake. I 
want to reconsider that, and non-concurc in the 
House amendment, and let it all go to the com- 
mittee on conference. It seems to me that can be 
readily done. 

Mr. HUNTER. 


I should dislike very muc.. 
to see this bill reopened. 


If it be done, 1 do not 


know when we shall get through with it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
is on the motion to reconsider. 


Mr. HUNTER. The bill has passed; and in 


The question 


order to reach the amendment, we must recon- 


sider the vote passing the bill. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


Very well; if the Senate will || 
| disagree to the House amendment, | shall with- 
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thinks that a motion to reconsider a vote of th, 
Senate concurring in an amendment made by 
the House to a Senate amendment, is in Orde 
That is the motion of the Senator from Rhod 
Island. ° 

Mr. HUNTER. [ beg pardon; the bil y 
passed before, and the question is upon an amend. 
ment of the House toit. At any rate, the ee 
sending it toa conference must first be reconsid. 
ered before the amendment can be reached. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Soenaty 
from Virginia is correct. The bill havine coer 
to a committee of conference, that vote must we 
reconsidered before the motion of the Senator from 
Rhode Island can be entertained. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I move, then, to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was sent to a commit. 
tee of conference. [‘*Oh, no.”’] 1 withdray the 
motion, as the Senate seems to be opposed to jt 

MESSAGE FROM THE IIOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representative 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that t- 
House had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 3))) 
for the relief of Sheldon McKnight, with ay 
amendment, in which the concurrence of the Sey. 
ate was requested. 

The message further announced that the Hons, 
had passed the bill (S. No. 206) for the relief of 
Emilie G. Jones, executrix of Thomas P, Joyes 
deceased, and Nancy M. Johnson, administratriy 
of Walter R. Johnson, deceased. 


CALIFORNIA OVERLAND MAIL. 
Mr. YULEE. There is a bill upon which we 


adjourned yesterday evening, which now comes 


| up in regular order as unfinished business, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The unfinished 
business of yesterday is in order. 

Mr. LATHAM. I move to postpone all pre. 
vious orders and proceed to the consideration of 
House bill No. 304, relating to overland mails to 
California. Yesterday the Senate put this bill 
down for half past eleven o’clock to-day, as a 
special order, ft was then put aside for the pur- 
pose of finishing one of the general appropriation 
Now, this proposition is of quite as much 
importance as the one to which the Senator from 
Florida refers. After the 30th day ofyhis month 
the contract for carrying the mail to California 
over one of the principal routes expires, and legis- 
lation is absolutely essential. Congress is on the 
eve of an adjournment. It is absolutely essential 
that there shall be discussion upon this project, 
because | apprehend there is a contrariety of 
views as to the proper policy which should be 
pursued. The Post Office deficiency bill can li 
over at least until to-morrow. It has not been 
before this body for several days, and a delay of 
one day more certainly will not cause it any par- 
ticular injury. 

Mr. YULEE. The Post Office deficiency hill, 
as it is styled, although it is the regular appropr!- 
ation bill for 1860, is pending between the two 
Houses upon a disagreement between them on ali 
important provision which it contained, as it orl- 
ginally came to the Senate, and in which the Sea- 
ate did not concur. There have been two commit 
tees of conference. I am yet in hopes that there 
may be some agreement between the two Houses. 
I am solicitous that we should have the action o! 
the Senate upon it at as early a date as possible, 
and I would prefer it now. I think it will not 
probably require the consumption of much time, 
and we shall not be much in the way of the meas- 
ure proposed by the Senator from California, 
and about which he is very properly anxious. | 
think it not at all unlikely that upon anotler 
conference the two Houses may be able to ap- 
proach an agreement, if not to succeed in one, 00 
the Post Office bill. I am prepared to concede 
something, I think to concede more than we ca! 
oroperly concede, to thé wishes of the House. 
| hope, therefore, that the bill will be taken up, 
and that we shall endeavor, if possible, to dis- 
pose of it. This bill out of the way, and one or 
two appropriation bills that are still pending 0” 
disagreements between the two Houses, and we 
shall be able to adjourn, and I mae to adjourn 
at an earlier day even than Monday; but tts 
important that we should get this bill out of the 
way, in order that I _ know when I ought te 
bring up the post route bill; because I propose b 
put upon the post route bill amendments = 
may or may not be necessary, according to te 
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conclusions to which the two Houses may come 
respecting this bill. — [t is therefore desirable that | 
a vet upon it now. 
we sho PHAM. The Senator has stated the 
‘ ry reason why I am anxious that the overland 
mail bill should be considered. The very mo- 
on nt the committees of conference dispose of the 
coneral appropriation bills, an adjournment will 
be urged, and the result will be that a measure so 
important as the one to which I want the atten- 
tion of the Senate to be called will be passed over | 
to the next session, and accordingly a serious in- 
ary will be done to the constituency that I have 
jhe honor to represent here. I call for the yeas | 
und nays on my motion. el 
"The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 17; as follows. 


YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bright, Chesnut, Doolittle, Dur- 
kee, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Gre n, Gwin, Hale, Harlan, Iver- 
con, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Polk, Rice, Sew- 
ard, Trumbull, and Wilkinson—21. | 

VAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Clark, Crittenden, Fessen- 
den, Hemphill, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, Mallory, 
Pearce, Powell, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Toombs, Wade, Wig. | 
fall, Wilson, and Yulee—17. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 304) inviting 
proposals for carrying the entire mail between 
the Atlantic and Pacific States on one line; the 
question pending being on the amendment offered 
by Mr. LatuamM as a substitute for the amend- 
ment of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to ask the honorable 
Senator who moved this amendment one or two 
questions. I wish to ask whether, in his opin- 
jon, the service provided for in the first section 
of his amendment can be obtained for the sum 
named therein? 

Mr. LATHAM. I have been so assured. 

Mr. HALE. I ask the Senator if it is his pres- 
ent opinion that it can be so obtained ? 

Mr. LATHAM. I think it can. In fact, I 
have no doubt about it as longas the printed mat- 
ter is not put upon the route. I desire, however, 
to offer one or two amendments to my amend- 
ment. 1 mgve, on page 2 of the amendment, sec- 
tion heen Bee three, to strike out ** twenty-one,” 
and insert ‘* twenty-two;”’ and at the end of the 
section, after the word ‘*law,’’ to insert ** or at 
the expiration of two years.’’ Then on page 3, 
section five, line eleven, ‘fone hundred’’ should 
be *ninety.’’ On page 4, at the end of the sev- 
enth section, after the word ‘* cents,’’ I propose 
to add, ** for each single letter not exceeding half 
an ounce in weight.”’ 

Mr. GWIN. I suggest to my colleague that 
the first section of his amendment provides that 
the time for the line from Placerville to St. Joseph 
shall be eighteen days. He had better say nine- 
wen days, to correspond with the time on the other 
routes. Otherwise, that being the shortest route, 
all the letters might go over it. 

Mr. LATHAM. I willalter that provision in 
the first section, by striking out ‘ eighteen”’ and 
inserting ** nineteen.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The modifica- 
tion proposed by the Senator from California to 
his own amendment will be made. 

Mr. GREEN. I mové to add, at the end of 
the sixteenth line of the first section: 





With a branch from Kansas City, in the State of Mis- 
souri, connecting with the main line at such point west as 
the Postmaster General shall select as most appropriate, 
for Which a reasonable compensation shall be paid by the 
Postmaster General. 


Mr. LATHAM. [accept that. 
_ The amendment of Mr. Letnasiy as modified, 
is as follows: to strike out all after the word 
“that,” in the amendment of the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and insert: 


That the Postmaster General he, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to contract with the contractors on 
route *8911, between St. Joseph, Missouri, and Great Salt 
Lake City, and route *12801, between Great Sait Lake 
City and Placerville, California, for the conveyance of 
the United States mails on which letter postage is paid 
between St. Joseph, Missouri, and Placerville, Califor- 
nia, in nineteen days’ time, along such intermediate route 
as the contractors may select: Provided, The service can 
be obtained tri-weckly at a compensation not to exceed 
$400,000 per annum, the mail to be carried in four-horse 
coaches or spring wagons, and the contractors to supply 
Intermediate offices along the route with the entire mail 
Without additional compensation, with a branch from Kan- 
Sas City, in the State of Missouri, connecting with the main 
line at such point west as the Postmaster General shall se- 





lect as most appropriate, for which a reasonable compen- 
sation shall be paid by the Postmaster General. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General is hereby authorized to agree with the contractors 
on route *12578, from St. Louis to San Francisco, for such 
modification of their contract so as to carry the mail from 
Vicksburg or New Orleans, on the Mississippi, instead of 
St. Louis, and to provide for tri-weekly service in twenty 
days’ time, and ibe supplying of intermediate offices on the 
route with the entire mails, without additional cost to the 
Government. 

Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General is hereby authorized to contract tor transportation, 
in twenty-two days, of a steamer mail, including all the 
printed matter and franked documents, between the Atlan- 
tic and Pacific States, by steamships, by the nearest and 
most expeditious route, ata cost not exceeding $400,000 per 
annum, three times a month, and such contract to end upon 
the repeal by Congress of the present franking law, or at 
the expiration of two years, 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That upon the repeal 
by Congress of the present franking law, the entire mail 
matter shall be carried overland upon routes *8911, *12801, 
and *12578, named in this bill, or at the option of the con 


| tractors on said routes, by steamers, in twenty-five days’ 


time, and not less than twice a month, without additional 
cost to the Government. 

Sec. 5. .dnad be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
modify the contract with the contractors now performing 
service on routes *12540, *12543, and *12555, so as to pro- 
vide for the conveyance of the United States mails in four 
horse coaches, six times a week, at a schedule of seven 


| days, from April 1, to December 1, and tourteen days the 
| remainder of the year, from Sacramento City, via Yreka, 


{| Jacksonville, Roseburg, Oakland, Eugene City, Corvallis, 


| and Salem, to Portland, Oregon, tor a compensation not to 


excced $90,000 per annum. 
Sec. 6. .dnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to pro- 


| vide for the conveyance of the United States mail, on which 


letter postage is paid, weekly, from St. Paul, Minnesota, 
via Saint Cloud, and from Superior, Wisconsin, via Crow 
Wing, to the Dalles in Cregon, with the same preémption 
right as heretofore allowed upon other through routes : 
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which commences at St. Louis and runs down to 
Fort Smith; so that the whole Butterfield route 
may, with the consent of the contractors, com- 
mence either at Vicksburg or New Orleans, as 
the Postmaster General and the contractors may 
agree. That seems to me to be the very best 
arrangement that can be made. If the second sec- 
tion be stricken out, and the other provisions of 
the amendment now offered by the Senator from 
California be adopted, there will be two routes 
going from St. Louis, or rather one starting from 
St. Louis and one from St. Joseph, which I con- 
sider the same thing, because there are already 
mail contracts to carry the mail from St. Louis to 
St. Joseph by railway. There is no sort of neces- 


| sity for having two routes from St. Louis. I 


hope the second section will not be stricken out, 
but that the Postmaster General will be left free, 
with the consent of the Butterfield contractors, to 
discontinue that portion of the route, if he thinks 
it most advisable. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. 1 concur in the views 
which have been submitted by the Senator from 
Missourl, in favor of striking out the second see- 
tion, and [ will state very briefly my reasons, I 
beg, in the first place, to reiterate what has been 


, said by the Senator from Missouri, that this en- 


Pro- | 


| pided, The service can be obtained at an annual cost not | 
| exceeding $200,000, and the trip to be performed in twenty 


days, from May 1 to November 1, and in thirty days the re- 
mainder of the year. 
Sec. 7. nd be it further enacted, That the cost of ser- 


vice authorized in this act, and of that now performing | 


under the said act of the 3d of March, 1857, be paid by the 
Secretary of the Treasury quarterly upon the certificate of 
service from the Postmaster General; and thatthe postage 


Washington Territory, and the Atlantic States, shall be ten 
cents for cach single letter not exceeding half an ounce in 
weight. 

Sec. 8. 4nd be it further enacted, That the contracts for 
carrying the land and ocean mails under this law shall ex- 
pire on the 15th of September, 1866. 


Mr. POLK. I move to amend the amendment 
of the Senator from California by striking out the 
second section. 
Butterfield contract. Iam unwilling to interfere 
with that contract. It is acongressional contract. 


This section has reference to the | 


It is acontract that has been faithfully performed, | 
on the part of the contractors, from the beginning | 


| to the present time; and [ think Congress ought 


to perform the contract on its part. The contract 
may not be such a one as members of Congress 
would now be willing to make; but it has been 


| made; the service has becn in operation for nearly 





two years, and the contractors have never failed 
to perform their part of the contract; and I think 
Congress ought to perform its part. 

Mr. IVERSON. I understand that the effect 
of this motion to strike out the second section 
would be to keep the Butterfield contract just as 
itis, going down from St. Louis southwesterly, 
crossing at El Paso, and going in that direction to 
San Francisco. 
stand it, does not interfere at all with the Butter- 
field route, except with the consent of the con- 
tractors themselves. Under that section, if the 
contractors are willing to modify and change the 
original contract, which was to run from St. 
Louis, with a branch from Memphis uniting at 
Fort Smith, or somewhere in that neighborhood, 
the Postmaster General is to have power to do so; 
but this section does not confer upon the Post- 
master General the arbitrary power to change the 
route as he chooses; it is only to be done with 
the consent and approbation of the contractors 
themselves. 

By other provisions of the measure before us, 
there is to be an overland mail route, commenc- 


The second section, as I under- 


ing at St. Louis or St. Joseph, which amounts | 


practically to the same thing, running across on 
what is called the middle or central route. I do 
not see the necessity of having two mail lines 
commencing at St. Louis, one running by the 
Butterfield route across the country ina southern 
direction, and the other running over the middle 


| spect. 


, ecution of the enterprise. 
} on through letters, to and from California, Oregon, and || 


terprise undertaken under such unpropitious cir- * 


cumstances, in the early stages of the adventure, 
was a mere experiment, and it required men of 
the boldest nerve, of the largest capital, and the 
most perfect administrative faculties, to carry out 
an enterprise of such magnitude. They have 
achieved a success that does honor to the enterprise 
and energy of our American citizens, Itisnowa 
complete success. Itis no longer, as any other 
route must be, a mere venture in the dark. They 
have carried the mail apon a route which is now 
found to be practicable and feasible in every re- 
They have equipped that route with all 
the muniments and accompaniments and appoint- 
ments necessary to the complete and efficient pros- 
Therefore, to release 
our hold upon that which we have, and which is 
acomplete success, to grope about in the dark, 


| in some other direction, for a substitute for it, is 


certainly a very dangerous adventure on our part. 
I propose to leave this line just as it is, on the 


| ground that it is already a complete success, an 
|| accomplished fact, and answers all the purposes, 


and comes up to all the expectations of the friends 


| who advocated its original establishment. 


| is embraced in this measure. 


But, Mr. President, look at the policy which 
The policy indi- 
cated by its provisions is not to provide by one 
single route for carrying the mail from the eastern 


| States to the Pacific, but to carry it by different 
|| routes, so as to subserve all the great sectional 


interests of the country. Commencing at the 


North, near the head waters of the Mississippi, I * 


find that St. Paul has a route and Lake Superior 
has a branch uniting with it so far upon the other 


| side of the Rocky Mountains, at the Dalles in 


Oregon, as to constitute almost separate and dis- 
tinct routes from the extreme northern part of the 
country to the slope of the Stony Mountains near 
the Pacific coast. [do not object to that. Lam 


| for distributing this kind of favors and benefits 


with no sectional motives, and to inure to no par- 
ticular sectional advantage. 

In the South again, there is a proposition here 
to run a mail from New-Orleans by way of Gal- 
veston, San Antonio, and El Paso, upon the ex- 
treme southern verge of the Union, concentrating 
also at San Francisco. That is certainly neces- 
sary to accommodate the great commercial inter- 
course between New Orleans and the queen city 
upon the Pacifie slope. 

Sut what then becomes of this great intermedi- 
ate region of country that is left abandoned to its 


| fate—frozen out asit were in favor of the extreme 


northern and the extreme southern route? The 
central route from St. Joseph is provided for; but 
from St. Louis to New Orleans, a distance of 


| nearly fifteen hundred miles, there ig not a point 
| upon the Mississippi river which is indicated as 


_ the terminus of one of these routes. 
| region of country to be thus neglected ? 


Is this great 
Is it so 
unimportant; does it cut so poor a figure in the 


geography of the country, or in connection with 


its great national interests, as to be entirely un- 


| proviied for? Allow the second seetion of the 
route. It seems to me that we may very well || amendment of the Senator from California to re- 
get rid of that portion of the Butterfield route || main as my friend from Missouri and myself 








3148 


cate lines going from the extreme North; you 
have the line from the South; you have the line 
from &t. Joseph; and then you have the line 
branching from St. Louis and Memphis on the 
central route. This accommodates all the great 
business, all the lines of settlement, and all the 
geographical interests which center on the Mis- 
sissippi river from the Belize on the south to the 
Lake of the Woods on the north. This, it seems 
to me, would accomplish something like an equal 
division and equal distribution of the geograph- 
ical benefits of this measure. I understand that, 
by striking out this section, and leaving the But- 
terfield route as it is, we strike out the only pro- 
vision here made for carrying the mail from New 
Orleans to San Francisco. ‘That is an omission 
which I advise my friends from ‘Texas can be 
very well remedied by a distinct and separate 
provision for that route; and I am sure the Sena- 
tors from Louisiana and from ‘Texas do not wish 


to profitat the expense of Arkansas and Missouri, | 


and all the central southern States, the double tier 
of them reaching from Memphis clear through: > 
the Atlantic ocean—Tennessee, North Carolina, 
Virginia, Georgia, Northern Alabama, and North- 
“ern Mississippi. ‘There is no point at which the 
great mail communication of this vast re gion de- 
bouches on the Mississippi, except at Memphis; 
and then would you create the necessity of bring- 
ing them south hundreds of miles, or as far north, 
in order to seek an outlet to the Pacific ocean? By 
adopting this route already in existence, whose 
success has been completely vindicated, you an- 
swer the purpose completely, and the wants of 


‘Pexas and Louisiana can be answered by a sep- | 


arateamendment. If this motion succeeds, I shall 
supportanamendmentauthorizing the Postmaster 
General to open an independent and distinct route 
from New Orleans, by way of Galveston and San 
Antonio, to El Paso, where it can connect with 
the Butterfield route, that is already established 
and in such compicte and successful operation. 

I hope, therefore, that those sections who are 
already provided for here will not content them- 
selves with getting what they want, but will trouble 
themselves somewhat to see that justice is done 
to a section which, if this amendment of the Sen- 
ator from California is allowed to stand as it is, 
will have great injustice inflicted on it—I mean 
the great southern central States of the Union. 

Mr. HALE. 1 want to say a word or two in 
relation to the subject, on which several of the 


Senators who have spoken have touched, and that | 


is the service of the Butterfield route, which has 
been lauded very much. So far as any commend- 
ations have been given to these gentlemen for the 
fidelity and regularity with which they have per- 
formed their service, L have not a word to say. I 
believe it has been everything which has been said 
of it in that respect; but when it is said to have 
been a complete success, I beg leave to differ; and 
I say that a more total, utter, and entire failure 
never attended any enterprise. Ll will read to you 
from the report of the Postmaster General on this 
Butterfield route to begin with. He says, in his 
annual report: 

“The service upon this extended route has been per 
ormed with great regularity, and generally within schedule 
tumes but the contract has proved one of the heaviest bur 
a wowhich the Departwent has ever been subjected. 
With an expenditure atthe rate of $600,000 perannum, the 
postages received in return have not amounted to more than 
HY7 WV 945 so that, atter making allowances for such in- 
crease os may be anticipated, the Department, at the expi 
ration of the six years tor which the contract was entered 
into, will have lost from this route alone more than three 
million dollars.” 

That is the entire success which has attended 
this establishment. Again, sir, in the last Con- 
gress this matter was brought before the attention 
of the Senate, and the Senate, by avery decided 
vote, determined that they had control over it, 
and might redace ut, and they did, by a vote of 
the Senate, which failedbto become a law, from the 


and did not finally pass, Subsequently, the Post- 
master General, sceing what a dead weight this 
contract was upon the Department, and that it 
was sinking nearly the whole amount of the pay, 
determined, if possible, to curtail it, and he ap- 
plied to the Attorney General, and the Attorney 
General, in a written opinion, told him that from 
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would have it, and it subserves all the great pur- 
poses of the country. You have these two dupli- 


| gradation—the Overland Mail Company first, | 
Vanderbilt next, the Pacific Mail Company next |) 





the right to curtail, he had not the right, but it 
was left for Congress. 
strike Congress, but I believe that that principle 
of law and of the Constitution, which makes all 
property, of whatever character, subject to the 
necessities of the public service, applies equally 
to a franchise under a contract as to any other 
species of property; that the tenure by which in- 


dividuals hold their real estate is of just as high | 


GLOBE. 

meer T ; 3 2 , 
| the practicability of the overland route, anc 
I do not know how it will | 


and sacred a character, to say the least, as ‘that | 


which a party has under a congressional contract; 
and if we think the public interest requires it, we 
have an undoubted right toannul the whole con- 
tract, paying tothe contractors just exactly what 
we think, or what an impartial tribunal may 


think, is due to them by way of liquidated dam- | 


ares, 

Now, sir, if I understand these 
and I have seen them, and I think I am not mis- 
taken in the assurance which they give to me— 
they are willing to abandon the contract at once, 


contractors— 


and release the Government from this burden, | 


which, if the Government holds on to, will cause 
ita loss of $3,000,000, as the Postmaster General 
says. ‘They are willing to abandon the whole of 
it for one year’s pay, which is $600,000. If you 
will pay them a round sum of $600,000 they will 
vo otf content, and you will save, by that opera- 
tion, $2,400,000—or nearly that. In my humble 
judgment, the true policy of the Government is 
to abandon this contract entire, and pay these 
genutemen honorably and honesty what is their 


L have indicated—§$600,000. 

| am perfectly aware, in approaching this sub- 
ject, that it is one of embarrassment; and these 
embarrassments are increased by the interests 
which are connected with this legislation which 
is now called for on the part of Congress. I hold 


in my hand a paper purporting to be an extract | 
from a communication addressed to a New York | 


newspaper, speaking of one of these bills—I be- 
lieve, substantially, the one before us now. The 
writer says: 

“Tris un 
cermed.”? 

And IT beg the attention of the Senate to the 
enumeration of the people who are satisfied, as a 
reason why we should pass this bill. Inthe first 


understood that it satisfies all the interests con- | 


place, ** it satisfies’? the Overland Mail Company. | 


Butterfield & Co. are content with this bill. 

Mr. POLK. What bill is it that the Senator 
is referring to? 

Mr. HALE. The one now before the Senate, 
the proposition of the honorable Senator from 
California, (Mr. Larnam.] Next ‘the Vanderbilt 
Company, and the Pacific Mail Company.’’ These 
three are all satisfied; and then, fourth, comes the 
** Post Office Department.’’ ‘That is the fourth 
thing which is satisfied in the order in which they 
are given in this paper. ‘And lastly, the south- 
western members.’? There you have a regular 


—they are all satisfied; and then comes the Post 
Office Department, and finally the southwestern 


| members. 


That is only a fair specimen of the manner in 


which these outside influences are constantly 
brought to bear. And now I will proceed with this | 


Butterfield company. 


I give you the opinion of | 


the Postmaster General, that it is a dead drain | 
on the Treasury to nearly the amount of six hun- | 


dred thousand dollars a year, and that if we go 
on with the contract we shall lose three million. 
They are willing to take $600,000 now and go off, 
thus saving us over two million. The Senate at 
the last Congress expressed an opinion in favor 
of this saving. 

Again, the Butterfield company, for which so 
much credit is asked, in my humble judgment, 


are not entitled to that credit, for they do not run | 


their route on the line they bid for; but that is | 


| not their fault. 
fact that the, bill failed between the two Houses, | 


They were crowded down some 
eight degrees south of that. They started at St. 


| Louis, making an ox-bow across the continent. 


| This was done by the Postmaster General. 
compelled them to go there, contrary to the route | 


the peculiar phraseology of the contract, or from || which was already in successful operation, and 
the omission of the ordinary qualification giving || drove off the pioneers who literally established 


He 


they bid for. Instead of being pioneers to explore 
a route across the continent, and establish the 
practicability of an overland mail, they actually 
went down to El Paso, and there took a route 


| 
| 


| taken in this matter, that it is the opinion Of ny 
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. 1 Occy 
pied one that was already explored and jn = 
cessful operation. So much for the credit 7 
due to them on that score. They are now runny. 


at an annual loss to the Department of oy, ' 


that is 


-amillion dollars. As I said before, they are ba 
_ erous; for while they are making this great dra;, 
|, on the Treasury | do not kuow that they ss 
putting a great deal in their own pockets. 9.9 
they are willing to take the $600,000 and aoe 
| and I would give it to them, and be glad to aia 


it to tem, and think it would be a gr 
to the country if they would take it, 
This is a vital question for Congress to d, cide 
It is whether they will have an overland mail o, 
an ocean steam mail to California, or both com. 
bined. I think the two combined make the yo. 
worst possible system that human ingenuity cay 
suggest. I think we should either take ope , 
the other. If we have an ocean line, it may ‘ust 
as well take the whole mail as a part; and the 
considerations which operate in favor of an over. 
land mail system should be weighed, it seems t 
me, in contrast with the ocean steam service. | 
have understood, if 1 am not exceedingly mis. 


al Saving 


Yoru 
yCry 


il 


conversant with the subject that the interests of 
the country will be better subserved by an over: 
land mail than by the ocean service, 

The honorable Senator from California, [My. 


| Gwin,] I know, in all the conversation we hayo 


’ | had together upon the Committee on th: Pos 
due; and they are willing to take the sum which || 


Office and Post Roads, has been uniform in his 


| declarations that he desired an entire overland 


| consideration, presented by his colleague, seems 


mail system. The system which is now under 


to me vicious in this material respect, that it re. 
tains the ocean mail service and at the same time 
establishes an overland mail, and does not burden 
the latter with the entire mail matter. An ideg 


} has been started, which, I suppose, will bi 


cued on this floor, that it is impracticable to tak 
the whole mail matter by an overland line. Lam 
authorized to say by those who, I think, know 
whereof they affirm, and who are able and ready 
and willing to make good their sayings, that itis 
not so, and that responsible contractors can | 
found to carry the entire mail of the comntry over- 
land, dispensing entirely with steam service. 
Then, sir, if you come to the conclusion that 
you want an overland mail system entirely, my 
judgment, from the best reflection I have heen able 
to give the subject, and it has not been a little, is 
that itis due to the northern settlements to give 
an overland mail according to the proposition sub- 
mitted by the honorable Senator from Minnesota, 
by which he provides for a weekly mail, going 
from St. Paul across the country to the Pacific 
coast, at an annual expense of $200,000; and then 
establish an overland mail direct from St. Louis 
to San Francisco tri-weekly for $600,000, or daily 
for $800,000 a year, carrying the entire mail from 
St. Louis to San Francisco. Then, if the Butter- 
ficld contract was out of the way—as it ought to 
be, for it takes $600,000 a year from the ‘l'reas- 
ury, and, instead of benefiting, rather retards 


what would be a wholesome and efficient system— 


you could have another mail, tri-weekly or semi- 
weekly, from New Orleans, by way of E! Paso, to 
the Pacific coast, and that can be had for four hun- 
dred or six hundred thousand dollars a year, | 
think for $400,000 semi-weekly; which would 
make the entire cost of a total overland system, 
taking the whole matter and giving a daily ma! 
between St. Louis and San Francisco, one million 
four hundred thousand or one million six hundred 
thousand dollars a year; and giving, in addition 


| to all the routes which have been spoken of, the 
| route that has been indicated in committee by the 


Senator from Minnesota. In my humble judg- 


/ ment, that is the true policy of the Government. 


It is to abandon the mail steamers altogether, and 
to look at once to an efficient national system 0! 


. . ha 
| carrying the mails across our own country on tie 


} 


routes that are indicated, or substantially those: 


one from St. Paul, one from St. Louis, and one 


from New Orleans; and if you do this, it will be 
but a very little time before the postages will bear 
no inconsiderable relation to the expenses, instead 
of being, as the Postmaster General tells you they 


are on the Butterfield route, $27,000 of income 


} 
! 
i 


to $600,000 of outlay. ; ; 
I confess that there has been no subject before 
Congress, since I have been a member of it, that 
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| 


| 


beset, from the time this session opened up to the | 


‘ime L came into my seat this morning, with rep- | 
u > 


resentations of various individuals who feel in- 
terested and have different interests in this great 
measure. The result that my mind has come to, 
and I will state so frankly, is what | have indi- 


cated 


_ that the true policy of the country isto pay || 


the Butterfield company enough to redeem our | 


obligations, and let them go out of the way—they || 


stand in the way—and then establish a route from 
New Orleans to the Pacific, one from St. Louis to 
San Francisco,and one from St. Paul to the Pacific. 
Having said this, I close as I began, with saying 


that 1 have no fault to find with the-gentlemen | 


who are performing this duty on what is ealled 
the Butterfield route. The difficulty is, that they 
are not wanted; they are performing a service 
that is literally useless and valueless; because, if 


you establish the routes from St. Louis, New Or- || 


feans, and St. Paul, you will have everything that | 
is wanted, and the Butterfield people may be en- | 


tirely dispensed with. Tor these reasons I am 


opposed to the proposition of the honorable Sen- | 


ator from California; and if it is voted down, I 
shall submit the substitute which I have indicated 
in the remarks which I have made. 

Mr. IVERSON. 
up the communication between the interior of 
that important section of the country to which 
the Senator from Arkansas referred and the Pa- 
cific coast; but I want to secure a mail from 
Vicksburg or Memphis, beth of which are in 
connection with the Atlantic coast by railroad, to 
the Pacific coast. 
New Orleans in the second section: but if this 


second section be not stricken out, | shall move || 


to amend it by striking out New Orleans and in- 
serting Memphis; so that the Postmaster General 
will be authorized to make a contract with 
terfield & Co., if they choose to accept his terms, 
instead of starting the mail from St. Louis, to 
start it from Memphis or Vicksburg, as in his 


judgment will be the best place to begin at, and 


lam not disposed to break | 


Lam therefore not for putting | 


Bute | 


then to go by way of El Paso over the southern | 


route, on the thirty-second parallel, to San Fran- 
cisco; leaving provision to be made by subsequent 
amendment, if gentlemen choose tosadopt it, to 
starta mail route from New Orleans, along the 
coast, over to the Pacific. I do not, however, 
think it is necessary to make any such provision 
as that; because, if there be a mail route estab- 


lished from either Vieksburg or Memphis, across | 


the continent, to San Francisco, New Orleans is 
in convenient and easy communication with that 
route. She will have communication up the Mis- 


sissippi to Vicksburg or Memphis by steamboat, | 


or she will be able to connect with that route not 
very far from the line between Arkansas and 


Louisiana by what is called the Great Opelousas | 
railroad from New Orleans, which has now al- | 


most penetrated to the thirty-second degree of 
north latitude; so that New Orleans will be pro- 
vided for. There is already a mail contract from 
San Antonio, in Texas, to El Paso, intersecting 
the Butterfield route. Still 1 would not object to 
another provision for the establishment of a mail 
route from New Orleans, either directly across 
the continent or going by way of Galveston and 
San Antonio. What I desire now is to obviate 
the necessity of running two routes from St. 
Louis: one the Butterfield route, running down 
by Fort Smith, in Arkansas, and the other going 
over by St. Joseph and Salt Lake, to Placerville. 
Ido not see the necessity of having two routes 
commencing at the same point. St. Louis is al- 
ready in communication, by railroad, with St. 
Joseph, and that would give to all that section 
of the western States a direct communication 
with the Pacific coast, over the route provided 
for in the first section; and if the second section 


prevails, and the amendment which I shall pro- | 


pose, if it be not stricken out, be adopted, striking 
out New Orleans as a terminus, and inserting 
Vicksburg or Memphis, then the whole of the 
intermediate section connected with the Atlantic 
States at Memphis or Vicksburg will be provided 
for with a mail to the Pacific, also. Provision 
can be made for New Orleans, if the friends of 


that measure think proper to introduce a pro- 
Vision of that kind. 


u But, sir, I trust that the views presented by the 
| Senator from New Hampshire will not prevail. 
They are sectional altogether in their tendency. 
| Their design is to cut off all communication which 
the southern States have with the Pacific coast; 
and | am not surprised that it comes from that 
| Senator, because it is in accordance with his past 
legislative course. Itistocut off everything which 
benefits the southern States, and concentrate the 
| whole patronage of thisGovernmentat the North. 
I trust that for that reason, at least, it will not be 
| adopted. 

Mr. HALE. I think if the Senator from Geor- 
via had not habituated himself to making such 
sectional speeches as that, he never would have 
| made it to me; for | provide for a route from New 

Orleans, and | have always supposed that Louis- 
lana was one of the southern States; and for an- 
other one from St. Louis, which, I think, is ina 
southern State. ‘The only thing that is done by 
| my proposition for the North is a $200,000 route 
| from St. Paul. I give a daily line to Missouri, 
and a semi-weekly or tri-weekly to New Orleans, 
and how the Senator can call that sectional | do 
not know, unless he has gota studied specch that 
he puts on to the end of everything he says when 
he answers me, for I think he has made that ac- 
cusation to me half adozen times, and itis entirely 
| unfounded and unjust. If it is sectional, it ts 
southern, L rose, however, for the purpose of 
suggesting a question of order to the President, 
and that is this: the proposition of the Senator 
| from California is an amendment to an amend- 
ment. ‘There is an amendment proposed by the 
| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads to 
| the bill of the House. The Senator from Cali- 
fornia moves to strike that out and substitute his 
amendment as anamendment to that. I putitto 
the Chair, then, that this mation being otfered, 
an amendment to an amendment Is not in order, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in order 
| to perfect the amendment before the question is 

taken on striking out. 

Mr. HALE. But the amendment we are now 

considering is an amendment to an amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
| of the Senator from Missouri is to strike out a 

portion of the amendment to the amendment, 
_which, in the opinion of the Chair, is in the na- 
| ture of perfecting the section before the question 
is taken on striking out. 

Mr. LATHAM. The Senate agreed, when 
| my amendment was offered, that each section 
| should be perfected, and then it should stand for 

the corresponding section in the proposition of the 

Post Office Committee; and for that reason it was 

offered in this way. 

Mr. HALE. Very well; I have no objection. 
| Mr. POLK. I wish to remove a misapprehen- 

sion of the Senator from Georgia. He says the 
| first section of the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from California gives a mail line across 
the continent from the city of St. Louis. The 
Senator said once or twice it is from the city of St. 
Louis. 
| Mr. IVERSON. I said this first section pro- 
| vided fora mail from St. Joseph, Missouri, by 
Salt Lake, to Placerville; and that St. Louis was 
already in connection with St. Joseph by railroad, 
| and therefore St. Louis was provided for. ‘That 
| is what I said. 
Mr. POLK. That is what I am coming to. 
| The conclusion of the Senator was that it was a 
| route for St. Louis. I wish to say briefly, in re- 
gard to that, that if the Senator thinks this first 
| provision starts a mail from St. Louis, let him 
| move to amend it so as to make St. Louis the 
|| starting point. ‘The point named is St. Joseph, 
|in Missouri. That is, in effect, wore a starting 
point from the city of Chicago than it is a start- 
ing point from the city of St. Louis, for the rea- 
son that though there may be, and there is, a 
mail communication between St. Louis and St. 
Joseph by railroad, going up the North Missouri 
railroad, and connecting with the Hannibal and 
St. Joseph road, and then going by that upto St. 
|| Joseph, yet that is a connection which is made 
by an independent road from the Hannibal and 
| St. Joseph road; and itis a road that has to con- 
| nect with the Hannibal and St. Joseph road, ac- 
| commodating itself entirely to the Hannibal and 


| 

| St. Joseph road; while the main connection that 
|| the Hannibal and St. Joseph road has East is at 
|| Hannibal, and by way ef Hannibal with Quincy, 
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and from Quincy, Illinois, across to Chicago. 
The objection that L have to that standin rin the 
condition in which it does is, that Senators look 
at it asaline managed for the benefit of St, Louis, 
while such is not the fact. It is more for the ben- 
efitof Chicago, and points further east and further 
north than St. Louis. The Kansas railroad is 
not finished beyond Syracuse, | think, which isa 
point some distance avove Jefferson City, and 
there stretches between the termination of the 
Kansas branch of the Pacific railroad and the St. 
Joseph road more than a hundred—lI believe hun- 
dreds—of miles, if you take it up to St. Joseph. 
‘Therefore, Lsay, it is not fair te contend that this 
is a connection with St. Louis merely because ut 
is a connection with St. Joseph. If the Senator 
thinks so, let him move that amendment. I beg 
Senators to understand it is nota provision which, 
if carried out, has the effect of making immediate 
connection with the city of St. Louis. 

I wish Senators to bear in mind that it is im- 
portant to have this conneetion with the city of 
St. Louis. ‘That is the largest city in the valley 
of the Mississippi—l mean the valley of the Mis- 
SISSIppL as such, 


It is not so large as Cincinnati, 
which is more particularly in the valley of the 
Ohio. It is larger than New Orleans in point of 
population; larger than any city south of it; larger 


| than any one north of it—a city that has already 


connections with all parts of the country by rail- 
road, north and south, eastand west. Itstretches 
out these lines of railroad, and grasps the entire 
country. I say, therefore, it is important that St. 
Louis shouid be the starting point. She is in the 
center of the valley. She has her connections, xs 
I said, by railroad, with all important sections ot 
the country,as any person willsee by looBing at 
the map. ‘To be sure, her connection south is an 
angular one,and therefore itis important that the 
connection to which the Senator from Arkansas 
referred, with Memphis, should be maintained, 
because that gives a direct connection with the 
great southern, southeastern, and central system 
of railroads cast of Memphis, that all concentrate 
as toafocus at the city of Memphis; and it would 


| not be exactly fair to Memphis to have her obliged 


to communicate with this line by coming up di- 
rectly north to the city of St. Louis. St. Louis 
now has aconnection with Memphis, and she has 
connection withall the great system of roads that 
connect southwardly, southeastwardly, and east- 
wardly, with the city of Memphis. 

Bat, Mr. President, | shall not dwell upon that 
point. I pass to some remarks made by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire, as drawn from the 
report of the Postmaster General, in regard to the 
Butterfield overland mail route,asit Is sometimes 
called. ‘The Senator quotes from the report of 
the Postmaster General, saying that, at the time 
he made his report, the whole amount of postages 
received was some twenty-seven thousand dol- 
lars; and that, if this line were kept up unul the 
termination of the contract, there would be a loss 
of some three million to the Government during 


| that time. I have before me a table that was pre- 


pared at the San Francisco post office, furnished 
me by the Senator from California, [Mr. La- 
THAM,] Which showsthat, in the month of March, 


| the number of letters received was forty thousand 


nine hundred and eight; the number of letters 
sent, seventy-one thousand five hundred and 
seven; and the amount of postage, for that month 
alone, $12,164 77. Now, look at this fact: in the 
month of September there were no letters; the 
enterprise had just started; it was an enterprise 
that was an experiment, that was unprecedented 
in the world, and it has notits parallel on the face 
of the globe. So extraordinary was it in its magui- 
tude that no person supposed there would be a 
success in the thing at the start; and the conse- 
quence of it was, that no letters were sent by it 
from St. Louis or Memphis, and no letters were 
received at San Francisco to come by it. It made 
its start from St. Louis, and it carried not a sin- 
gle letter; but it went through in contract time. 
‘The result of that was, that there were sent by it 
two hundred and seven on the next trip. Exper- 
iment had shown that it could succeed; and the 
whole amount of postage, for the month of Sep- 
tember, was but twenty-one dollars. When this 
enterprise was started, so entirely despondent 
was the Department of its success, that HM in- 
structed that no letters should be sent by this line, 
unless the letter had indorsed on it, ** via the over- 
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land mail.’? The consequence was, that there was 
no fair competition at the start; but afier it had 
run a few months, and after it had turned out, 
not merely as this Postmaster General says, thatit 
had generally made its time, but, if Lam correctly 
informed, (and I believe | am, for I have made 
inquiries on the subject,) it has never failed to 
make its time, letters went by it. Let the weather 
be what it might, whether in the heat of summer 
or the snows of winter, it has never failed to make 
its time. When it was ascertained that it could 
make its time, the Postmaster General allowed 
letters to go by it without its being specially in- 
dorsed on cach letter that it was to take that 
route: and the result has been that it has cone up 
from twenty-one dollars, in the month of S« p- 
tember, to $12,164 77 in the month of March last. 
Look, sir, at this inerease. It is, 1 think, up- 
wards of six hundred per cent. in that length of 
time. When the Postmaster General made his 
report, the whole amount of postage, in round 
numbers, was $27,000; and estimating on that, he 
said the loss would be $3,000,000; but that report 
was made in December. By the end of the next 
March the aggregate amount of receipts had 
swollen up from $27,000 to $71,378 63; it had 
neatly trebled between the time the Postmaster 
General made his report and the last of March. 
Now, I undertake to say that if you were to take 
& proportionate inerease—I have not had time to 
make the calculation—it would turn out that this 
mail line would pay for itself. [do not say that 
the inerease would keep on all the time as great 
as itis here; but Il have just as much right to 
maintain that as the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire has to take the position he has; and if lL were 
to take that position, then | say it would demon- 
strate that it would more than pay the whole of 
the expenditure in the postage. 

Now, sir, | have nothing to say as to the route 
particularly over which this mail runs; but I will 
say one word on that subject before Lam through. 
The Senator from New Hampshire admits that 
these gentlemen have faithfully performed their 
contract; but he complains of the late Postmaster 
General. Isit with the late Postmaster General we 
are dealing? Not at all. Weare dealing with the 
contract rights of Butterfield & Company; and 
because the late Postmaster General may not have 
allowed this mail to run on the route that was 

referred by these contractors, the Senator from 
Mew Hampshire would have us interfere with 
their rights, and take away from them the rights 
that the Constitution and good morals guaranty 
to them. Sir, thatis not my doctrine. Suppose 
[ state that the last Postmaster General did 1—— 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator allow me a 
moment? 

Mr. POLK. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not know what the Senatag 
means when he spernks of what the Constitution 
and good morals will give them. I said they had 
done everything right, fair, and honorable, but 
thattheir contract was subordinate to the demands 
of the public necessities, and I was willing to pay 
them everything that they asked. Itseems to me 
that accords with good morals and the Constitu- 
tion, both. 

Mr. POLK. Then I am not willing to do that. 
I am not willing to interfere with the contract 
rights of parties, and then pay them whatever 
they may ask, nor everything that they may even 
justly ask. [| am one of those who think that the 
Government ought not lightly to interfere with 
contracts of this kind. Why, sir,a Congress whose 
judgment probably is entitled to as much respectas 
the judgment of this Congress—a Congress that 
preceded us—after deliberate consideration of this 
whole subject, authorized this contract to be en- 
tered into. Itwas anew matter. It was the exper- 
iment of running mvil lines across the continent, 
and it was the experiment of running mail lines 
across the continent on a contract that guarantied 
to these parties certain preémptive privileges, as | 
station routes upon which they could form estab- | 
lishments, and around which, as nucleuses, there || 
migdt be congregated settlements. That has been || 
the policy of this Government. The late Colonel 
fenton, f believe, introduced a bill—l know he 
advocated it strongly, and was as well advised of 
the importance of this overland communication 
betwixt the States on the east side of the Rocky | 
Mountains and the States on the Pacific as any || 
other man, for he had given as much attention to || 
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| be compelled to go far south, or far north, in 


(in direct communication with the Pacific coast, 


it—that gave to every overland mail route a right | 
by preémption for the stations that might be ne- 
cessary to carry the mail; but in this particular | 
instance, the Congress that authorized this con- 
tract were not content to rely upon that general 
bill, but specified in the contract that this privi- 
lege should exist. 

Now, Mr. President, I will just here refer to a 
matter that I glanced at a moment ago, and that 
is the nature of this route. I am one of those 
who did not think that the route upon which this 
mail is carried was the very best, but it has been 
started upon this route, and it has beena success; 
and the consequence has been that it has accom- 
modated more settlements, more towns and vil- | 
lages, a larger population, and a larger district 
of country, than it would have done if it had run 
across the straightest line possible. It might have | 
gone a little quicker, if it had gone on an entirely 
straight route; but like a river that waters and 
fertilizesand beautifies the landscape and adds to | 
the necessities of man, the more from the fact 
that it is serpentine In its course, so this route 
has gone a more circuitous course, and has sub- | 
vented the wants of more people in the way of | 
supplying mail facilities, than it could have done 
if it had gone on the straightest line possible. One 
thing is certain, it has gone in the time specified 
in the contract, and has never failed to go in that 
time. As it has gone, it has accommodated the 
State of Arkansas and all the central States. It 
has accommodated a large part of the State of 
Texas. It has accommodated the upper part 
of the State of Louisiana. Iam speaking of it 
now, sir, as the line was located west of the Mis- 
SiSSIPpl river. " | 

I wish now to refer to another consideration, | 
which I think the Senate ought not to overlook. 
The Senator from Arkansas has well said that in 
this bill, as it stands, there is a provision made 
for Hannibal, and for the points above Hannibal, | 
and the upper part of Missouri. Crow Wing, I 
think, is another connection with the Mississippi |; 
river; and there is also one up at St. Paul. Then, | 
if this amendment be adopted, between St. Louis 
—between Hannibal, in fact; for,as I said before, 
the mail is not made to start at St. Louis—be- 
tween Hannibal and the city of New Orleans, | 
there is no sort of connection with the Mississippi 
river; itis not touched, 

Now, how is it with Memphis? In the first 
place, by the Mobile and Ohio road, it runs up 
and connects with the Illinois Central, and thus 
has a northern connection. Then it has a con- 
nection by the Memphis and Charleston road with 
Nashville, and through Nashville with Louisville 
and Frankfort. It has a connection by that same 
road with the Virginia and North Carolina sys- 
tem of roads and with the Georgia and South 
Carolina system of roads. Then it has also a con- 
nection by the East Tennessee railroad. Then 
it has also a connection with another railroad— 
I believe itis the Mobile and Ohio and Jackson 
and Louisiana railroad—and thus with Mobile 
and New Orleans. lam giving now merely the 
rreat trunks. Each one of these roads has its 
branches;and thus that whole southern and south- 
eastern portion of the country has immediate con- 
nection with the city eof Memphis. Now, when 
you run this line acoss from Memphis, you not | 
only supply this region of country containing an 
immense population, but you give to Arkansas | 
what I say Arkansas is entitled to—some direct 
communication with the Pacific coast. Shall Ar- 
kansas, northern Louisiana, and northern Texas 


order to have an overland communication, when 
we have got one already under a contract that has 
neves failed to be carried out on the part of the 
contractors ? 
It seems to me that the view suggested by the 
Senator from Arkansas is eminently just, as well 
as eminently conducive to the great mail facilities | 
of the country. Lagree with him. Lam perfectly 
willing that the route which he referred to, from | 
New Orleans and by San Antonio and El Paso, 
shall be established; but I do not think it would 
be just to take from all that region of country be- | 
tween Hannibal and Vicksburg or New Orleans, 


by means of this overland mail, its existing priv- | 
ileges, 

Now, Mr. President, I come back to the prop- |! 
osition with which I started. I am unwilling to || 


GLOBE. 


| which authorizes Congress to take pr 


| ciently, and there has been a failure. 


| contract may be made at this time. 


|| nified to the very last cent. : 
| be indemnified. And when we come to give them 
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interfere with this contract. We know what » 
tat that 
amounts to. In the first place, I deny that t 
: Y that tha 
public necessity mentioned in the Cx 


INSULUtion 
: . E ; iVate Drop. 
erty for public use, has arisen in this case, | ¢, 
scientiously believe it has not. There is ot tj, 
kind of public necessity contemplated by the Con. 
stitution which authorizes Congress to take p.;, 
vate property for public uses. This is 4 = 
private property for public uses, and, I say, 
ignot upon the terms of the Constitution, Bur 
suppose we were taking it in a manner that would 
be constitutional, what position do we stand jy 
We stand, in my judgment, literally in the posi- 
tion that the Senator from New Hampshir ind. 
cated, to wit: that we are to take this from Py. 
terfield & Co., and then pay whatever they on 
for it. Sir, fam one of those who believe, ang | 
think the figures to which I have adverted dey). 
onstrate it, that paying them $600,000 per anyyy 
during the period of their contract would |, 
losing business; that if this line is allowed to . 
on to the end of the contract, the Government 
will not only not lose three millions, it wil} yo: 
lose $600,000, nor the half of it, in my judgmer: 

Sir, if we take from them this private property, 
we shall be called on in the way of reclamatioy 
for damages for an amount that will be three tines 
as much, in my judgment, as we shall lose by 
carrying out thiscontract. Now, when this con. 
tract has been made by Congress; when the pjp. 
neers on the subject, if you please, have success. 
fully carried it out, perhaps we may think, with 
the light that the successful experiment of But. 
terfield & Co. has cast on this subject, that Con. 
gress made an unwise contract; but probably it is 
just such a contract as we ourselves would haye 
made if we had stood in a position in which w 
had to contract in regard to this subject. Prob. 
ably some of the gentlemen who are in this Con- 
gress, and propose to take away this contract, 
were in the very Congress that gave the contract, 
No doubt many gentlemen in this Senate were in 
the Congress then, and perhaps some of them 
voted for it. I do not know how the fact is, and 
do not care; but they acted on it without the 
light that has been thrown upon it by the sue- 
cessful experiment that has been made in this 
matter by Butterfield & Co. Why has this route 
been a success? Ithas been just because the com- 
pensation being gencrous, it has gone into the 
hands of men who have capital and energy and 
enterprise sufficient to carry it through. 

What has been the experience of the Govern- 
ment heretofore? Look at the Salt Lake route. 
There has been an entire failure on that rout, 


king 
) 
aking 


from the time the first contract was made on it 


until it was taken by Hockaday & Co., in every 
instance. It went into the hands sometimes of 
Mormons, sometimes into the hands of persous 
who had not the means to stock the road suti- 
On this 
route, however, there has been success, becatis 


| it has been in the hands of this company of en- 


terprise and experience and immense capital. 
They have carried it through; and now, whet 
they have carried it through, it is proposed to de- 
stroy it, and destroy it because we think a better 
I doubt it 
exceedingly. These gentlemen stand in a cob- 
dition, | suppose, in which they would rather be 
let alone. i have no doubt of that. They have 
made their calculations in that way; but if they 
are interfered with, we shall never get rid of th ir 
applications for indemnity until they are indem- 
And they ought to 


that indemnity, I think we shall find that we have 
made a losing bargain in violating our contract 


| with them. Sir, Lam opposed to the violauon 


of contracts. I will stand by this contract just 
as steadfastly and as staunchly as if | had made 
itmyself. It was made by a emanaes that went 
before us, and not very long before us either. 
They made it, I have no doubt, just as honestly 


/as we would make it; and therefore | go fer 


maintaining it, and for maintaining it to the last 
letter. 

The Senator from New Hampshire stated that 
he understood that Butterfield & Co. were willing 
to take $600,000 as liquidaid damages, if this 
contract should be taken trom them by the inter- 
position of Congress. Now, | am just as well 
satisiied, from information that is perfectly salis- 
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f sory to me, that they are not willing to take 
‘00 00 for their contract. They would rather 
sbUU, 


take $600,000 than be compelled to go to the Court 
ARE ¥ 


of Cle 
be necessary there; but they would not be con- 
wil ee 

tent with $600,000. 

{ wish also, Mr. President, to refer to the Post- 
aster General’s report fora moment, for another 
purpose. How does the expense of carrying the 
mail from the Atlantic to the Pacific States stand 
with r¢ ference to the oceanic transportation ef 
it? According to that report, the cost is some 
e988 250, and the income fromit only $204,219 37; 
that is, there is a loss of upwards of seven hun- 


m 


‘ums, and stand the long litigation that would | 


TH 
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That the House recede from its disagreement to the sixth 
and seventh amendments of the Senate and agree to the 
same, with an amendment as follows : Strike out both of said 
amendments, and in lieu thereof insert as follows: 

For surveys and selection of sites, and for plans and esti 
mates for military posts, on or near the valley of the Red 
Riverof the North, between the forty-sixth and forty-ninth 
degrees of north latitude, and at or near Fort Cobb, in the 
Indian Territory, $5,000 ; and thata report be made thereon 
at the next session of Congress. 

That the House recede from their amendments to the 
eighth amendment of the Senate, and agree to the same. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 


amendments of the Senate, numbered fourteen to forty-six 


dred and seventy-four thousand dollars for the | 


oceanic transportation of the mails. The loss, 
therefore, on the overland route, in comparison, 
‘pot on a different fooung from what itis by the 


oceanic transportation, and especially, Mr. Pres- 


ident, when you look atthe proportion of increase, | 


to which I will call the attention of the Senate for 


a moment in a light that I have not done before. | 


For instance, the service yielded in the month of 


September but $3,763 98; in March, it yielded 
¢12,164 71—more than three times and nearly 
four times as much in March as in September. 
Thus, in six months, the amount was trebled, and 
nearly quadrupled. ( 
six months, and increase itat thatgeometric ratio, 
then the calculation, which I have just as much 
right to assume as the Postmaster General has to 
assume What he does in his report, it would be 
found instead of losing $3,000,000 by the contract, 


the Government would gain as much—perhaps | 


more. But, as I said, 1 do not think, either on 
the part of the Postmaster General, nor on the 


part of one who had argued the question as Lhave | 220.000. 
now presented it, in neither view, would the truth || * 
be arrived at; but the fact is, the truth lies between || 
the two extremes: that this service would go on | 
increasing to the utmost extent of the carriers to | 


transport the letter mail; and it would increase 


until the amount of letters should afford them | 
compensation ; and when that is done, we shall | 


find it willbe, if notentirely, certainly very nearly 
refhunerative. 


If you are to go on for every | 





Mr. PEARCE. I ask permission, at this time, | 


tosubmit a report from a committee of confer- 
ence. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objection, the bill before the Senate will be inform- 
ally laid aside for the purpose of receiving the re- 

r ‘ ° . . 
port. The Chair hears no objection. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had concurred in the report of the com- 


mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 


the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 305) 
making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1861. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 


tions for the support of the Army for the year 


| Monroe, 


inclusive, and agree to the same with an amendment, as 
follows: Strike out all of said amendments after the word 
* tortifications,’’ in the third line of section twoof the bill, 
and insert as follows : 

Fort Montgomery, Lake Champlain, New York, $10,000. 

Fort Knox, Penobscot bay, Maine, $20,000. 

Fort on Hog Island Ledge, Portland harbor, 
$30,000. 

Fort Winthrop, Boston harbor, Massachusetts, 310,000. 

Fort at the entrance of New Bedtord harbor, Massachu 
setts, $25,000. 

lort Adams, Newport harbor, Rhode Tsland, $5,000. 

Fort Richmond, Staten Island, New York, $15,000. 

Fort on site of Fort ‘Tompkins, Staten Island, New York, 
$25,000. 

Additional batteries at Port Hamilton, at the Narrows, 
New York, 850,000. 

Fort Carroil, Baltimore, Maryland, $50.000,. 

Fort Delaware, Delaware river, $50,000. 

Fort Monroe, Hampton Roads, Virginia, $5,000. 

Artesian well at Fort Monroe, $6,000 

Repairing Government bridge over Mill creek, near Fort 
S00. 

Fort Calhoun, Hampton Roads, Virginia, $50,000. 

Repairs of Fort Moultrie, Charleston harbor, South Caro- 
lina, $8,500. : 

Fort Clinch, Amelia island, Florida, $30,000. 

Fort Taylor, Key West, Florida, $70,000. 

Fort Jetterson, Garden Key, Florida, $75,000. 

Fort MeRue, and preservation of site, Pensacola, Florida, 
$10,000. 

Fort Gaines, Dauphin island, Mobile bay, Alabaina, 


Maine, 











Fortifications on Ship island, coast of Mississippi, 
$20,000. 

Fort Jackson, on Mississippi river, $15,000. 

Fort St. Philip, on Mississippi river, $10,000. 


Fortifications tor defense of entrance into Galveston har- | 


bor, $20,000. 

Fort Point, San Franciseo, including out works, 850,000, 

Fort at Aleatraz island, San Francisco bay, California, 
$25,000. 

Contingent expenses @f fortifications, preservation of 
sites, protections of titles, and repair of sudden damages, 
$39,000. 

That the House recede from their amendment to the 
fifty-second amendment of the Senate, and agree to the 
same with an amendment, as follows. Strike outall after 
the enacting clause, and insert: 

That upon the passage of this act, or as soon thereafter 
as practicable, a commission shall be appointed in the 
manner hereinafter designated, to consist of two Senators, 


i 


SIONAL GLOBE. 





_ 816i 


the Senate restored the amount of the estimate for 


| the recular supplies of the quartermaster’s depart- 


two meinbers of the House of Representatives, and two | 


officers of the Army; which commission shall examine 


into the organization, system of dicipline, and course of | 


instruction of the United States Military Academy, witha 


view to ascertain what modifications or changes, if any, | 


are desirable in order that the Academy shall best accom- 
plish the objects of its establishment. 

That the said commission shall report the result of its 
examination to the President of the Senate and Speaker of 
tie House of Representatives. 

That the commissioners from the Senate shall be ap- 
pointed by the President of the Senate; those from the 
House of Representatives by the Speaker of the House, and 


| those trom the Army by the President of the United States. 


on the bill (H. R. No. 305) making appropria- || 


ending the 30th of June, 1861, made the follow- | 


Ing report: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. 
No. 305) making appropriations for the support of the Army 
for the vear ending 30th June, L851, having met and consid 
ered the same, and, after tull and free conference thereon, 


have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to their 


respective Houses, as follows: 


That the Senate recede from the following amendments: | 


fifth, tenth, eleventh, forty-eighth. 
That the House recede from their disagreement to the 


following amendments, and agree to the same: first, second, | 


third, ninth, thirteenth. 


That the Senate concur in the amendment of the House | 


to the fourth amendment of the Senate, with an amend- 
ment, as follows : 

Strike out all of said House amendment contained be- 
tween lines two to fifty-two inclusive, and in lieu thereof 
insert as follows: 

For rents, including hire or commutation of quarters for 


officers on military duty, hire of quarters for troops, of 


storehouses for safe-keeping of military stores, of grounds 
for summer cantonments and construction and repairs of 
barracks at temporary frontier stations, and for the pur- 
chase of stores—608 87 to be paid as back rent for the site 
of Fort Davis, Texas—g194,246 29. 

_ Por repairing, altering, and enlarging buildings at estab- 
lished military posts, $135,547. 

For constructing barracks and other buildings at the fol- 
Owing posts, to wit: at Barrancas barracks, Key West, 
Fort Mackinac, in the department of the East, $20,578 50 ; 
at Benicia barracks, in the department of California, 


Son at Fort Vancouver, in the department of Oregon, 
41d. 


And be it further enacted, That the sum of $1,500 be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to defray the expenses 
of said commission. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 


| forty-ninth amendment of the Senate, and agree to the 
| Same with an amendment, as follows: 
} amendment add: 


At the end of said 


Provided further, That compensation shall only be al 
lowed tor the pegiod during which said troops were actively 
employed in military service. 

"Phat the House recede from their disagreement to the 
fiftieth amendinent of the Senate, and agree to the same 
withan amendment, as follows: At the end of said amend- 


| ment add: 


Provided further, That compensation shall only be al- 
lowed for the period during which said troops were actively 
engaged in military service. 

That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
fifty-first amendment of the Senate, and agree to the same 
with an amendment, as follows: At the end of said amend- 
ment add : 

Provided further, That compensation shall only be al 
lowed for the period during which said troops were actively 
employed in military services. 

H. WINTER DAVIS, 

B. STANTON, 

MARTIN J. CRAWFORD, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

J. A. PEARCE, 

JEFFERSON DAVIS, 

SOLOMON POOT, 
Managers on the part of the Sendte. 

Mr. PEARCE. I suppose it will be best that 
{1 should endeavor briefly to explain to the Senate 
the effect of these different amendments or agree- 
ments. 


The first amendment is the one in which | 


ment. The House appropriated $1,440,000. The 
Senate restored the estimate, $1,580,000. From 
their amendment the House recede, and agree to 
the Senate’s amendment. That applies to the 
first and second amendment. ‘The third amend- 
ment is for the incidental expenses of the quarter- 
master’s department, including a variety of items, 
suchas expenses of expresses, expenses of courts- 
martial, construction of roads, labor, clerks to 
division and department headquarters, escorts to 
paymasters and other disbursing officers, expense 
of interment of officers killed in action, purchase 
ottraveling coaches, blacksmith and shoeing tools, 
&c. The estimates were restored by the Senate, 
and the House recede from its disagreement; so 
that the estimates are now in the bill, if the Sen- 
ate concur in this report. The nextis for the con- 
struction of barracks and other buildings at posts 
which it may be n cessary to occupy during the 
year; for repairing, altering, and enlarging build- 
ings at established posts, &c. We there restored 
the estimates. 

The fourth amendment was largely altered, 
The Senate restored the estimates there, and ap- 


propriated a large sunt in gross, the greater _ 
of which was applied to the construction and re- 


pair of barracks at different stations. The effeet 
of the amendment of the committee of conferegiee 
is this: we appropriate specifically to all that are 
considered permanentestablishments, and we ap- 


neon in gross for,those which are not consid- 


ered permanent, and in regard to which the inci- 
dents of the service might require larger or smaller 
appropriation, or even the abandonment of the 
barrack; so that the Department will have a dis- 
cretion in regard to them, which they have not 
in regard to permanent establishments. 

The House recede also from their disagreement 
to the ninth amendment of the Senate. ‘That pro- 


| vides for enabling the Third Auditor of the Treas- 


ury to settle certain suspended payments for dis- 
bursements through the Quartermaster General’s 
department. The money has already been ex- 
pended in that case, but the accounts cannot be 
adjusted without an act of Congress to authorize 
it. ‘Those accounts are for supplies furnished to 
volunteers in Kansas. 

The eighth amendment, from which the Houst 
also recede—which I neglected to mention—was 


| for reconstructing the stables at Carlisle barracks, 


The amount inserted by the Senate was $8,050. 


' The House struck out $8,000, and inserted $4,000. 


They have agreed to restore the amendment as it 
has passed the Senate. 

The House recede also from their disagreement 
to the thirteenth amendment. That amendment of 
the Senate provided for an addition to the medi- 
cal corps of the Army of four surgeons and four 
assistant surgeons, to be appointed in accordance 
with existing laws. The House disagreed to it, 
and the committee of conference recommend the 
House to recede. 

The Senate are recommended to recede from 
their fifth amendment. That amendment was to 
strike out $250,000, which was appropriated by 
the House for ordnance, ordnance stores, and sup- 
plies, including horse equipments forthe mounted 
regiments, and insert $300,000. The committee 
recommend the Senate to recede from their amend- 
ment; so as to leave the amount $250,000, as it 
came from the House. 

‘They recommend the Senate to recede also from 
their tenth amendment, which was ** for procur- 
ing and distributing to the Army and militia of the 
United States Army Regulations, Military Laws, 
and books of tactical instruction in the several 
arms of service, $25,000;”’ and also from their 
eleventh amendment, * forthe support of one regi- 
ment of Texas mounted volunteers, authorized 
by the act of April 7, 1858, $788,392 03;’’ and also 
from their forty-eighth amendment. ‘Their forty- 
eighth amendment was the fifth section of the 
bill: y 

That every person not subject to the rules and articles 
of war, who shall proéure or entice a soldierin the service 
of the United States to desert, or who shall harbor, conceal, 
or give employment to a deserter, or carry him away, or aid 
in carrying him away, knowing hii to be such, or who shall 
purchase from any soldier his arms, equipments, unilorm, 
clothing, or any part thereof, and any captain or command 
ing officer of any ship or vessel carrying away any such sol 
dier, as one of his crew or otherwise, knowing him to 
have deserted, or shall refuse to deliver lim up to the orders 
of his commanding officer, shall, upon legal conviction, be 
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fined, at the diseretion of any court having cognizance of 
the eame, in any sum not exceeding $500, and be imps 
oned not exceeding two years.’’ 

The House objected to this as being penal and 
incongruous to the bill. From this amendment 
the committee recommend the Senate to recede. 

They recommend also the concurrence of the 
Senate in the House amendment to the fourth 
amendment of the Senate, with amendments. I 
have read that already. ‘The yr late to fortifica- 
tions. ‘I'he House has passed a fortification bill, 
appropriaung $675,000; but the Senate put upon 
this Army bill appropriations for fortifications to_ 
the amount of over one million and one hundred 
thousand dollars; I think $1,] 40,000. We have 
reduced those appropriations to something like 
$65,009 more than the sum appropriated in the 
House bill, and have distributed the reduction 
nmong the different fortifications, as seemed best 
to the committee, and as I read them to the 
Senate, 

The House recede from their disagreement to 
the sixth and seventh amendments of the Senate, 
and agree to the same with amendinents. Thos 
sixth and seventh amendments relate to the con- 
struction ofa military post in or near the valley 
of the Red River of the North, and for the con- 
struction of barracks and quarters at Fort Cobb, 
The agreement in regard to them is that they shall 
be.stricken out, and in lieu of them the commit- 
te@provide for an estimate of plans and a survey 
to be submitted to the next session of Congress. 

The House recede from their disarreement to 
the Senate’s amendments from the fourteenth to | 
the forty-sixth inclusive. ‘Those relate to forti- 
fications that T have just mentioned. 

The next ts the fifty-seccond amendment. That 
is anamendmentinrelationtothe Military Acad- 
emy at West Point, to which the House made an 
amendment, reducing the term of study to four | 
years. The recommendation of the committee 
of conference In regard to them is, that both the 
amendments of the House and the Senate be | 
stricken out, and that a commission be substi- 
tuted, as | have already suid to the Senate. 

The forty-ninth, fifueth, and fifty-first amend- 
ments stand on the same footing. They are three 
amendments which relate to the payment of vol- 
unteers called out in lowa, tn Texas, andin New 
Mexico. They are agreed to, with the amend- 
ment which | have read to the Senate, and which 
provides that the payments made to them shall be 
only while they were in actual military service. 
[ believe L have now gone through with all the 
amendments. 

Mr. RICE. I shall be obliged to the honor- 
able Senator if he will inform me in regard to the 
position of the amendment relating to Fort Pem- 
bina. What do the committee of conference rec- 
ommend in regard to that? 

Mr. PEARCE. We recommended to strike out 
the apprepriation for that and for Fort Cobb, and | 


to substitute in lieu thereof: | 

For surveys and selection of sites, and for plans and es 
Limates tor military posts on or near the valley of the Red | 
River of the North, between the forty-sixth and forty-ninth | 
degrees of north Jatitude, and at or near Fort Cobb, in the | 
Indian territory, $5,000; and that a report thereof Le made 
thereon to the next session of Congress. 


Mr. RICE. 
uuon of the site? 
Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir. I will remark to the 
Senate that no definite information had been fur- 
nished the committee ofthe Senate or of the House, | 
or the committee of conference, in- regard to the | 

extent and plan of the establishments which it 
was proposed to erect in those two places. All | 
the information we had was exceedingly indefinite 
and vague, and it was thought proper that we | 
should be furnished with definite information on | 
the subject before we legislate, and give authority | 
by legislation to construct them. For that pur- | 
,0Se this amendment was made. 
Mr. RICE, I shall not interpose any objection | 
to this report. I do not suppose that it would 
avail anything. I merely wish to say te the Sen- 
ate thatthe Government commenced twelve years 
ago sending expeditions to the Red River of the 
North to select a site, and the Government has 
viready expended some $50,000 in that business. 
Year after year we send out there to examine the 
country and select a site, and have mnpeenne a 
great deal of money in sending troops there and 
in transportation and bringing them back, be- 
cause there was no fortress there to winter them | 


Is any part of that fpr the selec- 


in; and Iam inclined to think we shall wait twelve 
years longer before any information is furnished 
to enable Congress to act upon the matter. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
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| 


is On concurring in the report of the committee of | 


conference. 
‘The report was concurred in. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills; 
which thereupon received the signature of the 
Vice Presid nt: 

A bill (HR. No. 365) for the relief of Josiah 
Atkins; 

A bill (HIT. R. No. 423) for the relief of Philip 
B. Holmes and William Pedrich; 

A bill (H.R. No. 521) to incorporate the East 
Washington Library Association; and 

A bill (HL. R. No. 663) to authorize divorces 
in the Distriet of Columbia, and for other pur- 
pP mes. 

CALIFORNIA OVERLAND MAIL. 
The Si i 


hate, us 





in Committee of the Whole, | 


resunie d the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 


304) inviung proposals for carrying the entire 

mail between the Atlantic and Pacific States in 

; the pending question being on the mo- 

tion of Mr. PoLk, to strike out the second section 
of the amendment offered by Mr. Latnam. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. There is no reason wy 

t 


this second section should not be stricken out. 


one lin 


proposes that the contractors ona route which | 


starts from St. Louis and from Memphis, should | 


be authorized to carry the mail from Vicksburg 
or New Orleans instead of from St. Louis and 
Memphis. Now, there is no necessity for this 
line going down to New Orleans, because there is 
aline on that route there which bas been there 
for a number of years, from New Orleans to El 
Paso, which carries the United States mail for 
that distance towardsthe Pacific. That route now 
connects with the main overland line at El Paso, 


and why should the main overland line be brought | 


from St. Louis downto Ne® Orleans, there being 


K 


| the letters that ought to have been g 
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equally distributed between them thay th 


been. For instance: in November the |, tlers fy 
New Orleans by way of this route y, i _ 
one hundred and forty nine. About that tin... 
a little after that time, there was an order go, 
the Post Office Department to the postm ‘ 
San Francisco and New Orleans, that they <4 
make a separate letter bag to be sent by tf); ae 

from one end to the other; and after ‘t). t. th 


S 


: it by Thee 
route, were sentinaseparate letter bag, the ajyo,, 


; commenced immediately to increase: ayd j 


an} 


| of being one hundred and forty-nine in No, 


ber, they increased in January to one thousand 
eighty-one; in February to two thousand ty 
dred and fifty-eight; and in March to ty 


hur 


| sand six hundred and fourteen’ Now, this 


|, answer to the Senator from Missouri in regard ; 


- 


one route therealready? ‘There isno reason why | 


this should come down to overslaugh the exist- | 


ing route. 

That latter is a much older line than the one 
from St, Louis to the Pacific. The route—8076, 
as it is called—was commenced from San Antonio 
to El Paso in 1853. The contractors were the 
pioneers of all the overland routes in the country. 

do not intend to depreciate the Butterfield over- 
land route, but they are not really the pioneers. 
Their line runs over no portion of territory, ex- 
cept for a few hundred miles, over which mails 
had not run before. The country from Camp 
Cooper to Camanche Springs had not been passed 
over by amail line before, but by far the longer 
portion of the route had been passed over by 
routes previously established. 

The route from San Antonio to El Paso origin- 
ally and subsequently to San Diego, was the pio- 
necr mailroute. There have been no failures on 
| this route from its start to the present time; and 

itis believed that there has not been a trip in which 
the time das not been not only hours but days 
within the schedule. 


‘| Lrose simply to let the Senate understand, if 


there be any Senators here who do not know the 
facts, that there is an existing mail service between 
New Orleans and E] Paso; that the contractor on 
route 8076, from El Paso to San Antonio, in 
Texas, transported the mail with great celerity, 
making seven hundred miles in five days and some 
hours; that, to expedite the through mail, he em- 
loys, at his own expense, an express between 
New Orleans and San Antonio; and thus, by his 
energy and public spirit, he succeeds in placing 
the mail matter from the Pacific in the city of 
New Orleans at a date as early as it canreach St. 
Louis. 

Some slurs have been castonthe route. It has 
been said that the revenue has been very small from 
it; but from an appendix or table to a speech of 
the Senator from California, [Mr. Latuam,] made 
in the Senate some time since, it appears that it 
carries a very considerable number of letters; and 


the increase of letters shows that if this route had 





anything like the chance ¥ ought to have had, and | 


had a fair and equal showing with the Butterfield 


i 


line which runs but weekly, whereas the Pp 
field line, which connects with this at | p, 
runs semi-weekly from their point of junction 
St. Louis, and thus hasa decided advantage 
the weekly line. Thave no doubt if that rons 
run semi-weekly in the same way with the P,:. 
terfield route, the terminus of the lower line hus 
at New Orleans, it would have carried an equa 
number of letters with the upper route, : 

I make these remarks merely to show that th 
is no reason why this second section showid = 
main in the hill, or why these contractors hoy) 
come down on the New Orleans route, 

Mr. HALE. I want to say a single word | 


ne 


t 





this Butterfield route. I want to deal yo; tly 
and honorably by these gentlemen; but | way: 
contracts, as well as all other properties, to | 
holden subject to the necessities of the public sor- 
vice. They have got no vested rights in tha 
contract that ought to be regarded any more ga. 
eredly than the right by which any man hold 
his real estate. The idea of a vested richt ina 
contract which sets itself up above the public 
cessity, the public demand, the public use, I say, 
with all respect to the honorable Senator, is 
idea that does not belong to to-day. It is o 
those old dogmas of the past that are buried « 
of sight, and ought to be. Everything, ina Gov- 
ernment of law, should be held subject to 
emergencies of the public service. 

Nor, sir, have I so much sympathy for these 
gentlemen as to cause me to overlook the rights 
of others. Is no regard to be paid to those who 
hold the contract of which the honorable Senator 
from Texas has spoken? They, in fact, were tle 
pioneers. They went over thiscontinent. They 


| were the owners that first demonstrated the fvasi- 


bility and the practicability of an overland m 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific; and they wer 


| there in successful operation, and this gigantic 


corporation, this Overland Mail Company, that is 
set at the head of these great interests, that must 
be pleased before Congress can pass an act, the 
Vanderbilt company, and the Ocean Steam Com- 
pany—lI say this great gigantic company came 


' down and took the ground that had first | 


occupied by this other company, and crowded 


_ them off and drove them off until they left buta 


very small piece; and now you propose, by the 
modification of this contract, to come down and 


_crowd them still further, and that, too, without 


any compensation at all. You really take from 
the men who have the most, the men who have 
taken it when it was really a hazardous ente:- 
prise, that went on and established it, all ther 


| contract and all their franchises and everything 


they have had, and give them nothing atall. You 
wipe them out, as if they were a nuisance thal 
stood in the way, and magnify the Butterfield con- 
tractors; so that, notwithstanding the public ne- 


_cessity demands that they should be removel, 


and you offer to pay them just exactly whatth y 
say they are willing to take, it.is said you cann 
do it even then. 

Now, sir, Ldo not want that doctrine. I set 
as much by the public faith as the honorable Sen: 


sash 
ator does. I set as much by good morals as * 


does. I set as much by the constitutional 0)! 
gations which should bind every Senator upo” 
this floor, I hope, as he does; and f live ina Sia, 


| I think, where the pe administer the law 


with as much reference to all these things as = y 
do in any State in this Union. But, sir, tt wf 
been the settled law of the State, settled by © 


highest judicial tribunals in my State long 9 
| route, the letters would have been much more || 


that there was no contract of any character that 
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man could make with a legislature that was || 


"+ holden just as every other species of property 


phere, 


es t to rob these gentlemen of the value of a hair 
of their heads; but Ido think, considering the 
demands of the public service, they stand in the 
way, and they are willing to get off if we pay 
‘hem; and that is all L want. 1 want them to go 
out, and want them to be paid for it. 


ia that there is any uncertainty about this, or 


<isacontingent claim to be forever at the doors | 
¢ Congress if we do this, that is all a mistake. | 


I think these gentlemen would be glad to be put 
outofthe way. Iam not authorized by them to 


say so; but | think I can say that they will tell || 


vou that thus far they have made nothing at all, 
andthe profits that are to be made from this thing 
are altogether prospective; and in view of all this, 
‘yey are Willing to take a fixed sum, and I think 
itis the public interest to give it to them. 
isall Lhave to say; and I leave the subject with 
the Senate, thinking the Senate understand it. 
Mr. POLK. I certainly am greatly misunder- 
stood by the Senator from New Hampshire, if he 
supposes that I advocate this company or any 
‘her company interfering with these gentlemen, 
iat he well said are the pioneers in transporting 
the mail across to the Pacific coast. On the con- 
trary, Lentirely concur in what was said by the 
Senator from Arkansas in regard to that individ- 
ul,orthateompany. I am perfectly willing that 
they shall retain their contract; oa if any gen- 


man, and I suppose the Senator from Texas, | 


who has just taken his seat, will do so, as a fair 
nference to be drawn from his speech, move an 
amendment to protect their rights, 1 will vote for 
it most heartily. He intends to move it, the Sen- 
atorfrom Arkansas tells me. 
aud the Senator from Arkansas and the Senator 


from New Hampshire in saying that all due re- || 
gard ought to be paid to the rights of that indi- | 


vidual or that company, as the case may be. I 
jo not wish, therefore, to occupy the false posi- 
ton in which the remarks of the Senator from 
New Hampshire would place me. 

But, sir, the Senator from New Hampshire does 
me Injustice in another respect. | have not held, 
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subject to the necessities of the public ser- | 
»ypon a just compensation made. Ido not | 


As to the |} 


| wards. 


This | 
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prophet for it in terms of burning condemnation, 


| that have gone down to all time, and will never 


cease to ring in the ears of all posterity to come; 
and why? Because he made himself the judge in 
his own case. 

Now, sir, the Senator thinks that these gentle- 


| men would be very willing to go out of this con- 


tract for $600,000. I said,in answer to that, that 
I was satisfied, on good information, that they 
would not be content with $600,000. I know that 
we can back them out; and so far as Congress is 
concerned, we may give them no redress. 


may keep them out. They cannot sue the Gov- 


| ernment, except through the Court of Claims; and 


we know what that amounts to. The judgments 
of that court come to Congress for revision after- 
We may do them injustice; but [ take it 
for granted no Senator wishes to do them that 
kind of injustice. What I say is this: if the Sen- 
ate is disposed to do them justice, that is the sen- 
timent of the American people. This Congress 


| may refuse it; and if they do, they wil) come to 


the next; and the next may refuse it, and they 
will come to the next; and will keep coming as 
long as, in their judgment, there is a feeling in 


| the public bosom that justifies the enforcement of 
| acontract against the Government. 


They will 
come, and keep coming; and ultimately, [ say, 
we will have to respond in damages to them. Sir, 
what are we annoyed with every day? Just such 
claims. They keep before us, and, as has been 


| said by some Senators—the Senator from Georgia 


[Mr. Toomss] has sometimes said—we never get 
rid of them; but the larger they are, the more ear- 
nestly they will come. 
is certainly large enough to bring them, for the 


lowest amount the Senator from New Hampshire || 
|| puts itatis $600,000. ‘They will come for $600,000 
I concur with him | 


year after year, and Congress after Congress; and 
those of us who will remain here, if we do remain, 
until we get too old to attend to public business, 
will find them here still. 


But, sir, as I said, that is not the view I take of 


it. LI will do them justice. As I said before, I 


| think the arithmetic will demonstrate, when ap- | 


plied to the facts that the post offices in San Fran- 


| cisco and St. Louis disclose that this will not be 
the amazingly ruinous contract to the Govern- 





BY JOHN C. RIVES, 


We | 


The amount of this case | 


| ernment. 
| Governments not only the duty of passing, con- 
| struing, and enforcing, but of furnis 

| nient currency, cheap modes of transportation, 
| and all those facilities for commerce and finances 
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cannot prevent him from sending it here; cannot 
indiet him for it; and that is the extent of the an- 
noyance. We are not dbliged to pay him. 

The question is, whether mail contracts are 
under our control. I say that we have uncon- 


_ trolled auchority over all such matters, and I draw 


the attention of Senators toit. [had not intended 
to speak on this question, and but for the expres- 
sions which have fallen from Senators upon the 
subject, I would not have opened my lips; but it 
seems to me there is a misapprehension as to 
the law of the case. I take it, when you talk 


| about contracts, you are talking as lawyers. I 


mean that when you speak of a contract, you use 
the term in its just acceptation; you suppose that 
there shall be two parties, each legally able to 


| contract, and that there shall be a subject-matter 


about which you may legally contract, and that 


| the contract shall actually be entered into. With- 


out these, there is no such thing asa contract. If, 
then, there is any disability on the part of either 
of the parties as to the subject-matter of the con- 
tract, or if the contract be not actually entered 
into, of course, there is no contract. 

Now, as to this matter of carrying mails, is it 
the subject of a contract in the legal acceptation 
of the term? I say not. Since the origin of Gov- 
ernment there has at all times devolved upon 
every representative of the State—for the State I 
take to be the political community, and whatever 
represents that political community in its sov- 
ereign capacity is the Government, whether it be 
one man, or whether it be divided into different 


departments, or whether it be the people en masse, 


according to the old market-house Democracy of 
ancient umes—the Governmentitself had devolved 
upon it certain duties, such as to pass laws, to 
construe laws, and to enforce them; but modern 
civilization has required something more of Gov- 
Modern civilization has required of 


ling a conve- 


which we know of; and among these, banking. 


| 'T'wenty or one hundred persons obtain a bank 
charter. 
| currency. 


The Government is bound to furnisha 
A number of persons apply to the 


oat aud shall not hold, that where the public neces- 
sity, in the sense in which that phrase is used in | 
ihe Constitution, requires that contract rights, or | 
ies private property of any kind, should be taken for 
public use, that it may not be done on making 
fur and equitable compensation for it; but I be- 


ment that the Senator from New Hampshire sup- |} Government and say, we will furnish you a cur- 
poses it will be. ° || rency. ‘They are incorporated, and they become 
| Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, I differ from || by lawa person. They become vested with this 
| my friend the Senator from Missouri in reference || prerogative franchise of furnishing currency. In 
| to this matter of the Butterfield contract, and on || the Dartmouth College case, Judge Story talks of 


that as a contract. 


leve at the same time that that is to be tuken with 
reference to the sanctity of private rights. 


not that which may be indicated by the fact that 


The | 


public necessities that require the interference is | 


the condition in which the parties stand. He says 
that they cannot sue the Government. I would 


| ask the Senator from Missouri if the Government | 


can sue Butterfield? Now, suppose they were, 


to-morrow, to find that this contract was unprofit- | 


He talks of it as an incorpo- 
real hereditament. If it be so,ahen it is the sub- 
ject of device, descent, and distribution. Nolaw- 
yer would say that. Isitacontract? Ifso,then 
you can file a bill for specific performance, and 


a Congress three or four years ago may have 


able, I ask, can a bill in equity be filed, and the 
a made a contract on facts that they were satisfied 


| force a hundred men who have become a corpora- 


ond : || decree of a chancellor be obtained on itfor specific || tion to carry on the banking business, though 
aoe justified the contract as fair and equal between the || performance; and can they be foreed bya decree || they may not find it profitable; and every lawyer 
Ls Government and the private individual, and then || of the court to carry the mails for twenty years, || knows you cannot do that; or if they fail to do it, 
a a Congress that may sit Senne afterwards, || if the contract were so long? Every Senator |) you may bring your action for damages, and re- 
sion or any other Congress afterwar s,merely because || knows that they cannot be. Can the United cover damages for their not supplying the people 
oe they may think the lyr necessities might be '| States bring an action for damages for breach of || with money. You know you cannot do that. 

si better subserved and the public convenience a | contract? I judge not. fi | ‘That is the great error of the argument into 
Yo ttle better met by abrogating that contract and | That they can and will come here and petition || which Judge Story fell in the Dartmouth College 
rn taking from these individuals their vested rights. || us, is a diflerent question. ‘There is a clause in || case. Itis that he did not reflect that political 
x I think that that is not the public necessity that || the amendment to the Constitution in reference to || power was not the subject of a contract, that ro 
a the Constitution contemplates at all. Who shall || this matter of petition that has been much mis- } individual in this country could be vested with a 
ved, be the judge of this public necessity? This Con- || understood—I do not intend to discuss it—which | property right in political power, that these mat- 
hv gress will not be the judge of it. The Senator || provides that Congress shall pass no law to pre- || ters depended upon the will of the political power. 


may think that these gentlemen may be tery glad 


to back out of this contract, and he may vote to 
ack them out, to push them out, to crowd them 
out in disregard of their rights, on his view of the 
public hecessities; but when this thing comes to 
© properly, ultimately determined, it will not be 
the judgment of Congress merely. If itis, then 
Say itis the worst kind of adespotism. A cer- 
“in ancient king once wished a piece of land for 
8 Own convenience, and he was the State under 
‘hat constitution of government, and he took the 
eer of land. The humble individual who stood 
side him was not willing to sell it. He took 
‘ie piece of land, and he was rebuked by the 


198 


t 


vent the people from peaceably assembling to pe- || 
tition Government for redress of grievances. I || 
do not think that will apply to Butterfield’s case, 


because he need not ‘‘assemble.’’ He could send 
in his petition. That amendment to the Consti- 
tution provides that the people shall not be pro- 
hibited from assembling; and I judge, therefore, 
that under the Constitution we cannot pass any 
law authorizing anybody to read the riot act and 
disperse them; but beyond that | never supposed 
that amendment to go. But Butterfield need not 
assemble. 


we can reject it. We can receive it, refer il, re- 


He can send in his petition here, and | 


Is it a corporation for making money, for build- 
ing railroads, for carrying mails? ‘These persons 


| or corporations become officers or departments of 
| the Government. 


‘They exercise political power, 
become a part of the Government, a department 


| of it, and must be dealt with by the political power 


in its discretion. 

If, for instance, twenty or fifty years ago, a con- 
tract had been made by this Government—sup- 
posing it could make such a contract—for building 
a turnpike to the Pacific; and one had been built, 
one of those old-fashioned mud turnpikes, and 


| then steam had been discovered, and railroads 


port upon it, and do what we please with it, but i} had been built; and because this contract had 
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been entered into for ninety-nine years, would 
any man say that the Government that granted | 
the charter of incorporation would be bound to 
sacrifice the public interest in order that this com- 
pany might carry on a mud turnpike road across | 
this continent for ninety-nine years, in despite of | 
the discovery of macadamized roads, and then of || 
railroads? Surely not. : A 

Suppose that a Government is vested with a) 
right of establishing courts, and that it declares | 
that there shall be a supreme court and other | 
subordinate courts; and that subsequently the 
Government finds that one of these subordinate | 
courts is not of any use, but rather of detriment 
to the public interests; you cannot displace one 
of the judges, except by impeachment, if he was | 
elected during good behavior; but every lawyer 
knows that you may repeal the law establishing 
the court. Could he sue the Government? No; 
because the Government cannot be sued. But 
would he have any equity in coming to ask the | 
Government to pay him salary from that time? 
No; such a thing was ever done. 

I say, then, that all these matters of exercising 
the prerogative franchises of a Government, such 
as administering justice, of enforcing and constru- 
ing the laws, of making money, carrying the mails, 
transporting troops, military and naval stores— | 
all these matters are understood to be under the | 
direct control of the political power of the coun- | 
try; and when the political power appoints an 
agent for doing that, it is not the subject of con- 
tract, because political power is not the subject |, 
of contract. Congress may establish post offices 
and post roads. Congress may declare that from 
St. Louis to El Paso there shall be a post road, | 
and make acontract with Mr. Butterfield to carry 
the mails at a certain price there; and as long as 
Congress allows that to remain a post road, he | 
has a right to carry the mails at the stipulated | 
price; but Congress has the right, at any time, to | 
abolish that post road; and the moment it does, | 
ipso facto, his contract falls upon the signing of | 
the bill by the President. | 

The great mistake that we have fallen into about || 
this matter of post offices and post roads and con- 
tracts, about which this Government has been an- | 
noyed so much, is that we do not draw the dis- | 
tinction, as it occurs to me, that I have already || 
stated: that political power is not the subject of | 
contract. [tis not possible that you can holdany | 
vested property right in political power, and there- | 
fore you cannot contract about it. You cannot 
establish a man a judge without the right of re- | 
pealing the act establishing him. If the Govern- | 

| 





ment has a right to establish courts, they have the 
right to repeal the act establishing those courts; 
but till you have repealed it, you cannot displace 
him. If you establish a post road, and agree that | 
a man shall carry the mails upon it, then that con- || 
tract is binding until you repeal the act establish- || 
ing that particular post road. When you have || 
done that, and he comes here and asks you for | 
compensation, that is another matter. Congress | 
has the right to establish courts of inferior jurisdic- 
tion to the Supreme Court; but suppose the Con- || 
gress of the United States were tochoose to-mor- | 
row torepealall the acts establishing those inferior | 
courts: does ahy man say that the judges would | 
have the right to come here and ask compensa- | 
tion, and say there was a breach of contract, or 1) 
that these courts, in direct detriment to the public 
interests, should be kept up, because they were 
elected during good behavior? The whole matter 
resolves itself into the proposition which I have |! 
already stated. I will not elaborate it or pursue || 
it further. It is this: that these matters are not 
subjects of contract; that the Government cannot 
be sued because it is a Government: that it can- |! 
not bring a suit for the specific performance or | 
for breach of contract, because they are not sub- | 
jects of contract; it becomes a matter of public || 
interest, and the political power mustact according | 
to its discretion, If, therefore, this route, which | 
has been called the ram’s-horn route to the Pa- 
cific, is not judiciously established, we have a 
right torepeal it. As to the equities of the case, | 
I may say something hereafter. The San Antonio | 
route was the pioneer route; and those who are | 
carrying the mails there deserve the credit; they || 
were the pioneers; they took the risk; they showed | 
energy; they furnished the money; showed the 

overland system practicable. These are facts; | 
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| the Senate upon each respectively. 
| a pioneer initself; and Lam sorry that one desires 





| and now another comes in and claims the credit. 


These are equities between the San Antonio con- 
tractors and Butterfield, that I may, at some other 
time, explain. I will not add more now. 

Mr. LATHAM. I desire to say a word, Mr. 
President, before the motion is put to strike out 
the second section. I have listened to the entire 
debate which has consumed the time of the Sen- 
ate for a couple of hours, and I am very free to 
say that I care very little whether this section 
goes out or whether it stays in. Having offered 
it, I shall vote that it be retained; but if the Sen- 
ate sees fit to strike it out, it would cause no jar 
upon my feelings, or be in contravention of my 
ideas of right. As to what has been said by the 


Senator from Missouri [Mr. Pox] and the Sen-° 


ator from Arkansas [Mr. Sesastian] relative to 
this contract being inviolate, I attempted, in the 
wording of that section, to guard againstany vio- 
lation of it, and to carry out the very principles 
they have enunciated. The section requires the 


| concurrent consent of the contractors and of the 


Postmaster General. If they do not mutually 
agree, there can be nochange. If they do concur, 
I apprehend, according to all the settled principles 
of lceonigtaons my friend from Texas [Mr. Wie- 
FALL] will agree with me—they could change the 
termini; because the contracting particscan change 
any contract at any time. 

regret very much, sir, to see a kind of jeal- 
ousy—for I can call it nothing else—growing up 
between two routes; the friends of each paying 
compliments, and calling for the approbation of 
Each one is 


consideration by Congress at the sacrifice of the 
other. I can state to those Senators who have 


| pressed this route, 8076, that so far as I am con- 


cerned, whenever the proper time comes, I am 


prepared to do the contractors the most perfect | 


and exact justice. I do not want to sce one route 
absorb another. 
decried, and its merits and its capacities put aside, 
fur the purpose of advancing another. I had no 
object, in the framing of this section, to absorb 
that route. | say exactly what the Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. Pork] has said, that if the Senate 
sees fit tostrike out this section, and give increased 
facilities for supplying the State of ‘Texas and its 
population with mail facilities, I am prepared to 
vote for it whenever it comes in such a shape that 
itcommends itself to my judgment as a repre- 
sentative upon this floor. 

But I am surprised, sir, at the war the Senator 
from New Hampshire [Mr. el seems to make 
upon this Butterfield contract, and at the peculiar 


| idea that he desires to impress upon the Senate 
|| and upon the country, that it is in the way of a 


great overland system, and that justice to all parts 
of the country requires its abrogation. When I 


|| addressed the Senate upon a previous occasion, 


I attempted to demonstrate that such was not the 
case. ‘These parties entered into this contract 
exactly in pursuance of the law. Theact which 
passed in 1857 required simply that— 

“The Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to contract for the conveyance of the entire letter mail, 


| from such point on the Mississippi river as the contractors 


may select, to San Francisco, in the State of California, 
tor six years, at a cost not exceeding $300,000 per annum 
tor semi-monthly, $450,000 for weekly, or $600,000 for semi- 
weekly service, to be performed semi-monthly, weekly, or 
semi-weekly, at the option of the Postmaster General.’’ 


The Senate will observe that the section pro- 
vides for a route from such point on the Missis- 


| sippi river as the contractors may select to San 


Francisco, in the State of California. Now the 
route commences at St. Louis, and also at Mem- 


| phis—not one point, but two; and the mere fact that 


it sweeps down through a section of country, the 
population of which is constantly increasing, 
whose wants are to be supplied, who are to be 
protected, to a certain extent, by the very exist- 
ence of this route—that these facts should be held 
up as a cause of indignation to the Senate of the 

nited States and the people is, to me, very ex- 
traordinary. The law itself requires that the 
service shall be done in twenty-five days. Now, 
I never heard before, in any mail contract, or in 
any contract of any kind or description, where a 
party agrees to do a certain thing, and he not only 
does that, but even more, that that should be a 
source of opprobrium and reproach to him. This 
contract merely cailed on the Postmaster General 


I do not want to see one route | 














to make a contract, and for U® coniractine 
| to go from a point on the Mississippi river to § 
Francisco in twentyefive days; leaving it to tl an 
option to go when and where they pleased Than 
| havedone more. They have gone from twoy,;. 


Parties 


PE Ra = POints 
upon the Mississippi river; they have supplied 
more country than they would probably jf 1)... 


had been left entirely alone; and | Say it in de 
fense of and veneration for the memory of thp oe 
Postmaster General, (Mr. Brown,) who persua \ i 
them to go on this particular route, that ow : 
obeying the very highest sense of duty on his hae 
when he complied with the law, and at the = 
time gave greater mail facilities to the reople of 
this country. He supplied not only Missour 
but Arkansas and the northern part of Texas. 
and he did more than that: he supplied the lowe, 
half of the State that I represent here, and called 
into market a section of country the mpst beay. 
tiful upon the face of the earth, where the f» 
olive, date, orange, lemon, and grape grow, jy; 
which, on account of its previous isolation wel 
seclusion, was not filled whe population. He is 
done all this, not only within the letter of the Jay. 
but still more than that. These contractors hay, 
reduced the time from twenty-five days down tp 
twenty-one days and fifteen hours, on an averaoo 

Now, upon what idea of public necessity, upon 
what idea of carrying outsome great system, ean 
the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hare) 
raise this cry against this route, stigmatizing jt 9s 
an ** ox-bow route,’’ or as a *fram’s-horn route,” 
as the Senator from Texas [Mr.W1eFaxt,} called 
it, when the law is complied with, when popula. 
tion is benefited, when the people of the country 
are supplied with mail facilities, all within the strict 
letter of the law? I shall have something more to 
| say upon this question when the Senate comes to 
final action upon it, if they reject the amendment 
that I have before me and accept the proposition 
advocated by the Senator from New Hampshire, 

Sir, I desire to say to that Senator [Mr. Wi- 
FALL] and to this body, what every Senator 
knows, because I have been an eye-witness of jt 
during even my brief experience, that when this 
Government gets its iron heel upon its citizens, it 
will grind them to the dust. When it comes to 
abrogate a contract that it has made and which it 
has chosen to enter into, ** public policy”? is the 
ery and personal considerations are nothing, aad 
the rights of the citizens are wiped out of existence. 
I enter my most solemn protest against any such 
theory, or any such doctrine, being entertained by 
those who make the laws of this country, and in 
whose hands the honor of its citizens is intrusted. 

The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Toomss} said 
very correctly that these men have not derived 
any profit from this route. No, sir. They started 
out on a great enterprise. They spent over half 
a million dollars. They were the conductors of 
the greatest scheme, as the Senator from Missouri 
justly designated it, that this country or the world 
has ever seen—twenty-seven hundred miles of 
staging performed through an inhospitable cli 
mate, through bands of wild Indians, and that 
without any protection by the Government to 
public or private property. Sir, it is unparalleled. 
Now, when they have done this; when they have 
shown the feasibility of it; when they have com- 
plied with the law in every requisite that you 
could possibly require of them, to carry out some 
schemes intended to benefit individuals, and to 
benefit at the same time certain sections, these 
gentlemen are to be wiped out of existence. 
enter my protest against it. 

The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Hatt] 
says they are willing to receive a certain amount 
of damages. He says he does not speak by ®v- 
thority. Now, I do speak by authority, when t 
say, from the consultations I have had with these 
gentlemen, that there is not one of the whole com 
pany but who. enters his solemn protest agaist 

eing disturbed one jot or one tittle in their con 
tract. The reason why I made this modificatio" 
was because, from a spirit of liberality on their 
part, they have expressed a willingness to col 
ply with the wishes of Congress and of the pe 
ple, if the people, through their representatives 
oa say that, to perfect any system, one of their 
termini should be changed. 











Mr. HALE. Will the Senatorallow me 4 m0 
ment? ; 
Mr. LATHAM. Certainly. 
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in one respect in which he quoted me. 
would not speak by authority when I spoke of 
«600,000. I said { presumed these gentlemen 
y ould be willing to be wiped out on those terms; 
wo in that L did not speak by authority; but I was 
suthoria d to say they would be content with 
600,000 for the contract. 

Mr. LATHAM. Is or 

The Senator is correct In part. If Congress are 
determined to exterminate them, and * wipe them 
out,” to use his own language, they want to be 
aid one year’s service, and they want to be quits 
with this Government in every capacity and in 
every respect. I believe he is correct in making 
that statement, that far, but no further. They 
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I so understood the Senator. 


want their contract to remain intact. If they are | 


disturbed, then they want the pay for one year’s 
service ty compensate them merely for the actual 
loss which they will sustain in the destruction of 
stations. But I ask whether that is justice? I 
ask whether the Senator advocates a principle of 
equity when he says that these gentlemen are to 
have their contract terminated, and to be paid that 
which will merely reimburse them for the actual 
outlay that they have been to? 


Now, Mr. President, I have probably said as | 


much as | should in the argument of the motion 
that is now pending; but I will say this before I 


take my seat: that when Senators upon this floor | 


try to impress on the minds of each other, or of 
those who take an interest in this debate, that there 
is some conflict going on between the ocean ser- 
vice and the overland service, such was not my 
idea in the drafting of my bill; nor do I believe 
that the present amendment has one single friend 
that entertains an idea of such a conflict existing. 
[| merely want to provide for carrying the mails, 
the printed cael franked documents, so long 
as | feel the public necessity requires it. When- 
ever yourepeal your franking law; whenever you 
show the entire feasibility of these overland mails 
carrying the entire printed matter, that moment | 
want the ocean service to terminate. I say this 
in reply to an allusion made by the Senator from 
New Hampshire. 

The insertion, at my suggestion, to the second 
or third section of the present amendment, pro- 
viding for a service by the ocean in case of fail- 
ure overland, was with a view to try all these 
overland routes. If that is done within the period 
of two years, the country will be settled, the sta- 
tions will be established, the means of communi- 
cation more certain and rapid, and forts estab- 
lished by the Government; then, [ believe, this 
immense mass of matter that I detailed to the 


Senate the other day, as being carried to the Pa- | 


cific, can be carried overland. If, however, the 
Senate believe, or if there can be data shown, that 


this entire printed matter, as well as the franked | 


documents, can be carried-overland, | want it to 
commence right now; but I want the data before 
lam prepared to vote for it. 


[know there is a great hue and cry existing |} 


against this ocean service and this steamship line. | 


lam no sympathizer or defender of theirs. 1 


merely want to carry out what | believe is proper, | 


so faras the mails are concerned, in supplying the 
people of the Pacific coast; because 1 know very 
well that every man upon that coast longs for the 
time, and will hail it with joy, when not only the 
entire mail matter, but every citizen who goes to 
that country, can go there upon American soil, 
without going, as we do now, through an inhos- 
pitable climate and an unfriendly people, and must 
traverse seven thousand miles, when we ought to 
travel but two thousand or twenty-five hundred. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In accordance 
with the order of the Senate, the hour for a recess 
having arrived, it becomes the duty of the Chair 


to pronounce that the Senate will take a recess 
till six o’clock. 





EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembled at six o’clock. 
ROBERT STOCKTON. 


Mr. TEN EYCK. I move that the Senate take 
Up joint resolution of the House No. 39. 


and | apprehend there will be no objection te it. 
f there is, of course I will not press it. 

. The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fostex 
in the chair.) It is moved that the Senate take 


It isa | 
small matter, which hasalread y passed the House; | 


Me HALE. The Senator misunderstood me | 
mt I said 1 | 


GLOBE. 


No. 39. It requires unanimous consent to enter- 
tain any motion now when another matter is pend- 
ing before the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Let us hear what it is. 

The Secretary read the title, as follows: 

Joint resolution directing the accounting officers 


up for consideration joint resolution of the House } 
1] 


of the Treasury to settle the accounts of the late | 


Robert Stockton, quartermaster, &c. 
Mr. TEN EYCK. I will simply state that 


| Robert Stockton was an assistant quartermaster | 
in the Revolution; that he died soon after the Rev- 
| olution; and that, within a few months, or within | 


a short time, his papers have been found; and this | 
resolution simply proposes to refer the matter to | 


| the accounting officers of the Treasury to settle his | 
accounts. ‘There is no amount specified for pay- | 


ment; but it is simply to ascertain what the state 
of the accounts is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the motion 
to take up the resolution objected to? Unless ob- 
jected to, it will be considered as the sense of the 
Senate that this resolution be considered now. It 

| is before fhe Senate. 

| The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the joint resolution (H. R. 
No. 39) directing the accounting officers of the 
Treasury to settle the accounts of the late Robert 
Stockton, quartermaster,&c. It directs. the proper 


to settle the accounts of the late Robert Stockton, | 


| of New Jersey, an assistant quartermaster and 


forage master in the war of the Revolution, and | 


pay to his legal heirs and representatives such 
sum or sums as may be shown due upon sufli- 


Army. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should like to know from 
| the Senator from New Jersey what sort of reason 
is given for settling an account of seventy years 
ago, and why it is that these people have not set- 
tled it before now ? 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I believe the report is on 
file. I was requested to ask the Senate to take 
| up the joint resolution. I have not had charge of 

the matter at all. 
the Senate take it up on the information I had 
that it was meritorious. The reason assigned for 
thisaccount not being settled before is this: very 
soon after the termination of the Revolution, Mr. 
| Stockton died, and his papers were mislaid, and 
they have never been discovered, as appears by 
the testimony in the case, as 1 have been informed, 


until very recently; and his heirs request that his || 
accounts and vouchers may be examined and set- | 
tled by the accounting officers of the Treasury, to | 
That is the reason why the mat- | 


see what it is. 
ter has not been presented before this time. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I think these facts ought very 
fully to appear to the Senate. If we are going to 
look at the accounts of quartermasters of the Rev- 
olution, and see how they were settled upona 
statement, without any reason being given as to 
how they were lost, and how they have been 
found after seventy years, I tell you, sir, there is 
| no protection on this earth for the public Treas- 
/ury. You may just as well throw it at once into 

the hands of the claim agents around this city. 
| I do not wish to object to the character of it; but 
| when anybody in the Senate can consent to agree 
| to this thing, and to inquire into an account of 
| seventy years’ standing, it looks to me likea ship 
| being on the breakers, and the crew jumping into 
| the spiritroom. I say there is a limitation, and 

there ought to be. ‘There should be peace at 
| some time. Seventy years ought to bring peace, 
| until the affirmative is clearly shown. I put it to 
| the Senator from New Jersey, if it is not too 
| much for them to come here after seventy years, 
| and expect us to refer itto the Treasury? There 
| are thousands and tens of thousands of accounts 
which appear to be unsettled there because the 
records have gone. We all know that well. A 
parcel were burnt up during the last war. They 
were not preserved, because they did not suppose 
that the resurrectionists would come seventy 
| years afterwards and attempt to raise up trans- 
actions of this kind. 1 appeal to the Senate, if 
they have any care of the public Treasury or of 
| the public interests, not to do this. 
of accounts is to be taken up in this way, and 
turned over to the accounting officers, there is no 


|| peace, no security; and the truth is, itis merely 


cient proof of his service as quartermaster, and | 
| for damages done his property by the American | 


I was requested to move that | 


If this kind | 
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throwing open wide the door, and telling every- 
body to come in and help themselves. _ 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I simply desire to add one 
word. I have no interest at all, in any Way, in 
this measure. 1 do not even know the individual 
who desires its passage. I was requested to call 
it up by a gentleman of the other House, who has 
some interest in it; a member, | believe, from the 
State of Virginia. In relation tothe length of time 
that has passed, | have already stated that the 
documents and papers belonging to this quarter- 
master have been mislaid, in consequence of his 
death happening just after the termination of the 
Revolution, when there was no money in the na- 
tional Treasury to pay. Itis only recently that 
his papers have been discovered in the attic of a 
garret of the house in which he resided at the time 
of his death. 1 am informed that the facts appear 
by the testimony in the case, and are mentioned 
on the face of the report. 

In relation to the lapse of time and the statute 
of limitations, I have only this to say: it may be 
because I am somewhat of a novice here that I 

| entertain these notions; but, sir, so far as Tam 
| concerned, it seems to me the statute of limitations 
should never run against a revolutionary claim; 
| that that should never be pleaded against either a 
| revolutionary soldier, if one should be found still 


|| existing upon the face of the earth, or against the 
accounting officers of the Treasury Department || 


descendants of such. Although there may be 
doubt in relation to the meritorious character of 
the claim, and although there may not be suffi- 
| cientevidence to justify Congress in paying a sum 
of money to the heirs of this man, it seems to me 
there can be no harm arising from referring the 
matter to the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury, for the purpose of.ascertaining whether 
there is a just debt due or not from the Govern- 
ment toa revolutionary soldier or his descend- 
ants. It may be, as I said before, because I am 
| a novice; but for myself I should far prefer dis- 
charging a claim of this description, although 
may be somewhat doubtful, than listen to modern 
claims, many of which are fraudulent raids upon 
the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Is there a report in connec- 
tion with this case ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
written report. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Let us hear it read. 

The Secretary read the report. It appears from 
the original papers filed in the case, as well as 
from letters of the Secretary of State of the Uni- 
ted States, that Robert Stockton was an assistant 
quartermaster in the war of the Revolution. It 
further appears, from letters from the accounting 
officers of the Treasury, thathis accounts as quar- 
termaster have never been settled. It further ap- 
pears that he died shortly after the conclusion of 
the war, and without ever having forwarded his 
books, vouchers, &c., in relation to his service as 
quartermaster. It is clearly evident that Mr. 
Steckton was never paid for his services, and for 
| damages to the amount of fifty pounds done to 
| his property by the continental troops; and the 
committee, therefore, consider it proper that the 
books and papers kept by him as quartermaster 
should be referred to the proper accounting offi- 
| cers of the Treasury for settlement. 
| Mr. KING. It has not been customary, I be- 
| lieve, to refer simple claims for damages that may 
| have been done to property in the Revolution. 


There is a 


|| There is ee a great amount of them 


| with relation to which there has never been an 


|| examination gg claims made for compensation. 


So far as the accounts are concerned, if anything 
is due to this gentleman, I shall have no objec- 
tion to having it paid; and it ought to be, if itean 
| be shown clearly to be an account due him. I 
move to amend by striking out from the joint res- 
| olution that part of it which relates to the dam- 
ages for destruction of property by the troops. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New York proposes to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out, in Jines nine and ten, the 
words, ‘and for damages done his property by 
the American Army.”’ 

Mr. TEN EYCK. lL hope the Senator from 
New York will not insist on that amendment. It 
| isa small matter. The claim is only a clum for 
| fifty pounds for damages done, as appears, as I 
| have been informed, by the testimony, by the 
| American troops to Mr. Stockton’s property in 








Princeton. The Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims, I am free to confess, had their attention | 
called to this clause in the bill; and we at one time | 
proposed that the bill, as it came from the House, | 
should be amended in that respect; but upon a 
reconsideration, the committee were unanimously 
of the opinion that, if that alterauion were to be 
made, the resolution would be lost for want of | 
time, and that if it were to pass in its present 
shape, it sull will be referre d to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, who would look into the matter, 
or his officers would look into and settle the ac- 
counts according to law, or according to what is 
right and proper. Under these circumstances, 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims unani- 
mously agreed to report the bill in this shape, 
believing that no injustice will be done to the 


Government by its being reported, or by its pass- || 
lt is for that rea- || 


ing both Houses in that form. 
son I would ask the Senator from New York to 
withdraw his amendment, believing that no injus- | 
lice or wrong will happen to the Government of 
the United States on accountof this claim for fifty 
vounds; for if not due, it would not be Shaan. 
“here is no imperative demand or requirement 
on the part of the accounting officers of the Treas- | 
ury. | 
Mr. KING. A resolution of this kind, as I 
understand it, Mr. President, is an instruction to 
the officer to allow for whatever damages there 
may be shown, by fair testimony presented to 
him, were leeemaak It directs that to be done. 
It is not in this case that the amount is such as 
to create any great objection to it 
Mr. TEN EYCK. The accounting officers are 





to pay if they find it due. 


Mr. KING. The resolution is understood and 
so construed by the officer, and so understood 
here to be an instruction to him. He would un- 
doubtedly ailow whatever damages there might 
be shown to be due by affidavits at this late day, 
when, of course, the facts must be obscure, rest- 
ing on the memory of very old persons, or in mere 
tradition as to what these damages are. It is to | 
the principle that I object, and not to this amount. | 
As I said, the amount involved in this case is of 
very little consequence; and it is for that reason | 
that we had better not now institute a new prac- | 
tice in this respect. We have not been in the habit 
of doing it, except upon the full proof presented 
to Congress. If that portion be stricken out, I 
would have no objection to the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The question 
is on the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from New York. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended; and the amendment was concurred 
in, and ordered to be engrossed, and the resolu- | 
tion to be read a third time. It was read the third | 
time. 


a division—ayes fourteen. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A majority of | 
a quorum not voting in favor of its passage, the | 
resolution is lost. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I demand a count on the 
other side. Let us see whether there is a quorum 
here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
a quorum has not voted. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. lLlask a count on the other 
side. 1 do not want the resolution lost. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
count the other side; but it will make no differ- 
ence manifestly. 

The question being 
ators voted in the neg 


put, there were twelve Sen- 
iuve—no quorum volung. | 
EVENTS IN ITALY. 
Mr. POWELL. | offer the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its immediate consideration: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate, if not incompatible with the public 
interest. copies of such portions of the dispatches of the 
| 


Minister at Turin as relate to the occurrence of recent | 
events in Ltaly. 


Mr. TOOMBS. T[object. There is not a quo- 
rum present. 
THE TARIFF BILL. 

Mr. BIGLER. 


shall, to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, or about that | 


: 
hour, if I can get the floor, move that the Senate || 
proceed to consider the motion made by the Sen- || of the Senate to submit a motion that will aid us | 


A majority of || 
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| widow of an officer of the United States. 


ator from Kentucky, [Mr. Powe.t,]} to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill (H. R. No. 338) 
providing for an increase of the tariff was post- 
poned until the second Monday of December next. 
| desire to give this notice in order that Senators 


may know that the question will come up, and | 


be present. 
COMMITTEE CLERK. 


Mr. WILSON. Iask leave to introduce a res- 
olution. Ido notask its consideration now: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia may hereafter have a clerk, with the same annual 
compensation as the clerk of the Comunittee on Finance, 
Claims, or Printing. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I object. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution | 


will lie over. 
RED RIVER RAFT. 


Mr. BIGLER. I am under the impression that 
there is a quorum present; and in order that that 
question may be fully tested, as I have promised 
to cal] up a joint resolution which I have in my 
hand, I move that the Senate proceed te the con- 


sideration of the joint resolution of the House | 
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in business. 


| 





(No. 43) giving the assent of Congress to certain | 


acts passed or to be passed by the Legislatures | 
r 


of the Statesof Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas, 


or any two of them, in relation to the “ raft’? of | 


Red river, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sénator 
from Pennsylvania moves to take up for consid- 
eration the House joint resolution No. 43. It re- 
quires unanimous consent to entertain the motion, 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. 
league, who is now absent, takes a particular in- 
terest in that resolution,and Lam not so sure but 
he would oppose it, if here. I willtherefore take 


sideration at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 
ing made, the resolution cannot be considered at 
this time. 

ELIZA A. MERCHANT. 


Mr. WILSON. 
No. 436. 

Mr. MALLORY. 

Mr. WILSON. 


I move to take up House bill 


What is it? 
It is a bill for the relief of the 
Itisa 


| small matter, and I should like to have it acted | 


|G. Merchant, of the United States Army. 


on. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Massachusetts moves to take up the House 


bill indicated by him. Is the motion objected 
to? 


Mr. TOOMBS. 
tion. 


Mr. KING. 


Let it be read for informa- 


I inquire whether the motion of 


the Senator from New Jersey is not before the | 


|, Senate yet undisposed of; or whether, when we 

On the passage of the resolution, there were on | 
' 

| 


get a quorum, that will not be the business before 
the Senate? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 


has just stated, in reply to every motion that has 


E. 


as itis proposed to let it go over until the 








June 19, 
The Committee on Commerce a 
referred to it a bill (H.R. No. 114) to seaplane” 
the safety of passengers in vessels propelled st 
whole orin part by steam. They have exam; er 
that subject partially, and itisa very tiie 
subject; so important that they camé to the a 
clusion that they were not prepared to act def. 
nitely upon it at this session. The Navivatins 
interests are very much interested in that bij) 


' ing 
at bill, and 
next 
ibers 
can know 


session, I now move that the ordinary nun 
of the bill be printed, so that the Senate 
what the bill is. 

Mr. TOOMBS. What is the bill? 
Mr. HAMLIN. The steamboat bil] which h 
been before the Committee on Commerce. x 

Mr. GREEN. Let the motion go to the Com 
mittee on Printing. a 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
usual number. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. I hope it will be printed, fo 
it is a very important bill, and I think the worst 
one Lever saw. I think the printing of it will qo 
good. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chairheas 
no objection to the consideration of the motion 

The motion was agreed to. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives 

: She ae a ’ 

oF Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
House had insisted upon its disagreement to the 


I only propose to print the 


| amendments of the Senate to the bill (H.R. No, 
| 339) making appropriations for the legislative 
there being another matter now before the Senate. || 


I am aware that my col- || 


executive, and judicial expenses of the Govern. 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 186], 
insisted on by the Senate; had disagreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the amendment of 


| the House to the seventh amendment of the Sen- 
this form of arresting it, by objecting to its con- || 


ate to the said bill; had agreed to the conference 
asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr, 
Justix S. Morritzt of Vermont, ir. Jems 8. 
Puevres of Missouri,and Mr. WituiamM A. How- 


| arp of Michigan, managers at the same on the 


been made, that it requires the unanimous consent | 


of the Senate to entertain any motion, there being 


| already business before the Senate. 


Mr. WILSON. 
take up this bill. 


I ask unanimous consent to 
I should like to have it acted 


upon. 
_Mr. TOOMBS. Let it be read for informa- 
tion. I do not know what it ts. 


The Secretary read the bill (H.R. No. 436) 
for the relief of Mrs. Eliza A. Merchant, widow 
of the late First Lieutenant and Brevet Captain 
It 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place the 
the name of Eliza A. Merchant on the pension 


list, at the rate of fifteen dollars per month, to | 
commence on the 4th day of March, 1860, and | 


continue during her life. 

The Committee on Pensions reported the bill 
with an amendment to strike out fifteen dollars, 
and insert twenty-five dollars, and also to strike 
out the word “ life’’ and insert ** widowhood.”’ 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object. I shall object to 
every pension. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 


‘ | ing made, the motion cannot be entertained. 
I desire to give notice that I |) 


PRINTING OF A BILL. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I ask the unanimous consent 


| 
| 
| 


part of the House. 
CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The message further announced that the House 


| insisted upon its disagreement to the amendments 


of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 501) making 
appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the 
Government for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1861, insisted on by the Senate, and upon its 
amendments to other amendments of the Senate 
to the said bill, disagreed to by the Senate; had 
agreed to the conference asked by the Senate on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon; 
and had appointed Mr. Jonn Suerman of Ohio, 
Mr. Georce W. Hugues of Maryland, and Mr. 
Joun A. Bineuam of Ohio, managers at the same 
on the part of the House. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The message further announced that the House 
had concurred in some, and disagreed to other, 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H.R. No. 


| 500) making appropriations for the naval service 





for the year ending the 30th of June, 1861, and 
had concurred in the sixth amendment of the 


| Senate, with an amendment; in which the con- 


currence of the Senate was requested. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 100) for 
the relief of Samuel H. Taylor. 

SAMUEL ITAMILTON. 

Mr. BIGLER. Thé bill of the House of Rep- 
resentatives No. 463, has been fully examined by 
the Committee on Pensions, and I ask that the 


| Senate, by unanimous consent, proceed to Ils con- 


sideration. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania asks unanimous consent to 
consider the bill indicated by him at this ume. Is 
it objected to? 

Mr. GREEN. Let it be read, for information. 

The Secretary read the bill, which directs the 
Secretary of the Interior to place the name of 
Samuel Hamilton on the invalid pension roll’ a. 
eight dollars a month, to commence on the an 
January, 1860, and to continue during his natura 
life. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I object. =e 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 
ing made, the bill must be laid aside. 


1869. 
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: Mr. ANTHONY. I desire to ask the Senate |! 
‘ake up a bill—— : , 
— BIGLER. I think there will be no objec- 
jon to the consideration of the bill I have moved 

to ake up. : : 

' Se. TOOMBS. I object to it. I object to all 
meant. | never voted for a pension in my life. | 
‘would not vote a pension to General Washing- 
if he was living. 


SAMUEL R. FRANKLIN. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move to take up a bill to || 
which I think the Senator from Georgia will not 
object. It is a case where a lieutenant in the Navy | 
served on board ofa ship as purser; and he asks, \| 
and the committee have reported, that he should || 

during the time he served as purser, the || 
a purser, deducting the pay of a lieuten- 
ant. It has been done in every case. 

Mr. GREEN. I think the bill ought to be taken | 
up and passed. I do not know anything about | 
this case, but I know, for want of pursers, lieu- 
tenants have been detailed to perform the duties, | 
and they have been placed under the responsibil- || 
ity of pursers, and they ought to have the pay of | 
pursers. Itis right. ; : | 
* There being no objection, the bill (No. 398) | 
for the relief of Samuel R. Franklin was read a | 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. Itdirects the proper accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury to allow to Lieutenant Sam- 
uel R. Franklin, United States Navy, in the 
settlement of his accounts, the difference between 
the pay he received as lieutenant, and the ay a 
purser would have received, on board the United || 
States sloop-of-war Falmouth, during the period 
in which he discharged the duties of purser on | 
board that vessel; but the sum allowed is not to 
exceed $598 63. | 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third || 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. | 


A message from the House of Representatives, | 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 307) | 
to repeal the second section and other portions of | 
an act passed the 2d of June, 1858, entitled ‘An || 
act to provide for the location of certain confirmed || 
private land claims in the State of Missouri, and || 
for other purposes.”’ 


ton, 
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| 
CALIFORNIA OVERLAND MAIL. | 
Mr. LATHAM. [I call for the regular order | 


| 
of vusiness. ‘There is a quorum now present. __ || 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill (H. || 
R. No. 304) inviting proposals for carrying the || 
entiremail between the Atlantic and Pacific States 
in one line, which was under consideration at the || 
time the Senate took a recess, is now before the | 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole, the ques- | 
tion being on the motion of the Senator from Mis- | 
souri [Mr. Pox] to strike out the second section 
of the amendment offered by the Senator from 
California. 
_Mr. YULEE. The question, as I understand 
it, ison striking out the second section; and I 
have a word to say upon that. I have nothing to 
say upon the general features of this proposition 
until itis in the shape in which its friends pro- 
pose to submit it to the judgment of the Senate; 
but [hope this section will not be stricken out. I | 
think it is a desirable feature in the bill, if it isto | 
be adopted. 
_I treat this question, Mr. President, not in the 
light of a benefit to individuals or to sections, but | 
in its postal aspect altogether; and in that aspect, 
if it be practicable for the Postmaster General to 
make the arrangement by agreement with the But- 
lerfield contractors which is proposed in this sec- 
ond section, it would be a desirable piece of legis- 
lation. If nothing more than that was done, and 
fall else of the bill were stricken out, I would 
like the adoption of that, if so it be that the Post- 
master General has not the power now, by agree- 
ment with the contractors, to do the same thing, | 
which I believe he has without authority of 
law. The effect would be simply this: the time 
tow, under the present contract, is twenty-five 
ne ga St. Louis to San Francisco, and it is 
oe week. The time between St. Louis and 
‘ew Orleans, by railroad, now, is two days, or 


ss. This proposes to make an arrangement by || 
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| contract? 


which there shall be a conveyance from New Or- 
leans to San Francisco in twenty days, and three 
times a week. Now, if you add two days to the 
time to bring your mails from St. Louis to New 
Orleans, the advantage which we shall have gained, 
withoutany cost to the Government, will be in the 
conversion of a twice-a-week mail in twenty-five 
days to a three-times-a-week mail in twenty-two 
days, even from St. Louis, accommodating New 


| Orleans and all the southern and Gulf section bet- 


ter, and accommodating New York, and the re- 
gion North, nearly as well; for the time between 
New York and New Orleans now is only three 
and a half and four days, and there is very little 
difference between the time from New York to 
St. Louis. If therefore, it be practicable to make 
this arrangement, by which we shall convert a 
twice-a-week mail into thyee times a week, and 
reduce it from a twenty-fi¥e days schedule to a 
twenty-two days schedule from St. Louis, even 
St. Louis will be benefited. I think the Post- 
master General may do this, in agreement with 
the parties, without legislation; but if legislation 
be necessary, I hope it will be given, if nothing 
else in the bill be adopted. I shall therefore vote 
against striking out. 

Mr. GREEN. I shall vote in favor of striking 
out, and for this very plain reason: I am not sec- 
tional in my opinion; but it is an unmistakable 
fact, which no man can deny who looks at the 
geography of the country, and looks at the map, 
that St. Louis is the great center of the Missis- 
sippi valley. Why shall we therefore diverge 
and dodge around, and reach Missouri by a cir- 
cumlocution, rather than come direct by the But- 
terfield route, as it now is? a 
So far as the accommodation of New Orleans and 
all the surrounding country that depends upon 
New Orleans is concerned, she has accommoda- 
tions sufficient, and I am willing to give her more 
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| cepted—with a commerce superior, in proportion 


to population, to any city in this Union? Shall 


| we cut that off ? Will you say you will send by 
| St. Joseph, by Chicago, and New York, by San 


Antonio and New Orleans, and dodge St. Louis, 


| the heart of the Mississippi valley? I have been 
| told by the Senator from Florida that there is a 


Is it right to do so? | 


if she has not sufficient; but to takeaway the only | 
accommodation that Missouri has in the center of 
her State, the very heart of the State, | think very | 


unkind treatment. 

Now, the St. Joseph mail I have no objection 
to; but, at the same time, it must be remembered 
that the St. Joseph mail is a Chicago mail; it is 
nota St. Louis mail; and where is St. Louis to 
get a direct mail if you take away the Butterfield 
The Senator says he thinks the Post- 
master General, with the consent of the parties, 
has the right already. ‘That may be, for aught I 


| know; but if it be so, let him tale the responsi- 
| bility. So far as it depends upon my action, they 
| shall not have my consent, because it is wrong in 


itself, and detrimental to the interests of my con- 
stituents. I want a direct communication from 
that heart of the Mississippi vatley to the center 
of commerce on the Pacific coast. ‘The heart of 
the one is St. Louis, the center of the otheris San 
Francisco. There is no mistake about this, and 
it cannot be disguised. Now, sir, [ shall insist 
upon it; I will stand by this; and if the Postmaster 
General—if the Congress does not act on it— 


| chooses to take some other course, he takes the 


responsibility. I will not take that responsibility | 


in advance of him, or screen him from i 
indignation that will fall upon his head if he dare 


| take away a right that belongs to our State. 


‘Mr. TOOMBS. St. Louis is nothing but a 
country village. 
Mr. GREEN. 


try village! There are not five cities in the Union 


| that are her superiors; and the Senator from Geor- 


gia cannot put five together in his State that will 
be her equal. He may take five of the biggest 
he has got, with all their commerce, and they will 
not be eqgal to St. Louis. 
from Florida. He may take the whole State, and 
it will not compare with Missouri. It will not 
compare with St. Louis, of Missouri. 

Mr. POLK. 


large margin. 

Mr.GREEN. My colleague reminds me of 
the fact that St. Louis sends one Representative, 
with a large margin, and Florida only sends one 
from the whole State. 

Now, I ask, Mr. President, is it right to dis- 
card the interests of a great people, numbering 
one hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants, with 
a commerce, in proportion to the people, superior 
to any in the whole scope of this Union—I assert 
that without qualification; New York not ex- 


St. Louis nothing but a coun- || 


So with the Senator | 


His whole State sends but one | 
Representative; and St. Louis sends one, with a || 


‘ 


rapid and speedy communication from St. Louis 

to New Orleans. I think there is; but I will state 

to that Senator this: that itis just about as far, 

in my opinion, from St. Louis to New Orleans as 

it is trom New Orleans to St. Louis. That ismy 
| calculation. I think it is; and therefore I think 

itis just as well to come by St. Louis and go to 
| New Orleans as it is to come by New Orleans 
and go to St. Louis. Is it not so? 

Mr. YULEE. No; because by the present 
contract it is twenty-five days from St. Louis to 
San Francisco, while by the proposed arrange- 
ment it would be twenty days from New Orleans 
to San Francisco 

Mr. GREEN. They make it in twenty-two. 

Mr. YULEE. Giving the Senator’s town of 
| St. Louis three days’ advantage in this case. 

Mr. GREEN. If the Postmaster General has 
the power to change at all, cannot he change it 
| from St. Louis and will not these parties change 
| it to correspond in time? If you will give them 
| the privilege to chalk out their own route, let 
them go by San Antonio and the Chico pass, and 
Albuquerque, across the Colorado by the Walker 
pass, and they will make it in eighteen days; and 

think my friend knows it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If my friend will allow mea 
moment, I think they can settle this difficulty. 
Let them start at St. Louis, and go by New Or- 
leans, and then they will gain two votes. That 
seems to be the only difference between them. 

Mr. GREEN. ‘the Senator from Georgia isa 
little mistaken. They can go from St. Louis a litle 
quicker than they can from New Orleans; and if 
he will look at the map and consider the route 
they have to run, he will know it; and ifhe speaks 
without knowing it, | excuse him. I know they 
ean go from St. Louis a little quicker than from 
| New Orleans. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Itis the other way with the 
| Senator from Florida. 

Mr. GREEN. Not at all. He said the present 
contract gave them a certain time; but by the new 
contract they could doit from New Orleans with- 
in twenty days. L say if the Postmaster General 
has a right to make anew contract from New 
Orleans, he has a right to make a new contract 
from St. Louis. 

Mr. YULEE. The difference is this: he will 
have to pay them for a new contract from St. 
| Louis, whereas this proposed increase of trips 
three times a week instead of two can be done 
without any increase at all. 

Mr. GREEN. I say, if you are talking about 
the power of the Postmaster General to increase 
the trips or increase the speed, he has got as much 
in the one case as in the other, and you know it. 

Mr. YULEE. But this limits it. 

Mr. GREEN. It limits it in some cases. Then 
limit itin the same cases, and start from St. Louis. 
Why do you not do that? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the Senator will speak 
to the Senate, and not to the Senator from Florida. 

Mr. GREEN. [ care not what the Senator 
from Georgia says. © intend to discuss this ques- 
tion, because I know what I am talking about, 
whether he does or not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Missouri has the floor. 

Mr. GREEN. I know I have. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I make the point of order. I 
shall be very glad to hear the Senator, but I want 
him to address himself to me and the Senate, in- 
stead of the Senator from Florida. 

Mr. GREEN, I have no right to address my 
argument to him; but I address the President, 
and [ want him to hear me; and I intend’ to ad- 
| dress him,and todo it inorder. I trust the Pres- 
| ident will hear me, and I want them all to hear 
| me. I hope he will be in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from Missouri is in order. 

Mr. GREEN. [I intend to confine myself to 
order. But to admonish me that I shall address 
one particular Senator does not suit my taste. I 
address you, sir, as the President of this body, 
| and I want all Senators to hear me; but for one 








The Senator 
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Senator to say, ‘* I want me to be addressed,” 
does not suit my taste, 

Mr. TOOMBS. ‘The Senator is mistaken. I 
objected to his addressing one Senator. lie was 
addressing the Senator from Florida. 

Mr. GREEN. Now, sir, I undertake to say 
that this transportation will better accommodate 


the public from St. Louis than it will from New |) 


Orleans. New Orleans already has the same ac- 
commodation that St. Louis has. The 
sition isto take this away from St. Louis, and 
add to the accommodation of New Orleans. 


|| We have got nothing to send there. 


} 


ropo- i] 


appropriation, and 1 should be very glad to get 
rid of them. But the business people who are 
connected with this affair are from New York and 


San Francisco. The South does not want any. | 


make merchandise. They do not consume cot- 
ton. The gold trade, if it should come there, 
would pass through. We make something better 
than gold; but if we do not, whatever we have 
got must go somewhere fora market. The truth 


| 18, we have got no business with it; and the bul- 


St. Louis is the great center, as I before re- | 


marked, of the Mississippi valley; and I putitto the 
judgment of honorable Senators, and to you, Mr. 
Sudden, is it right, while New Orleans already 
has the same accommodation that St. Louis has, to 
take away the only accommodation that she has 
and add it to the accommodation of New Orleans, 
because itis a southern city? Is that right? Is 
it reasonable? Is it conformable tothe principles 


by which we are governed in our Jegislauon? If 


you say we need no legislation, and leave it all to 
the Postmaster General, very well; but if you 
undertake to interpose at all, and direct the Post- 
master General what he shall do, I think it our 
duty to tell him what we think the public good 
requires, and what the public wants demand. 
Acting on that principle, I say that these public 
wants and these public duties require us to con- 
centrate the great western mail atthe great center, 
the city of St. Louis. [tis in the line of Cincin- 
nati; it accommodates Pittsburg; it accommodates 
Cleveland; it accommodates Chicago; it accom- 
modates Louisville; it accommodates Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, and New York; while if you di- 
verge, and go North or go South, you discommode 
some portion of these cites. If we are to look 
to the greatest good to the greatest number, strike 
at the heart of the Republic, and then let it dis- 
seminate itself according to the wants of commerce 
and to the convenience of the commercial inter- 
course. For that reason, I hope that section will 
be stricken out; and I shall vote in favor of strik- 
ing it out, not to do harm to others, but to retain 


a right which is no more than already is enjoyed | 


by New Orleans, and which does not detract from 
any right enjoyed by any city of the North. 


benefit already enjoyed, with no reflection upon 
the Postmaster General; because if Congress 1s 
to take the subject in hand at all, they ought to 
act upon it in the manner they deem best for the 
public interest. 
Mr. ‘TOOMBS. 
controversies between interior villages upon this 
subject with reference to this communication with 
the west coast of America. I suppose almost 
everybody who has looked into this question 
knows that we have but one commenti 
this side of the mountains. On this side, it is 
New York. There is the seat of the bullion trade; 


[am very glad of these little || 


| quiry. 


lion trade of California, what California raises, 


We lo not | 


gold, goes to regulate the great exchange of the | 


continent. Whatshe wants goes from New York; 


and therefore, whenever you make the best com- | 


munication, whether by sea or land, from New 


York to San Francisco, no matter what place it | 
goes by, you have accomplished a great public | 
object, and that is the“bnly object you ought to | 
look to; and whether it is to go by Galveston, or | 
New Orleans, or St. Louis, or Charleston, or Sa- | 


vannah, is all nonsense. 

Mr. YULEE. With the permission of the 
Senate, I propose to vary the entertainment. We 
have spent some time upon this question; and I 
hope the Senators in charge of this subject, and 
feeling interest in it, will consent to its postpone- 
ment, with a view of taking up the Post Office 
appropriation bill for 1860, that we may dispose 
the question pending in relation to that. 1 make 
that motion. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope it will prevail. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis moved to 
yostpone the further consideration of the bill now 
fore the Senate to take up the bill making further 

appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department for the year ending June 30, 1860. 

Mr. LATHAM. I should like to make an in- 
If the Post Office deficiency bill is dis- 


| posed of to-night, will this bill be in order in the 


It || 


will be for the benefit of the center; but it is a | 


morning at twelve o’clock? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will. 

Mr. LATHAM. ‘Then I do not object to fin- 
ishing the Post Office bill to-night. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will suggest to the Senator from California that it 


will require a vote to take it up to-morrow, unless | 


it is taken up after the Post Office bill is disposed 
of to-night, and left as the unfinished business. 
Mr. POLK. I think we might as well have a 


| vote on this question. 


Mr. YULEE. Let us lay it aside informally 
by general consent, and take up the other bill. 

Mr. LANE. I object to it, 

Mr. RICE. 1am sorry that the Senator from 


California should yield to the Post Office appro- 
PI 


priation or any other bill. This measure has been 
crowded out evePy time it has been brought up, 


/ and, from present appearances, I expect it will go 


center | 


out at the tail end of the session, just as it come 


| into it. 


there is the seat of the commerce of the country. 


All the goods and all the supplies to California 
are sent from there. The goods of this country 
and of foreign countries are brought there to be 
sent; and therefore the most direct and speedy 
communication, the most advantageous to the 
public, ought to go from New York to San Fran- 
cisco. These are the two points on this conti- 
nent. It is all folly to talk hae centers in Mis- 
sissippi and centers in Georgia. My little village 
is the center of a county. 
else’s city is the center of a State. I hope it wi 

go over all such places that happen to GC in the 
way,no matter whether it be the great city of St. 
Louis, or the speckled hen’s nest. If we want to 
promote the commerce of the country, we should 
make a communication the most ready, the cheap- 
est, and the best for the people who have got 
business with one another. I apprehend, with- 


out looking into the statistics, Jhat ninety per | 


cent. of all the correspondence between the At- 
lantic and Pacific coast is between New York and 
San Francisco; and those are the two points to 
unite. I know it is for the business, and the cor- 
respondence follows the business; and, therefore, 
if he wants to get the best communication, the 
only one should be there. 

As for having one at the South, what do we 
want with one? I never wrote to California in 
my life; and I suppose I have as much business 
as the average of Georgians there; and I never 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to postpone this bill. 

Mr.GWIN. Informally. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. To informally 
lay aside this bill in order to take up the Post 
Office deficiency bill. 

Mr. LATHAM. 


I should like to have a vote 


' taken on this section before that is done. 


Mr. GREEN. 
Mr. YULEE. 


Let us vote the motion down. 
I withdraw my proposition, to 


| allow a vote to be taken on this section; that is, 


l suppose a 
1 


if the vote can be taken at once. 
Mr. GREEN. Withdraw it or not, as you 
ease. Ihave buta word to say. The great 


under made by most men who consider this sub- | 


ject is this: they look from New York to San 


Francisco, Now I know that the trade 40m New 
York to San Francisco may be conducted by the | 
isthmus with more facility and with greater profit | 


than it can overland; and I will say further than 


that, you may make forty railroads direct across, | 


and still the trade will go that way. But T am 
talking about the trade from the center of the Mis- 
sissippi valley to the Pacific. That is a different 
thing. ‘The trade from Missouri, from Illinois, 
from Iowa, and from Minnesota, to the Pacific, 
is a very different thing from the trade from New 
York and Boston and Philadelphia. The trade 
upon the eastern border may be conducted across 
the isthmus cheaper; and that trade will always 
go that way to San Francisco, instead of across 
the continent. You may make forty railroads 


received any letter, except to get an office or an || afd it would be the same. 
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Mr. LANE. They go around the Horn. 


1s, 


cannot go over the railroad. they 
Mr. GREEN. They-will go over railroads 


when you make railroads enough; and they will 
be made when you give them protection enoueh, 
ee ee tion from the 
center of the Mississippi valley, from Minnese... 


from lowa, from Illinois, from Michigan, ¢ 

a ° e ° ® = ; rom 
Arkansas, from Mississippi, and the center of all 
these States, I think, is in my State—in St, Loyic. 
but I will not press this any further. I think the 
public judgment will see that this is just and fai 
and reasonable. I will not take the time of the 
Senate to elaborate it when I know it is so fair in 
itself. 

Mr. POLK. Mr. President 

Mr. YULEE, 1 hope the Senator wil] allow 
my motion to be put now. 

Mr. POLK. I think we had better take 
on this section, 

Mr. GWIN. I hope my colleague will permit 
this section to be stricken out. 

Mr. POLK. Let us take a vote on it. 

Mr.GWIN. I hope my colleague will cop. 
sent to strike it out. 

Mr. LATHAM. I prefer to have a vote upon 
it. I will not consent to it voluntarily, | hope 
I may be allowed to say a word. [know how 
urgent the chairmanof the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads is to have the Post Offco 
deficiency bill taken up; but I do not want to be 
caught, so far as [ am concerned, as a true friend 
of this overland mail, in a trap; and | know how 
easy it is for one kind of business, or one bill, to 
supplant another, and measures that we suppose 
are going to take fifteen or twenty minutes, take 
a day anda half. So far as this measure is con- 
cerned, 1 will tell the Senator that I intend to 
stand by this overland system until it is finally 
disposed of by the Senate; and whenever the 
Senate overrules me I will yield, but not before, 

Mr. POLK obtained the floor. 

Mr. YULEE. I hope my motion will be put, 
that we may test the sense of the Senate; and as 
soon as the Post Office deficiency bill is disposed 
of, I will vote with the Senator to resume the 
consideration of this bill. I hope my motion will 
now be put. 

Mr. POLK. 
the floor? 

Tie PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Missouri is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. YULEE. But my friend will allow me to 
say that I withdrew my motion only to allowa 
vote to be taken, and it was upon that condition 
I did so; and I submit it to him whether | have 
not a right to renew it. 

Mr. POLK. In the first place, I did not hear 
the condition, and if I had, 1 would not have sub- 
mitted to it after the statement made by the Sen- 
ator from Florida, so well calculated to mislead 
the Senate, as [ think it is, in reference to this 
second section. The Senator has said that, by 
the second section, it is proposed to let the Post- 
master General make a contract by which the mail 
is to be carried from New Orleans to San Fran- 
cisco three time a week in twenty days; and then 
he says that New Orleans can be reached from St. 
Louis in two days, and thus there wiil be twenty- 
two days from St. Louis to San Francisco by the 
way of New Orleans, in place of twenty-five days 
by the Butterfield route. Now, sir, in the first 
place, that Butterfield route has averaged less than 
twenty-two days. Twenty-five days is the limt 
of the contract. It has always run inside of it, 
and has averaged twenty-one days and fifteen 
hours. Then the Senator from Florida is chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads of the Senate, and that Senator well knows 
that there is no contract for carrying the mail be- 
twixt New Orleans and St. Louis in two days. 
venture to say it is not short of ten days. | should 
be glad if the Senator would answer how long !8 
the shortest time—that is, the contract service— 
between St. Louis and New Orleans. 

Mr. YULEE. I know that the mails are car- 
ried now upon railroads. They have been taken 
off the river, I think—and if they have not been, 
they ought to be—and placed upon the railroads. 
I know, or at least I have been informed, that 
travelers come within two days between 5t. Louis 


Sola, 





a Vote 


To whom did the Chair award 


and New Orleans; and I know that the Govers- 
ment is paying for the transportation of the malls 
upon the railroads upon which travelers go, 4° 


1860. 
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hat they have a right to put upon these routes 
‘ateyver mail matter they please. 
“While 1 am up the Senator will allow me to 


y that Lam quite aware that the service between 
sa ane 


cy : 

ct schedule is twenty-five days, is performed 
about twenty-one and a half or twenty-two 
i,ys; but with a schedule of twenty days from 
awe Orleans, the presumption is fair that the 
“ne employed will be ratably as short as the 


tr 
ul 
} 


«yal time from St. Louis compared with the con- | 
actus 


tract time, and we may reasonably expect it 
the refore in eighteen days from New Orleans. 
“Mr. POLK. The Senator from I lorida, I un- 
derstand, cannot answer the question, how long 
-< the shortest contract-time for carrying the mail 
between St. Louis and New Orleans? 

Mr. YULEE. No. , 

Mr. POLK. Well, sir, the very thing we com- 
vlain of in St. Louis is, that it is a hard matter to 
ot the Postmaster General, or any person else 


rey 


hore, to recognize the fact that there are people 


Louis and San Francisco, although the con- | 
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| 


| 


| 


-ing on the west bank of the Mississippi river. || 


The fact is, that this village of St. Louis, as the 
Senator from Georgia has called it, sinice I have 
lived there, has grown more than all the cities of 
Georgia put together. 

The Senator says that a gentleman can travel 
from St. Louis to New Orleans in two days. I 


know he can, in something like that time now, | 


where the railroads are; but the Postmaster Gen- 
eral could not get any contract to deliver the 


mails in such time, or at least he has not yet been | 


able todo it. I venture to guess—I think I may 
do that—that the mail does not pass between St. 


Louis and New Orleans in less than ten days, or | 


seven days at the outside. 1 know very well that 


about a year ago, a member of my family was || 


near Port Gibson, on the Mississippi river, on the 


‘ . =. 
line between St. Louis and New Orleans, and it 


vas frequently fourteen days before a letter would 
come from there up to my house inSt. Louis. A 
letter would come from San Francisco frequently 
in as short a time as it would come from Missis- 
sippl. 


‘Mr. TOOMBS. You lived off the line of com- | 


munication. 
Mr. POLK.. Yes; very much out of the way. 
A city of one hundred and seventy-five thousand 


inhabitants, on the Mississippi river, is very much | 


out of the way! The Senator, who lives in Geor- 
via, that constitutes the ends of the skirts of the 
coat, that is, on the lapels of the country, thinks 


that he is right in the center. I do not blame him. | 


He is like the gentleman that the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. Cottamer] told us of some time 
ago. He said he had the best situated place he 
knew of on the face of the globe, because you 


could go from his house to anywhere else. | 


{Laughter.] That is the way it is with the Sen- 
ator from Georgia. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Let me tell my friend one 
thing about us: we never come here to bother the 


Government as beggars for anybody to come to | 


us, unless they want to do so, nor to go through 
our State. 


Mr. POLK. Nor do we, sir. We only want 
this: that when a man from Missouri, from IIli- 


nois, from Indiana, from Maryland, from any | 
’ ] ’ rt 


place East, from Georgia, desires to go to San 
Francisco, he shall be permitted to go the way 
that his knowledge of the best mode of reaching 
there will take him; and if he intends to go over- 
land, he must go through St. Louis. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not know of but one 
place to compare with it; and that is the place 
that Virgil described—facilis descensus Averni. 
(Laughter. ' 

Mr. POLK. Mr. President, I was wondering 
whether the Senator from Georgia really had ref- 
erence to that classical line when he spoke. That 
is rather far-fetched. I suppose, though, it has 
been some time since the Senator read Virgil. 

I only rose toanswer the Senator from Florida, 
who, I thought, put this thing tothe Senate in a 
way calculated to mislead, as though it would 
add only two days in the mail time to go from 
St. Louis to New Orleans. It would add many 
umes two days. They do not come in two days 
from New Orleans to St. Louis. Thatisagrand 
mistake. No such mail time has ever yet been 


made, and I very much doubt its being made very 
Soon. 


Mr. YULEE. I renew the motion which I 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1 


| lay aside the bill under consideration, and take up | 


|| of speaking on the subject, perhaps the Senator 
| from #lorida would withdraw his motion to post- 
pone, and take up the Post Office bill. 


| have charge of this bill will agree to allow the 


made a short time ago; and I hope it will be the | 
pleasure of the Senate to lay aside, even if it be 
informally, the bill which is now under consid- } 
eration, in order that we may dispose of the bill || 
of the House No. 503. P i 

Mr. HUNTER. [hope we shall take that bill || 
up. Let us get it to a conference, and settle it if || 
we can. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


. } 
It is moved to || 
} 


the Post Office deficiency bill. 
Mr. LATHAM. Upon that motion I call for | 
the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. | 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire to say a single | 
word. If those who are friendly to this overland | 
mail bill would come directly to voting, instead 


[**Oh, 
no!’’] 

Mr. HUNTER. We must take up the appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Then we may vote you 
down. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 20, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bingham, Bragg, Brown, Cameron, 
Chandler, Clark, Davis, Fessenden, Fitch, Foot, Foster, 
Hamlin, Hunter, Pearce, Powell, Ten Eyck, Toombs, 
Wade, Wilson, and Yulee—20. 

NAYS — Messrs. Bigler, Bright, Doolitule, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Harlan, Hemphill, Iverson, Johnson of Ten- 
nessee, King, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Polk, Rice, Sew- 
ard, Simmons, Sumner, and Wilkinson—20. 

So the motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
recurs on striking out the second section of the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Califor- 
nia. 

Mr. LATHAM. [I call for the yeas and nays 
on that question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 17, nays 23; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bright, Cameron, Fessenden, 
Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Green, Hemphill, Johnson of 
Tennessee, Lane, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, Sebastian, 
Simmons, and Wade—1L7. 

NAYS— Messrs. Bingham, Bragg, Brown, Chandler, 
Clark, Davis, Doolitile, Foot, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, | 


Hunter, Iverson, King, Latham, Powell, Seward, Sumner, 
Toombs, Wilkinson, Wilson, and Yulee—23, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. Inasmuch as the vote upon this 
section has been taken, I hope my friends who 


Post Office deficiency bill to be disposed of now. 
I think it will occupy but a very short time. I 
see no reason, in fact, why it should occupy more 
than fifteen minutes, and it is very desirable that 
our action should be determined, in order that the 
House may be in possession of the bill and have 
time to consider the new proposition which we 
shall make to them, if the Senate concur in the 
substitute which | propose to offer for the House 
amendment. I hope the Senate will agree now 
to take up that bill. 

The PRESJDING OFFICER. Itis moved to 
lay aside the bill under consideration for the pur- 
pose of taking up the Post Office deficiency bill. 

Mr. LATHAM. I call for the yeas and nays 
on that question, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. LATHAM. Then I call for a division. 

The motion was agreed to; there being, ona 
division—ayes 21, noes 13. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Post Of- 
fice deficiency bill is now before the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I desire to 
make a report from a committee of conference. 


Mr. YULEE. I yield for that purpose. 
HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, from the com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (S. No. 416) to secure 
homesteads to actual settlers on the public do- 
main, and for other purposes, made the following 
report: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bil! (S. No. 416) tosecure homesteads 
to actual settlers on the public domain, and for other pur- 
poses, having met, and after a free and full conference, they 
have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to the 
respective Houses, as follows: 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
amendment to the bill of the Senate, and agree to the said | 
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bill of the Senate, (S. No. 416,) with the following amend- 


ments: 
Section one, line eleven, strike out the word “ and.’ 
Section one, lines twelve and thirteen, strike out the 
words, *‘and become subject to private entry.”? 
Section one, line nineteen, atter the word “ register,?? 
insert the words, “ or receiver of said land office.” 
Section one, at the end thereof, insert: 
Provided, That nothing in this section shall be so con- 


| strued as to embrace, or in any way include, any quarter 


section, or fractional quarter section, of land upon which 


| any preémption right has been acquired prior to the passage 
| of this act: nd provided further, That all entries made 


under the provisions of this section upon lands which have 
not been offered for public sale, shall be confined to and 
upon sections designated by odd numbers. 

Section seven, at the end thereof insert: 


on the date of the passage of this act, shall, upon the pay- 
mentto the proper authority of sixty-two and one halfcents 
per acre, if paid within two years from the passage of this 
act, be entitled to a patent from the Government, as now 
provided by the existing preémption laws. 
Strike out section eight. 
Section ten, line nine, after the word “time,” insert the 
words, “ afteran actual settlement of six months, and.” 
And that the Senate do agree to the same. 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 
SIMON CAMERON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate, 
SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
WILLIAM WINDOM, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I moveacon- 
currence in the report of the committee of confer- 
ence. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from Ten- 
nessee will permit it to lie over and be printed, 
and talce a vote on it when the Senate is full. It 
is a very important question; and we have hada 
great deal of discussion about it. Iam rather dis- 
posed, so far as 1 am concerned, to agree with the 
committee of conference; but I think we had bet- 
ter have a full vote on it. The Senate is not full; 


| 
| 
| 
Provided further, That all persons who are preémptors 


|| and I think the Senator will accomplish his object 
|| entirely by letting it be printed and lie over until 


to-morrow. 

Mr. LANE. Let him explain it. 

Mr. GWIN. Lhave no objection to that at all. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I think the bill 
is well understood; and it is growing late in the 
| session. There have been three committees of 
conference upon it; and I do not think the Senate 
will have any objection to what has been agreed 
upon. There are no material changes from the 
Senate bill. If the subject is not understood by 
the reading of the amendments, and if it is neces- 
sary to make any explanation, I will do it; but 
the bill has been before the Senate fora long time, 
and is well understood by both Houses; and I 
hope the Senator will not insist on the motion to 
postpone, and have it printed. 

Mr. LANE. We do not want it postponed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I moveacon- 
currence in the report. 


|| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Firzpar- 


rick inthe chair.) It is moved that the Senate 
concur in the report of the committee of confer- 
ence, 

Mr. WADE. We had better have the yeas 
and nays on that question. 
| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The inteers proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. PEARCE. I voted under a misapprehen- 
sion; and not knowing what the report of the 
committee is, I beg leave to change my vote. I 
vote *‘ nay.”’ 
| Theresult was then announced—yeas 36, nays 
2; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Brown, 





Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Davis, Doolittle, Fitch, Fitz- 
patrick, Foot, Foster, Green, Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, 
Johnson of Tennessee, King, Lane, Latham, Mallory, Nich- 
olson, Polk, Powell, Rice, Sebastian, Seward, Simmons, 
Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, Wilson, and Yulee 
—36. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bragg, and Pearce—2. 
A subsequent message announced thatthe House 
concurred in the report of the committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill (S. No. 416) to secure home- 
steads to actual settlers on the public domain, 
and for other purposes. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the following enrolled 
bills; which thereupon received the signature of 
the Vice President: 

An act (S. No. 100) for the relief of Samuel H. 
Taylor; and A 

| A bill (S. No. 206) for the relief of Emilie G. 
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| 
Jones, executrix of Thomas P. Jones, deceased, 
and Nancy M. Johnson, administratrix of Wal- | 
ter Kk. Johnson, deceased. 
POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. YULEE. I believe the Post Office defi; 
clency bill is now before the Senate. 5 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
subject now under consideration. The action of 
the House of Representatives will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Ix Tux House ov Rerresentatives, June 12, 1860. 

Resolved, That the House recede from their disagree 
ment to the amendment of the Senate tothe bill (UL. R. No. | 
£03) “* making further appropriations for the service of the | 
Post Office Departunent during the fiscal year ending June | 
30, 1860,” and agree lo the same, with the tollowing amend- | 
ment: 

Add to Senate amendment, on first page : 

Provided, The said service shall be periormed inthe same | 
time as was prescribed in the schedule time in the con- 
tract tor the service of the steamer Isabel; and the Post 
master General is hereby authorized and directed to pay 
for the actual service periormed by the said steamer Isabel, 
from Charleston to Havana, previous to the passage of this 
act, at the same rate of compensation as was provided in 
the contract for that service: nd provided further, ‘That 
the Postinaster General is hereby directed to restore the 
inland service on all the routes under contract on the 4th 
of March, 1859, uniess the same have expired by their own 
limitation, or where improved service over said routes has 
been furnished by railroads or otherwise; and where the 
service has been actually periormed by the contractor upon 
curtailed routes, notwithstanding such curtailinent, the 
Postmaster General shall pay the contractors as if no change 
had been ordered; but the Postmaster General shall not be 
required to restore the service on any of said routes beyond 
one daily mail each way, hor to interiere with any changes 
of service that may have been made without reduction of 
wice; nor to restore service on route No. 10615, from | 


_— a 


feoslio, Missouri, to Albuquerque, New Mexico; nor to || 


restore service on route No. 15050, from Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, via Santa ’e, New Mexico, to Stockton, Calitornia ; 
nor on any partot the route No. 8076, west of El Paso: Pro- 
vided further, That nothing herein contained shall debar 
the Postmaster General trom discontinuing er curtailing 
any of the routes hereby restored; nor shall the contractor 
or contractors upon said restored routes be paid any extra | 
allowance whatever in consequence of any new curtail 
ment or discontinuance: .4nd provided further, That no 
service hereby restored shall be put in operation unless by || 
the assent of the contractor or coutractors therefor: nd || 
peoeenes Seaver That the appropriation herein made shall |! 
¢ sO construed as to embrace those made by the joint res- 
olution * for the relief of the contractors of the Post Office 
Department,” approved March 28, 1850: sind provided fur- 
they, Teeat nothing herein contained shall be construed so | 
as to renew the mail service on the Cumberland river, 
above Clarksville, in the State of Tennessee. | 
Mr. YULEE. Since this bill was formerly be- 
fore the Senate, some change has occurred in the 
condition of the legislation relative to the Post | 
Office Department. We have passed the bill of 
appro wriation providing for the service of 1861. 
The Department is, therefore, provided for its 
future service, and there can be no difficulty in 
‘carrying on the ee of the Department so 
far as relates to all that is prospective. During 
the pendency of this bill, also, by the lapse of || 
time, we have reached near the close of the year 
1860, for which these appropriations provide. It || 
may be considered, therefore, that the appropri- | 
ations contained in this bill are for the payment 
of contractors who have already done service, | 
and to whom the Government stands indebted; it || 
is for past service, ‘The operations of the Depart- || 
ment cannot be embarrassed by the failure to || 
make these appropriations; but great injustice and || 
inconvenience may follow™o the creditors of the | 
Government for whom this bill provides. 
It provides for the payment of the clerks in the | 
offices; it provides for the compensation of post- || 
masters; it provides for the payment of contract- 
ors for transportation; it provides for contractors 
who have supplied mail bags; it provides for the | 
manufacturers of paper who have supplied wrap- 
ping-paper to the Department; it provides for the || 
payment of letter-carriers; it provides for the man- | 
ufacture of postage stamps and postage envel- 
Opes; it provides for the payment to Great Britain 
of two or three hundred thousand dollars due on 
the postages which we have collected. All these 
debts of the Government provided for in this bill 
are held in jeopardy—for what? By the attempt | 
of the House to ingraft on this bill a matter for- | 
eign to appropriation; not involving appropria- 
tion; a provision altogether inoperative in the bill 
in which itis; relating to a service about expired, 
and in no wise necessarily or even properly con- 
nected with the subject of this bill of appropria- 
tion, It is an attempt to coerce this body, and to | 
coerce the executive department, by appealing to | 
their regard for the good faith due the creditors | 
of the Government, and to force upon them a le- 


; matter. 
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gislation offensive to them, and which they believe 
to be utterly wrong, and, lam almost tempted to 
say, altogether flagitious. 

jut, Mr. President, desirous, if possible, to 
avoid an unpleasant disagreement upon this bill 


between the two Houses, 1 have concluded to | 
prepare, and to offer to the acceptance of the | 
Senate, a substitute for the proposition of the | 
Hlouse, which goes as far as | have found it pos- | 
| sible to induce myself to recommend the Senate 


to go, certainly to the very verge of what seems 
to me to be proper, and quite as far as it is possi- 
ble for me to go. 


With this explanation, [ submit what I pro- | 


pose as a substitute for the amendment of the 
House, premising that we might, if we were dis- 


| posed to be particular with the House, refuse | 
action upon the amendment they have sent here, | 


in the shape in which they have sent it; fowit is 
altogether irregular. They agree with us in 


striking out, and send us back, “as an amend- | 
ment to one other matter to which they agree, 


substantially the same thing to the striking out 
of which they had agreed. It is irregular as a 
parliamentary mode ot proceeding; but overlook- 
ing that, and meeting the case upon its substan- 
tial merit, | have prepared an amendment which 
1 hope will be acceptable to all sides of this Cham- 
ber, and which I offer as a substitute for the 


proposition from the House; one which I hope || 
they will find reason to accept, because it grants | 
| all which can be properly claimed from the Gov- 


ernment, or from this branch of the legislative 
department. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Iverson 
in the chair.) 
offered by the gentleman from Florida for the 
amendment of the House, which will be read. 


The Secretary read it, to strike out all of the |! 


amendment of the House after the word ‘ pro- 
vided,’’ in the first line, and to insert in lieu 
thereof: 


That the said service shall be performed in seven days 
for the round trip, and the Postmaster General is directed 
to investigate the claim of the owner of the steamer Isabel 
for services alleged to have been rendered by said steamer 


and the steamer Catawba in the transportation of the United | 


States mail between Charleston and Savannah and Havana 


| since the 30th of September, 1859; and if, from any testi- 


mony, it shall appear to him that said service, as stipulated 
for in the contract therefor, which expired on the said 30th 
ot September, 1859, was thereafter actually performed, then 
the Postmaster General shall allow compensation up to the 
date of this act for such service, for the time it was per- 


formed, at the same rate that was allowed under said con- 


tract; and the Postmaster General is hereby directed to 
reéxamine the causes for discontinuance or curtailment of 


the postal service on inland routes since the 4th day of | 
March, 1859; and to restore all such parts of the service as | 
ean be restored with due regard to the public interest and | 


the circumstances of each case, whether such discontinu- 
ance or curtailment Was upon contracts yet in foree, or has 
taken effect upon the making of new contracts; and where 
ever service has been actually performed by the contractor, 


upon any curtailed route, notwithstanding the order of cur- | 


tailment, the Postmaster General shall pay for the same asif 
nosuch order had been made, deducting from such payment 
any allowance received by the contractor on account of the 


| curtailment of service under his contract: Provided, how- 
ever, ‘That the Postmaster General shall be satisfied, from | 


the testimony before him, that the service for which com- 


| pensation is above provided was performed in good faith 


and in advancement of the public interests: 4nd provided 
further, ‘That no compensation shall be made for any such 
service performed after the Ist day of August next; and to 
enable the Postmaster General to carry this provision into 
effect, the sum of $300,000, or so much thereof as may be 


| necessary for the purpose, is hereby appropriated: Pro- | 


vided, however, That the restoration or increase of service 
hereby contemplated should be with the assent of the con- 
tractor in cach case, or in pursuance of the terms of his con- 
tract: Ind provided furthermore, also, That this appropri- 


ation shall be so construed to embrace the appropriations | 


made by the joint resolution ‘for the relief of contractors 


of the Post Office Department,” approved March 28, 1860. | 


Mr. HAMLIN. I want to saya word on this 


I confess, I have not been able to give 
that examination to the amendment which has 
been offered by the Senator from Florida that I 
should desire. He says to me that it embraces, 
in his judgment, all the substantial provisions for 


|| which I have contended in-the progress of the de- | 


bate upon this bill; but he stated another thing in 
which I think he was hardly accurate, certainly it 
was not my understanding. If 1 understood the 
Senator, he said that, in this amendment which 
the Hlouse had somewhat informally sent to us, 
they had reiterated substantially the provisions 
we had before. I think there isa very broad dis- 
tinction between this amendment, as sent to us 
from the House, and the proposition we had be- 
fore us us the first amendment of the House; and 


The question is on the substitute | 
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] will state what they are if | am ri 
I am. 
| The House and the Senate disagreed Originally 
|| upon this propositions that the Postmaster G,.. 
eral should restore the service, and if the old e * 
tractor would not take the service, then he s oe 
readvertise and relet it.- That was the | 
tion we had first. Now, sir, what is the pron 
sition of the House? It is simply that the Poo, 
| master General shall restore the service jf the old 
contractor will take it at the price he agreed 
take it for. If he will not do it, then this amend. 
|| ment does not oblige the Postmaster Genera) . 
readvertise, and receive proposals fora relettine. 
I think the distinetion is a very broad one, Tj. 
service was performed by certain contractors; and 
for good reasons, in the opinion of the Postmas. 
ter General, that service was diminished. Nov 
they said, in the first amendment, he shall resior. 
that service, and if the old contractors wil] no, 
take it at those prices, he shall readvertise, and 
relet it. This amendment is no such thing, lt 
simply provides that he shall restore it, if the 
old contractor will take it at the price he got in 
| the original contract, taking away that portioy 
of it which compelled him to have it if the coy. 
tractor would not resume his contract precisely 
where it was when his service was diminished. 
|| There is that difference. 
Then there was another objection raised here 
| in this body, and if I am not wrong in my reco. 
|| lection, it was an objection raised by the Senator 
from Florida himself. I am not certain about 
| that; but it was certainly raised; and it was an 
| objection which had its influence upon the minds 
of Senators. It was this: the law gave to the 
contractor one month’s pay where his service was 
i changed, and it was said, if you compel the Post- 
master General to restore all the service, and then 
\| he went to work again and immediately reduced 
|, it, even before this service was put in operation, 
still, under the letter of the law, the contractor 
| having been by law restored, and by the act of the 
| Postmaster General again diminished, he would 
come in and say, I want my month’s advance, 
It was an objection purely legal, purely technical; 
| but still it was the strict letter of the law. If we 
restored contracts by law—at the same time say- 
ing to the Postmaster General as we did, revise 
this subject, and if you find on these routes that 
we restore, and direct you again to put service 
_on them, a portion of them where, in your discre- 
tion, you think this service should not be con- 
tinued, dismiss them—we were told they would 
be entitled to that additional month’s pay. Now, 
sir, this amendment that comes to us from the 
House contains a provision that meets that very 
case, and it works no injustice to the contractors; 
because if you do restore them by law, and they 
might be technically allowed a month’s pay, they 
were not entitled to it because they performed no 
service. That objection is entirely removed; and 
the controversy, in my judgment, lies in a nut- 
shell. While i certainly, for one, give the Post- 
master General credit for integrity, and doing 
| precisely what I think I would have done myself 
|| if I had occupied the position; while I accord to 
| him good faith, good intentions; yet there are those 
of us here who believe that this indiscriminate 
reduction of service was not well advised. The 
sources of information, in other words, upon which 
| the Postmaster General relied for the curtailment 
| of the service were inaccurate, thus leading the 
Postmaster General into the errors which he com- 
| mitted, to wit: reducing certain service which he 
‘| never ought to have reduced. We are told here 
| now in this debate that the Postmaster General 
|| will, in all cases that are proper, restore the ser- 
|| vice. Now, then, thatbeing the declaration here, 
| 1 suppose, of the Postmaster General himself, 
made through his friends, it is a simple propos! 
tion of this kind: will you allow the Postmaster 
|, General to go to work and discriminate up, °F 
will you restore the service, and tell him to go (0 
work and discrifninate down? That is about the 
|| proposition really. I am in favor of restoring 
| the service, and then letting the Postmaster 
|| General exercise his discretionary power; and 
| have no doubt he will exercise it well. I am 
| in favor of that for the reason that I shall have 
more faith that he will execute that trust more 
| thoroughly. 
I have had occasion, very frequently, to ap- 
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ing increased service where it had been dimin- 
a. cases that I knew came within the rule; 
I have no doubt the Postmaster Gen- 
but still there is 


tain 
ish d; 5 
sases Where 


restore the service; 


eral will 


another ¢ 


lass of cases, not quite so clear and dis- | 
Soe 30 where the P aatar Glen. | 
tinct in their merit, W here the Postmaster Gen- | 





‘| might retain the service when he would not | 
en > 


ut it on if you left it in his diseretion whether he 


would put It on or not, 


{ think I was on one | 


wmmittee of conference, and, if I understood the | 
ce 


views of committee of conference on the part of 
this body, the House has sent us an amendment 
that would have been satisfactory to us at that 
time. I so understand it, and they having come 
to that point which would have been satisfactory 
to the Senate then, I think we had better take the 
House amendment, and thus settle the question 
entirely. Thatis my judgement. 
Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I hope the Sen- 
ate will agree to the amendment proposed by the 
; Florida. It is an approach toa 


Senator from ; 
compromise between the two Houses. I hope it 


will bring about a committee of conference, where | 


we can agree upon a bill. Iam perfectly satis- | 
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'down. You are continually complaining of ex- 
| travagance,and yet you want to haveall the mails || 


| penditures. 
| understand the details, I think, a great deal bet- 


| legislative directions upon this subject. 
| than all this it would be to let things stand as he 


fied that if the Senate agree to the proposition of |; 


the Senator from Florida, if the House do not 
agree to it, that in a committee of conference we 
can agree on such an amendment, and report to 
the two Houses, as will save the bill. Therefore, 
I hope this amendment will be adopted. Weare 
ata point where the two Houses can agree; and 
| think, if this amendment is adopted by the Sen- 
ate, if the House does not adopt it, we can have a 
committee of conference, where we can have an 
arreement of the two Houses, and pass the bill. 
I therefore hope that this amendment will be 
adopted. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, Iam but 


very little acquainted with the details of these Post 


Office bills, or with the Post Office. I have hardly | 


ever, in my life, taken any part in any debate 
upon any one of them. It seems to me that we 
are busying ourselves too much a great deal about 
matters that so few of us understand. ‘The Post 
Office Committee, | will hope, do understand it, 
for if they do not, I think there is very little chance 
of our legislating with any wisdom upon this sub- 
ject, judging of others by my own imperfect 
knowledge of the subject. Here we have this com- 
plexity and perplexity of that which is proposed 


to be stricken out, and that which is proposed to | 


be inserted, dragging its slow length along from 


proviso to proviso, and requiring proviso upon pro- | 


viso to understand and explain what the draughits- 
man means. We had better leave this matter a 
great deal to the Postmaster General. He ought 
to understand it, and does understand it; and itis 
our good fortune now, by the confession of every 


one to the right and to the left here, that we have | 


one who possesses the confidence of the Senate, 
and the confidence of the country for his integrity 
and capacity. We have some little chance of hav- 
ing this misealeulated and misregulated Depart- 


mentof the Government brought into some order, | 
and into some consistency, if we trustto him; but | 


every one of us seems disposed to take care of the | 
little routes, and the little interests in his particu- | 
lar neighborhood, and we are dragging north, | 


south, cast, and west, every one pulling his little | 


string, and setting up his little post office, which 
to him is all the world, and his neighborhood or 
his State. 


It would be infinitely better, therefore, if we 


have the confidence that we profess to have in the 
panes Postmaster General, to leave it to him. 
Should be glad if any honest man, and espe- 
cially to one distinguished for his integrity as well 


ship in respect to this Department, for one year at | 


least. 


If ever a body of men ought to be con- | 


vinced of their incapacity and incompetency for | 


this work, the Senate of the United States ought to | 


be convinced. We have undertaken to manage a 
department of the Government, and how are we 
succeeding? Why, the Postmaster General tells 
you that when he came into office he found these 


mail routes from here to California at a cost of || 


upwards of two million dollars. He has under- 
taken, under the pressure of the last year, to re- 
duce this service to the countr generally; and 
while we are complaining of the extravagance 
and expenditures of this Department daily, we 
are ourselves legislating to keep up post offices, 





the proper accommodation to the country, and 


| satisfied with that. 


| he wishes continued or established more than its 
| proper consequence. 


| to the amendment, and then I shall vote against 


} 
and to restore every post office which he put || 


i 





and all the mail routes continued, and additions 
made to them, while you complain that he does 
not also diminish the expenses of the Depart- 
ment. This is altogether unreasonable. I have || 
confidence myself in this Postmaster General. He || 
has power enough to restore any one that he 
thinks necessary, and which he was compelled 
by the necessities of the Department to put down 
last year. Let us leave him to that discretion. 
We want the labors and we want the cost of this || 
Department diminished. We want the service 
diminished. That is necessary to the diminution 
to any considerable extent, I suppose, of the ex- 
Let us leave this to him. He can 


. 


ter than we can, and can manage it better than 
we can, 

[am against any more legislative contracts or 
Better | 


left them, and let us call upon him for a general 
plan and scheme of a proper Department, giving || 


yet keeping the Department within our capacity | 
to maintain it without too greata charge upon the || 
“eee 
public. This would be my idea; but we are not 
That is confiding too much | 
to his discretion. It might not certainly accom- | 
Nish any object which one of us has in view. | 
Ve have very different objects and very diverse 
objects, each one attaching to the service which 


In the first place, I shall vote for the amendment 


that. I shall vote against all legislative contract- 
ing or directing of contracts upon this subject, 
and leave the Postmaster General to exercise his | 
proper discretion upon this subject, and hold him 
responsible for it. Lean trust him. I believe in 
his integrity, and 1 believe in his capacity. I 


| would much sooner trust him, who understands 


| the subject, than confide in myself, who do not || fectly willing to join the Senator from Kentucky 


{us had been curtailed because it was found to be 


| volved in the appropriation bill now before us is 


| duties to the English Government for several hun- 


g |, have supplied us, and to postmasters and clerks | 
as his intelligence, would give a sort of dictator- | 


| Kentucky has made. 


understand the subject. 

Mr. YULEE. My convictions respond en- 
tirely and fully to the remarks the Senator from 
j I think it would have been 
infinitely better for us if we could have brought 
the House to concur in the position which the 
Senate has heretofore taken upon this question, 
and stricken out all legislation upon this subject | 
which attempts to coerce the Department into a | 
restoration of the service which it has declared to 


unnecessary; but the amendment that I have of- 
fered to the proposition from the House is a con- 
cession which has been forced from us in the 
endeavor so far to yield to the pressing claims | 
and demands of the House, and, if possible, to 
enable the Government, by the passage of this 
appropriation bill, to discharge its4just obligations 
to the creditors of the Government who are pro- | 
vided for in this bill. | 
The Senator from Kentucky was not present, | 
I believe, when I stated that the real question in- | 


one of good faith to creditors. It is a bill that pro- || 
vides appropriations for the payment of past ser- 
vices for a fiscal year nearly exhausted, without 
which we must fail in pecuniary engagements and 


dred thousand dollars, and to the manufacturers 
of paper, of mail-bags, envelopes and stamps, who | 


| for compensation, and to mail contractors for the || 


transportation of the mails. All this must be laid 
over to another year, to their great injury, without | 
injuring the public service, for we have already 
provided appropriations for the next year, if this 
bill fails, and, from the persistent demands of the | 
House, we feared it might fail unless some con- || 
cessions were made. We have gone to the very | 
verge of what we thought we might properly do. || 
But we have done this thing, and I think the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky will concur in it: we have 
left to the discretion of the Departmentall that is 
to be done to restore what he thinks the public 
interests require to be restored, and no more; to 
pay for service done upon curtailed routes -- 
where, in his opinion, it was done in good faith 
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Se 





and for the public benefit. 


as 


It is all left to him; 


| and therein is the difference between the propo- 


sition of the House and that of the Senate, 
The Senator from Maine has thought I was 


mistaken when I said that the amendment sent to 
| @s from the House was substantially what the 


had heretofore all the while demanded. Undoubt- 
edly itisso. They peremptorily—and there is 
the point—restored all the discontinued or cur- 
tailed service, and placed it where it was in the 
beginning, on the 4th of March last. It is true 


| that the amendment now sent recognizes the 


power of the Department to discontinue again or 
to curtail again; but does the Senator suppose 
that any executive officer who had a due respect 
and regard for the legislative department of the 
Government, when he had communicated to that 
department the reasons of his action,and they had 
setaside those reasons as insufficient, and restored 
without inquiry all the service he had curtailed, 
would curtail or discontinue again for the same 
causes? Certainly not. The amendment, there- 


| fore, upon that point, stands substantially where 


it was before. It also peremptorily requires the 
Postmaster General to pay for service done upon 
all curtailed or discontinued routes, although that 


| service may have been done in direct violation 


and contempt of the orders of the Department, in 


| collusion with the postmasters. Iam right, there- 


fore, in saying that the amendment as it came 
from the House stands substantially where it did 
before. 

It is true, as the Senator from Kentucky has 
said, that it is an awkward, crude piece of legis- 
lation, dragging its slow length along, with pro- 
viso upon proviso, unintelligible to one who has 


| not threaded its mazes through all this session; 
| but it was because in the attempt, on the part of 


the House, to accommodate it to all interests, 
they were obliged to make proviso upon proviso 
to suit everybody’s case; and, in endeavoring to 
frame something that might be taken by the 


House as a substitute for their own legislation, 


we have been ob.iged to follow in their tortuous 
and devious ways. IL am sure I should be per- 


in an absolute and peremptory refusal to ingraft 


|| this foreign legislation upon an appropriation bill; 


but as it seemed to be the only opportunity by 
which we can obtain the passage of the appropri- 


| ation bill atall, Ll was willing to show to the coun- 


try that, on the part of this body, we were willing 
to go to the very verge of what we could persuade 
ourselves to be within any tolerable principle 
proper to govern our legislation, I shall be per- 


fectly willing that the substitute I offer shall be 
| . . ‘oe 
| rejected, as well as that of the House; but if we 


are to concede anything, I think it better to con- 
cede what I have proposed than what the House 
demands. 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, it occurs to me 
that the proposition of the committee covers, per- 
haps, a proper ground for adjustment. This has 
not been a case entirely free of difficulty from the 
beginning. ‘There was some reason for this dif- 
ference of opinion. For myself,sir, | never fora 
moment entertained the idea that Congress should 
attempt to exercise the diseretions which ey 
law vested in the Post Office Department. We 
have seen enough here, I think, to satisfy the 


| Senate and the country that Congress would ex- 


ercise those discretions most unfortunately. It 


| therefore never caused me a thought as to what 


was right, as to what we should do, in reference to 


' the amendment from the House, because it was, 


in fact, an arbitrary restoration of service which 


| the Postmaster General, in the exercise of what 


he doubtless regarded a sound discretion, had cut 
down. He had reduced service which he thought 
it his duty to reduce under all the circumstances. 


| The House of Representatives required that that 
|| service should be restored, and, as the proviso 


stood originally, there scemed to be no discretion. 
1 maintain there was no discretion left in the Post- 
master General. The proviso wasemphatic that 


| the service should be restored to what it was prior 


to the reduction. He could not hold that a res- 
toration for a day or a week or a month would 


| be meeting the demands of the law. This pro- 
| viso further provided that the restoration should 
be made except in cases where the contract had 


expired, making it clear that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral would be obliged to hold that the restoration 
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' This proposition from the commntee, 
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was to take effect, and to remain, until the several 
contracts had expired. : 


THE 


But, sir, | was not one of those who was dis- | 
posed emphatically and distinctly to signify to | 


the Post Office Department that that discretion had 


been exercised wisely in all cases, or that the cir™ 


cumstances which surrounded the Department 
had not constrained it to go a little too far. I 
thought it had gone too far in some cases, and I 
was quite anxious to impress upon the Depart- 
ment the necessity of restoration in man 
think, 


cases. | 


amounts substantially to an invitation to the De- | 


partment to look upon all such cases favorably; 
to review its former act, and whenever it may 
appear that the public interest requires it, the 


Department are invited to restore the service; but | 
we forbear to exercise the discretion which be- | 


longs to that Department, and Congress never 
should attempt todo that. That would bea most 
unfortunate precedent; and I agree with every 
word that the Senator from Kentucky has said on 
that point. I agree, too, that the present head of 
that Department is perhaps better fitted for this po- 
sition, for the exercise of this discretion, than any 
other man in the country. [am sure whilst he 
has often, repeatedly, rejected my views and my 
requests, I have the utmost confidence in his in- 
tegrity and his clear judgment; and I would not 
for a moment sanction a measure which could, by 
any possibility, be construed into a rebuke of his 
administration of that Department. 

Then, sir, L am satisfied with this proposition 
on another point; that is, so far as it relates to 
contractors who perform the service notwithstand- 
ing the notice from the Department that the ser- 
vice had been reduced. There are cases which 
should be looked upon favorably. Of course, we | 
cannot sanction the principle for a moment that 
the discretion of the Department shall be vested 
in contractors; that they shall go on, notwith- 
standing the order of reduction, and perform the 
service, and come here and demand pay; but, sir, 
the cireumstances were peculiar, and the notice 
from the Department peculiar; and therefore, I 
say, there is some merit in thatclaim. I know 
personally of at least one instance in which the 
contractor went on to perform the service, because 
the notice to him was based on the fact that Con- 
gress had failed to make the appropriation; the 
inference being, that if Congress had not so failed, 
and the Department were in possession of means, 
the reduction of service would not have occurred; 
and therefore the contractor felt that he had aright 
to go on, if he was willing to trust the Govern- 
ment, and perform the service, and reasonably 
expect pay. As | understand this proposition, 
such cases the Postmaster General may look upon | 
favorably. Where the notice was based upon the 
fact that the Department was wanting in means, 
because Congress had failed to appropriate, they 
might reasonably expect compensation under this 
provision. I say, therefore, that looking at all its 
points, | think it presents a fair basis of adjust- 


ment between the two branches of Congress, | 


and at the same time to meet the exigencies 
which our own failure at the last Congress pre- 
sented to the country; for we are, in fact, account- | 
able for at least some of the deficiencies in the 
mail service, of which we have heard so much 
complamt. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It seems to me that the 
Senator from Kentucky, and also the Senator from 
Florida, both lose sight of the circumstances un- 
der which this mail service has been contracted 
for. Now, sir, if it had been contracted in the | 
ordinary business of the Post Office Department 
the case would be very different. 1 have confi- 
dence in the integrity and ability of the Postmaster 
General; and I would be very far from control- 
ling his discretion to restore service which he had* 
curtailed in the ordinary discharge of his duties as 
the head of that Department; but this was an ex- | 
traordinary case. We failed to make the appro- 
priation to carry on the Post Office Department; 
and the Postmaster General found himself with 
this great Department upon his hands, and no | 
money to carry it on; and he did curtail, as has | 
been well suggested by the Senator from Penn- | 
sylvania, in many instances, wherever he could 
do so without too great a sacrifice of the public 
interests, because he had no money to pay. | 
should tike to vestore the service in ail those | 
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cases. I should like to have the service restored 
inevery case where the Postmaster General would 
not have curtailed it if the appropriation had been 
made, I would not restore it in a single case 
where he would have curtailed it if he had had 
the ordinary appropriations. That is what I 
would like to do. 

The Postmaster General, after having curtailed 
the service generally throughout the country, as 
he did, and having to do it immediately, without 
Ee sufficient investigation in many cases, 
vyecause there was an urgency pressing upon him, 
will hardly feel at liberty to go on and restore 
these routes. Therefore, [ think it is well that we 
should pass some provision upon this subject, 
and it seems to me we had better take the House 
wrovision, and that will end this thing. There 
ies been several committees of conference upon 
italready, and they have been unable to agree; 
and finally the House has submitted a proposi- 
tion, which I think is substantially very different 
from their first proposition, although the Senator 
from Florida thinks otherwise; and if we cannot 
get that, then I would take that proposed by the 
Senator from Florida. I think that we should 
certainly adopt the one or the other; but in my 
judgment, the better course, the shortest course, 
and the one that would do as ample justice as any 
other, is to adopt the House amendment, and 
close this subject of difficulty between the two 
bodies. As the Senator from Maine well said, the 
chief difference seems to be that in one, according 


| to the House amendment, the service is restored, 


and the Postmaster General then supervises it, 
and sees how much of it he would have discon- 
tinued if the ordinary appropriations had been 
made, and how much of it is really unnecessary ; 
and in the other case instead of restoring at all, 
he reinvestigates the matter, and restores such 
as he thinks, in his judgment, it is proper to 
have restored. You come to the same point at 
last. 


I will not take up time on this subject. Lam 


| happy to concur in what the Senator from Ken- 


tucky has said in regard to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. Lam glad that we have ahead of one of 
the Departments, who seems to possess the con- 
fidence of all sides. 


Mr. PEARCE. The Senator from Illinois has 


‘assumed that the Postmaster General discontin- 


ued and curtailed various routes, perhaps almost 
all on which he did order any discontinuance or 
curtailment, because of the failure of the bill last 
session making appropriations for the Post Office 
Department. He assumes that the failure of that 
bill was the cause of the discontinuance and cur- 
tailments 

Mr. TRUMBULL. A portion. 

Mr. PEARCE. Well, of a considerable por- 
tion, as Lunderstood him to say. Now, thatbeing 
so, 1 think he will have to change his course un- 
less he finds reason to change the opinion which 
he has justexpressed. He is entirely mistaken 
in the assumption that the Postmaster General 
was induced, by the failure of the appropriations, 
to discontinue and to reduce this mail service. 1 
have a letter from the Postmaster General ad- 
dressed to me, a few passages of which I propose 
to read, to show how and why it was that he 
made the discontinuances and the curtailments. 
He says: 





“In some of the correspondence hastily prepared by 
clerks, which has taken place between contractors and this 
Department, language may have been calculated to make 
the impression that the failure of the Post Office appropri- 
ation bill was the immediate cause of the curtailments of 
the mail service which have taken place. Such, however, 
was not the case. Not a single instance of curtailment 
has occurred of which, inthe sense referred to, such failure 
was the cause. ‘The defeat of that bill prompted to a thor- 
ough revision of the service, but it was the facts which 
this revision brought to light which led to its reduction. 
Had these facts been brought to the notice of the Depart- 
ment in any other way, the same result would have fol- 


lowed. If the failure of the appropriation bill had been the | 
cause, then the curtailment which followed would have | 
been universal, and no route would have escaped its oper- | 


ation. So far from this being the fact, each case was dis- 
posed of on its own merits, and upon the statistics of the 
service which it disclosed. The principle was general, and 
the only inquiry was, whether the receipts and expend- 
itures of the particular service presented such a disparity, 
or brought it within the operation of the rule? The 
complaint, therefore, of contractors, that the rejection of 
the appropriation bill inflicted upon them all the damages 
to their pecuniary interests which followed from the re- 
trenchments, is simply a complaint that, by its non-action, 


| Congress unwittingly placed in the hands of the Depart- 
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ment lights which have guarded it in the discharge of 
| public duty that arose out of the actual status of its 
| —a status which neither the success nor failure of the, 
| propriation bill could have in any manner modified or a 
| trolled.” _ 
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And he quotes a passage from one of the 
| liest letters written by himself, under the da 
| April 29,1859. This is the language: 
| In consequence of the failure of Congress to make a 
| propriations for the postal service, this Department in 

been induced to make searching scrutiny into the necessity 
|| of a large portion of its mail service, and the resy}t hay 
been its reduction to a considerable extent.” 

So that the failure of the appropriation bill, a 
the last session of Congress, may be called ont 
causans, but not the immediate cause of reduction 
This made it necessary to examine into the mail 
|| service by that Department, and that examing 
| tion disclosed the fact upon which it evideny| 
| became, as he thought, the duty of the Postmas. 

ter General to discontinue and curtail service 
various routes. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to ask the 
Senator from Maryland if he is not aware that jy 
| several instances where the curtailment was made 
'the Postmaster General has afterwards, after jt 

was made, restored it himself? 


| Mr. PEARCE. Undoubtedly; I know that, 
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| and it is perfectly consistent with all that I haye 
said. The Department had, ina very short time, 
| to examine into the service on over eightthousand 
| routes. It is not at all surprising, therefore, that, 
/ in regard to some of those routes, mistakes haye 
| been made. The head of the Department did not 
|| examine with his own hands and his own eyes, 
_ or did not turn over each record and examine jt 
for himself. He, of course, trusts all these de- 
tails of duty to his subordinates in the office, 
Some of them may have been careless. At a! 
|| events, reports were made to him which proved 
| to be incorrect; and in several such cases, to my 
knowledge, he has restored the service. 

| Now, sir, lentirely concur inthe remarks which 
| fell from the Senator from Kentucky, and which 
| were so well expressed. The amendment of the 
|, House is pro tanto an administration of the Post- 
Office Department; a function for which, I think, 
this body and the other House of Congress are 

| just as little qualified as it is possible to imagine 
| abody tobe Besides, I find that the House, in 
|, their amendment, have excepted from the routes 
| proposed to be restored two routes, from Neoshc 
|| to Albuquerque, and from Kansas City to Stock- 
|| ton, and a portion of another route. This makes 
|| it incumbent upon him, since the language is 
| peremptory, to restore other routes which are 
|| decidedly objectionable, routes which occasion 





great expense, and which produce very small re- 
turns; and not only routes overland towards the 
Pacific, but interior river routes, some of them 
costing large sums of money, and yielding re- 
ceipts too small to be specified. I do not know 
|| that the service which has been substituted for 
|, those routes will be called improved service over 
|| the same routes, since some of these river routes 
| have been replaced by railroads and other means 
|}onland. AsI construe the amendment of the 
|| House, these river routes must be restored; and 
they amount to several hundred thousand dollars. 
I do not think they ought to be restored. The 
| Postmaster General tells us that he thinks they 
| ought to be restored; and that they Were discon- 
|| tinued not because Congress failed to make the 
appropriation at the last Congress, but because 
that failure made him scrutinize the service, and 
disclosed to him the fact that this service was not 
such as was proper and beneficial to the public 
|| interest. But it must be restored, if you adopt 
the amendment of the House. It asia looks to 
| me like puerility to restore routes which the Post- 
| master General, in another clause of the amend- 
ment, is authorized to continue or curtail at 
once. 
You undertake, also, if he does restore this set- 
vice, that he may put it down without the con- 
| tractor being authorized to call for the usual allow- 
/ance. Ido not know whether that is competent 
for you to do; and if parties are acting under a 
contract, | doubt whether it is. All contracts 
but one or two stipulate that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral may discontinue or curtail service, or suspend 
|| service, upon giving one month’s allowance to the 
‘contractor. That being the contract, 1 do not 
|| know that anything you can put into this bill will 
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ftom Florida is to protect the Treasury from the 
S SErVieg rele ‘ection to it master General has made this retrenchment in || burdens to be thrown upon it, by restoring all that 
t the ap. js another objecto sire th emptory provis- || some cases because he thought old offices and ser- |} service which has been curtailed under the ad- 
d OF cog. Then, sit, Ido not . 2 Sonik sauna the |} vices might be dispensed with, and inother cases, || ministration of the present Postmaster General. 
jon that those ere de fthe Department, || where he thought it was useful, he was still com- || Jt would surely be a thankless task to impose on 
the ear. mail notwithstanding the telnet the cmndmen velled by necessity to put down the service He | dim, to reduce the service all over the country, 
ate of shali be paid. ‘The spe ange oe ida is qualified loans where he acted from the one motive, and || affecting every village and hamlet, and exposing 
offered by the Genenee es cand ten not || where from the other; not we;and he alone iscom- || him to all the criticism which the inconvenience 
make a and is greatly So i will tel give my petent to decide it. Well, sir, | want to put him || thrown on every neighborhood would bring, and 
i has willing to give mY aati b which the contract- to act on his discretion and his responsibility in || then to reward him by this, which is an absolute 
sult he consent, to ae naar ys set the Department at defi- || reéstablishing service. Gentlemen wantto restore || vote of censure. First, we withhold from him 
. ors are Se if the Postmaster General shall || all by the power of legislation, and then to put || the means which would enable him to carry out 
bill, at _ _— vs Si ellen and ‘curtail service, || him upon his responsibility to cut down. I || the postal arrangements: of the oe 
| case = Sa on as heretofore and defy him, and || am satisfied with what he has done. I mean | upon him the responsibility of maintaining t : 
luction oa go to Congress and getour money.’’ || to encourage that as far as I can by my vote || public service without the ordinary nae 
- mail a is the example which you propose to set b and my voice; but to say to him, at the same when he has done it in a manner which all ac — 
‘amina. That ts > idment of the House; and if the eae || time, where you have been obliged to put down | to be skillful and just, then to reward, as I sai 
idently this en oa Senator ftom Fiorida contained that |} useful and necessary routes trom the neces- | before, with a vote of censure, for it amounts to 
stmas. ment ote in the same words, | could not give it | ‘sity of the case, and the want of means, you || very little else. If it be anything different from 
vice 9 sneer ‘ven if the failure of the bi!l were to || have the power to restore them; and I would || this, then itisa purpose to squander the money 
" ao pas 1 should deplore that very much || leave him to act on his responsibility. Retrench- || of the Treasury. If it be not a vote of censure; 
aSk the ae eT ad be a breach of public faith. || ment and curtailment generally are necessary. | if you do approve the reduction which he has 
that in 2 soap ats have performed their duty effi- || I would leave him to that course, and ae | made, and yet order him to restore the service in 
: made Theat : ad faithfully and they ought to be paid. |} when I understand that, by the House amend- |) orderthat he may discontinue it within one month, 
after it ciently an ani the t the bill shall pass, and I || ment, he is not only to restore, but he is to pay || it is the most absolute squandering of the public 
ai beak 3 Sane with the sanehilinsenived' the contractors who have carried the mails on routes |! money which I have ever known Congress to 
V that be ee Florida; but [ will never give my || which he discontinued—patriotic contractors, to make. On one horn of the dilemma or the other 
I have pense for one, to the amendment of the House, |} be sure, who, because of the necessity of the you are competed to hang. You are either cen- 
t time, rich is objectionable in the respects I have stated. ||} Government, and taking pity on the poor people, || suring the FE ostmaster General, or voting to = 
usand = ; dd ‘that new curtailments being meditated || have undertaken to carry the mail against the |) pend money without any object connected with 
», that dee ate ‘ tment the contractors have already || orders of their superior; and they are to be paid || the service. You cannot get rid of that. 
2 hows in the : ee r dis osition to disregard the orders || for their contumacy. Whatdo you suppose was || T he Senator from Florida proposes to leave this 
lid not — aiead Gael under the belief that || the motive? The contract was a profitable one. |; service to be arranged by restoring such routes 
1 eyes . vorlbsiagne:- goss: = them in their disregard of || They expected to have Congress overrule the |; as the necessity of the postal arrangement may 
nine it eee cstesiehenetiabeithMaanet of the legal power of || Postmaster General, and to make payments to || require, and thus to eke out the appropriations 
se de- ee am of the Department. z | them, whether the Postmaster General would || which we make, so as to answer all the ends of 
office. oh CRITTENDEN. I desire to say another || or not. ; I think it will be very unwise and im- |; the ee to answer all the _— —— 
At all ord on this subject, and then to retire from it. || proper in us to take sides with such contractors || municating | wit l eve ry — of the oe 
roved Th rdiy ever have occupied the attention of the || against the interest of the Department and of the || States. It is well known that the service had ex 
to my : it, e»stion of this sort, or upon a | country; to take sides with them to overthrow the panded under applications until it had become en- 
bill of Secale That the postal suuliien is || policy of the Postmaster General. In those cases || tirely too cumbrous. It therefore became, per- 
which i eaiaaiee tak the public interests require, || | venture to say that they ee the — mae a fortunate ea that wera ar mand 
whic! aii aaa: tilin ble ‘ 8 i ill, 1 |} vice because their routes maintained themselves || the appropriation bill last year create e ne- 
of the = aang od ee ee aa | by the number of passengers to be carried, and || cessity for economy, and gave the Postmaster 
. Post. Seer Se aaatiehie ‘lee this should be the case, | the business was profitable to the coutracturs. |; General, not an excuse, but a reason for reducing 
think a rik re in the hands of an inexorable sort of || Besides, it gave them the show and appearance || the service where it was unnecessary. 
S$ are ae aie surrounded with temptations on almost || of disinterested public service that was to = {| : M eee Itisa ames. | ee 
lagine all sides that are calculated constantly to enlarge || ommend them hereafter Self-interest was at the [= When he P nash : wc seduced thin 
use, in . Members of Congress seek to satisfy theircon- || bottom of it all; no doubt of that. They had no | eral. Whent re | ootmns er ol reduced this 
cue sits by going new pot oes ei | ht tu cot toary the mal when te Pon | serie know, an he dah he ot oly ei 
eoshe rhanne 1 ic infor i tiplie master General had discontinued it; ¢ gives perne ; ee 5 
Stock- Sie S aoat avcamea There isa |} them no claim whatever, just, legal, or moral, on || my possession, that he was compelled to do so 
makes oeane euuee of contractors, who want con- || the Department for payment; and that this enact- || because we did not give him an re to 
ise 18 ee There is a great force pressing continually || ment is to contribute to secure payment to them, || keep up the service. There was, there or a 
h are upon this Department Everything presses upon || is an additional motive with me 0 resisting cn oe a ares — Lag ege. ee = 
“ASlO a Mlil Ceeeeieientes  We is the con- | ouse amendment. 1 beg pardon, sir, for the || mind, an 0 hot blame him for w = ’ 
all ae oe drive = eo ees — sted ce | — I have occupied, and | Chall take no more || but when we remove the cause that superinduced 
1s the sant bende hen ao pea dihaediientaiames '| time on this subject. | the r@uction, I want to remove the reduction; 
them ston ic apart, ack toe best managed sys- || Mr. GREEN. I move to postpone the a \| = om every —— — aca - — 
; ; 7 e } > od - so - | Ty > ~ ' . . . . . é s » sa i 
1g Te- tem would occasionally require the hand of strong || bill and amendments, for the purpose of taking | ome oO ater? cree & flees it dak nies ine 
cnow enchme y rer be , | up the bill for the relief of Hockaday & Liggitt. | compelled to reduce because you did not give t 
a for aon ee cae seca eae \| 1 think that bill is just. ‘This is sure to pass; it || an appropriation.’”? Congress meets; Congress 
align age da ated ee H i blic bill. The other is a private bill The || makes an appropriation; Congress removes the 
> over this Department, from being a subordinate one, as | Is a pu lic bill. ‘The o ner 18 a private | ee eee acne madiintiote iiemihenne 
‘outes itregards the expenses of the Government, has || Senate is very thin, and we can se Poe — a es _ oe ae = rt sO 
eans come one incipal charge y se > || now much better than we can a public bill. ne || the reduction to be remo — en, ate 
f the —— Pore orate tines cen teatinndan. affecting the whole country, I think we all ought | Now what is the difference in the two cases? 
; and lars aaa ir uiishavennteneedatahiialeed Abaner || to be here to vote upon. The Senator from Ken- The difference is just this: if he has a full, pleth- 
lars. fram fourteen e twenty million dollars a year. || tucky has said much that I can agree to,and much | oric Treasury, he judges of the reduction from 
The Why sir, it is becoming utterly oppressive. It | that [ dissent from; but here is a poor man who || the wants of the public; if he has no ee 
they is shocking to think of. “It looks like swallowing } has —_ ee a “ — | apart 2 . cee ama = a 
scon- » Gove > i 2 are , ing, || for relief, and | should like to have him heard; |} lic rests do require it, use ompeiles 
e the WP te ce | and if, when the Senate hear him, they do not pass || todo so.” ‘I here is a necessity, there is a coer- 
cause de uty acilinaiaene or more especially contract- | his bill,as the House have done, I am content to || cion. 1 say that justice to the Postmaster — 
, and a ft seems as if we were becoming a Govern- bear the loss. His claim is fair and —, \| = 7 us to — yeh aw ma <a 
S iis : ee . aeif the | i is bill is so important that we ought to || then leave him, under the law, Wh as 
lie meat of contractors one we Sia ges. ot a | ee for it ‘vhile we may pass upon | he thinks the public interests require. ‘That is 
4 : world was made only to practice postal Depart lave a : 10 eine csetata: Chaies Senate my view of the subject. 
ao} > » sa. . rere rivate b ve 4 e ° 2 : ¥ ° ° . . 
ite ean cowed edhe -ptlhaoh Aga To | i Mr. YULEE. 1 hope we may be allowed to | ‘But be nes — ene <a ” 
r : a is 1 : a > |i thi ‘ ; ‘ ce ing the Post- 
Post- Sir, lam in favor of retrenchment and of cur- | proceed with this bill. ‘The bill proposed by the | think t lat vy this —_ = . . A a what om 
end- tailment. I believe there is not a Senator here || Senator from Missouri cannot be possibly acted | master eee tist ne urth s = oo 
il at who does not intend the same thing. Yet, when || nS Pe tet — hour of the day. | = age etme = oe 
C : = . VIN. : al. s p ; 
‘= ol ee - ae Sees See | Mr. YULEE. eee it will take more time General done wrong? I make no complaint of 
oon pec len € on allel han b ‘he actual | than we shall sit to-night to read the reports, ma- him; but I say this—and I am willing to take 
F et pr pesgennan deka thee game Il sone inority he Postmaster General and submit it to him—if 
llow- want of means—we no sooner meet, we are no || jority and minority. | the Postmas ; : pi ag or 
etent Sooner called upon to provide fifteen or twenty || The motion to postpone was not agreed to; | you had had an a lequate oa oe 
ler a million dollars for this Department, than the very || there being, ona division—ayes 9, noes 25. up the postal service, wou ae c To that mss 
racts first act is to direct all that had been curtailed to || The PRESIDING OFFICER, a a a | — = - = er ae ane 
Gen- be restored. hat cannot be right. You leave || in the chair.) The question is on the adoption || Postmaster eneral, Mr. Ho pn aneeara 
pend the Temas ieeoeat: to be en the discretion- || of the substitute offered by the Senator from Flor- | no, he was oe re yen het oe 
o the ary power which h nerally possesses in rela- || ida in place of the House amendment. | fault, not by his fault; foreed to d y ae 
» not 7 a eae YI hi | Mr. DAVIS calicd for the yeas and nays; and || of Congress, because Congress did not make the 
tion to these subjects, and you allow him to put || Mr. DAVIS calle y ; genes 9 iat ir parapet 
twill down these very routes which you now direct him } they were ordered. appropriation; a 


to put up; to discontinue the very offices and con- || 


Mr. DAVIS. The proposition of the Senator 


my shoulders, and the shoulders of other mem- 











3164 


Ss ' cia Radiat Lobel rer a Ss eal oat sont . : 
bers of Congress, the responsibility that rests || it;’’ but there were many reductions which he || the appropriation bill is assigned as the 


upon us justiy, and put it upon the Postmaster 
General, because he was compelled to reduce the 
service. I say that the Postmaster General did 
right. He may have made mistakes in individual 


* 
cases, but his aggregate action was right. What, 


however, was the motive which impelled to that 
action? 


up the routes. Now, when we give the money, 
and remove the cause that impelled him to act, 
ought we not to put back the service exactly as 
it was before, and then leave him to act under 
the laws of 1825 and 1836, and Ict him reduce 
and scale it down exactly as he thinks is right? 
Mr. LANE. Either the Senator from Missouri 
or myself is mistaken about this matter, and I 
desire to invite his attention to the facts. I was 
of the impression that the Postmaster General 
was induced, by reason of the failure of Congress 
to make an appropriation, to reduce the service; 
but, from the communication just now read by the 
Senator from Maryland from the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, | find that I was mistaken in that; that that 
was not the case. He said in that communica- 
tion, if | heard it read aright, that it was not in 
consequence of the failure of Congress to make 
an appropriation that he reduced te service, but 
beeause he found the service beyond the means 
of the Department—a service that was not neces- 
sary for the public good. If that is so, if I am 
correct in my understanding of the letter which 
was read by the Senator from Maryland, then it 


The motive was, that Congress did not | 
do its duty—did not give him the money to keep | 


THE CONGRESSION 


| desired to make; many routes which he thought 


j 


ought to be discontinued anyhow; and that, | 


| think, is the distinction between the impression 
| created on the mind of the Senator from Missouri 


and that on the mind of the Senator from Florida. 
The route to which the Senator from Missouri 
refers, [ take it forgranted, was one thatthe Post- 


master General desired to continue; and he only | 


discontinued it because he was compelled to do 


| so; but that was not the universal case. 


is very clear that the Senator from Missouri is | 


mistaken. If I had not heard that letter, | should 


son that I supposed it was reduced because Con- 
gress had failed to make an appropriation; but 
that not being the case, I cannot vote to order the 
service to be restored. 

Mr. GREEN. While that letter may be cor- 


rect, | have a letter in my possession exactly the | 
opposite, in which the Postmaster General ex- | 


pressly said he reduced the service because Con- 
gress did not make an appropriation. Now, l 


want the Postmaster General to be consistent with || 


himself. I have spared him as far as I can spare 
him, and as far as [| will spare him. There isa 
mublic necessity to be subserved, superior to the 
Dacia r General and all his kin or interest, 
and 1 will stand by the public interest instead of 
that. He has said to me that he cut down the ser- 
vice because of the want of the appropriation. I 
have it in letters written out and signed with his 


own name; and if he writes otherwise to the Sen- | 


ate and to the Hlouse of Representatives, | am not 
responsible for that. 

Mr. YULEE. Does the Senator mean@®& say 
he has such a letter written by the Postmaster 
General? 

Mr. GREEN. Signed by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, whether written by him or not. 

Mr. YULEE. 1 said his clerks had written 
such letters, but they were mistaken. 

Mr. GREEN. Siened by him. 

Mr. YULEE. 
ters that he does not write. 

Mr. GREEN. He told me himself, in person, 


Very well; he signs many let- | 


Mr. GREEN, That just exactly illustrates my 


position. When he made this discontinuance, he | 


was under coercion. 

Mr. DAVIS. In some cases. 

Mr. GREEN. In all of them. 
coercion; he was under compulsion; and there- 
fore he did not exercise his judgment as you and 
1,and as he would under other circumstances. 
You may place yourself undera force of circum- 
stances, secing that you had no means to keep up 
the postal service, and you would cut it down to 
the lowest possible limit, so as to keep up the 


| most important routes, and let the others die; not 


| were compelled to do it. 


because you did not deem the others important or 
necessary to the public interest, but because you 
Place you under other 
circumstances, give you a replenished Treasury, 


| by which you had abundant means to keep the 
service up,and you would not cutitdown. Now, 
I say, in the exercise of this discretion of the | 





/ master General was compelled, under this force | 
| of circumstances, to curtail the service; and if I | 


Postmaster General, leave him with a replenished 
Treasury. Then no compulsion operates on him; 


no coercion operates on him; he is left, asan hon- | 
| orable officer of the Government, to do not what 
have voted for restoring this service, for the rea- || 


necessity compels, but what judgment dictates. 
That is the difference. 
restore every single office and route that has been 


discontinued; and I shall vote to restore the whole | 
service, without let or hinderance; but I shall con- | 
cede to the Postmaster General the right which | 


he has under the laws of 1825 and 1826, but no 
further, to abate, to lessen, to curtail, or to stop 
the service onany route. But, sir, I will vote to 
restore it,and,in voting to restore it, I do not vote 
to censure the Postmaster General. The Senator 
from Mississippi is entirely mistaken. The Post- 


He was un der | 


I therefore shall vote to | 


AL GLOBE. 


| understand from the Postmaster General 
| such letters had been written by his cle 
| | suppose signed by him; though, if the 








June 19, 


cause of 
rvice, 

hatsome 
rks, and 


: 'y Mf they had, | 
am not certain and do not mention it as a fae; 


They were inadvertently written. The cause w 

assigned, not in the language and according to the 
fact as the Postmaster intended it to be, bat it 
was put in their own language by the clerks 
Every one knows that the Postmaster Generaj 
does not write all the letters curtailing seryice io 
two thousand routes. He himself writes yer 

few of them. As a general thing, this dut ig 
performed by the clerks who were directed gener. 
ally to notify contractors that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral had determined on the discontinuance of eer. 
tain service, and they put in that this was thp 
result of the failure of Congress to make the ap. 


the reduction or discontinuance of the se 


propriations demanded by the public necessity 


Phat language was not employed, and not just- 


ified by the language used 1n letters written by 


himself. I read to the Senate his letter in which 
he gives an extract from one of the earliest letters 
which he wrote. It will be recollected that the 
present Postmaster General came into this De. 


|| partment after the failure of the appropriation 


had been in his place, or if the Senator from Mis- | 


— had been in the same place, no doubt he | 


would have done the same thing, and | might have 
done the same; but when we give him the means 


| to keep up the service, | would restore the service, 


| and then the question would be, ‘* what route is 


required; what service is required ?’’ not * what 


| route am Lable to keep up; what service am I 


able to keep up ?”’ 


| ber, that in the one case the Postmaster General 


was compelled to say, ** what route dare I dis- | 


| continue; what route dare [ curtail ?’’ If we give 


that he was forced to lo it, because Congress did | 


not give the appropriation. That is truc, and I 


should like to know if anybody will call it in | 


question. [I know that in the heyday of pros- 
perity routes are established where perhaps they 


ought not to be established, and there is an ex- || 


traordinary degree of service that may not be re- 
quired by the public duties; and I know that the 
Postmaster General ought to have the power to 
@urtail it when the facts are brought beéore him; 
but whea the Postmaster General says, ‘I have 
curtailed because Congress did not give me an 
appropriation,” Congress comes, and says, “I 
give you the appropriation; restore it as it was;’’ 


and then says to the Postmaster General, ** exer- | 


cise your power under the law of 1825 and 1836, 
and curtail; and hold yourself responsible to Con- 
gress and the public for the manner in which you 
exercise your discretion.’’ I think that is right. 

Mr. DAVIS. I wish to prevent a misaprehen- 
sion which seems to be growing up between the 
Senators, and which seems to me of very easy 
explanation. In a particular case, the Postmas- 


ter General no doubt would say, ** this is a route | 


which I would not have discontinued, had it not 


been that Congress did not give me the means for | 


| 
‘ 


him abundant means to i out what we require 
of him, and we do ourduty, 


route can I with propriety lessen the service 


upon?’? There is the difference. 


1e would say, ** what | 
route can I with propriety discontinue; what | 


There is a vast difference be- | 
tween the two questions. I beg you, sir, to remem- | 


Now, sir, I say restore the whole service—put | 
it back as it was. It was not the fault of the Post- | 


master General; it was the fault of Congress. 


If | 


we had made our appropriation, this question | 


never would have arisen. 
appropriation. 


We did not make the | 
The Postmaster General, there- | 


fore, was forced, as he says in his letters to me, | 
to curtail the service. He having been thus forced | 


to curtail the service, when we remove the cause 
that thus forced him, put it back exactly where it 
was before that force was applied, and then, I 


say, I will never quarrel with, or complain of, the | 
Postmaster General, for I have the utmost confi- | 
dence in his integrity, in his knowledge, and in| 
his general intelligence with regard to the postal | 


wants of the country. There is no man in whom 
I have more confidence than I have in the Post- 
master General; but 


General was put, and [ would have done what he 


yut me as the Postmaster | 


did; and yet, when Congress comes to act, and | 
removes the pressure that was upon him, [ would | 
do as I now want him to do, put it all back, and | 


scale it down just as he thinks the public wants, 
and the public necessity require. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mc. President, it may very 
well be that the Senator has precisely such a letter 
as he has described, one in which the failure of 


{ 





| bill at the lastsession. The then Postmaster Gep- 


eral died justat the close of the last session, The 
present Postmaster General succeeded him, and 
when he came in all, these responsibilities and 
difficulties were at once thrown upon him. He 
says himself that this forced him to scrutinize 
closely all the service, and to see where, without 
great disregard of the public interests, he could 
make a reduction. The failure of the Post Office 
bill, therefore, was no otherwise the cause of these 
reductions than as it caused that scrutiny which 
it was his duty to make. Under those circum- 
stances, I do not see any discrepancy at all in the 
statement made by the Postmaster General in his 
letter to me, and those made in that letter which 
the Senator says is signed by him. The Senate 
will easily see that the explanation is abundantly 
ample to relieve the Postmaster General from the 
slightest want of veracity. 

Mr. YULEE. I have a single word only to 
say on this subject. It is evident, from the con- 
cluding remarks of the Senator from Missouri, 
that he entertains, as he has expressed, confidence 
in the integrity of the Postmaster General, as well 
as in his competency to manage his Department. 
I fake it for granted, therefore, that the apparent 
issue which the Senator presented in the early 
vart of his remarks, with the letter which had 
weet presented by the Senator from Maryland, 
must rest upon a misapprehension. I am confi- 
dent that the Senator from Missouri is mistaken, 
when he says that the Postmaster General, under 
his own signature, has communicated to him, as 
the reason for curtailment, the failure of the appro- 
priation bill. There must be a mistake either on 
the side of the Postmaster General or of the Sen- 
ator; and to show that the Senator is in error, it 
is sufficient only to read the first paragraph of 
the letter which the Senator from Maryland re- 
ceived from the Postmaster General, and which 
he read from his seat this evening. It is answer 
enough to the Senator from Missouri. He says: 

“In some of the correspondence, hastily prepared by 
clerks, which has taken place between contractors and this 
Department, language may have been used calculated to 
make the impression that the failure of the Post Office ap- 
propriation bill was the immediate cause of the curtail- 
ments of the mail service which have taken place. Such, 
however, was not the case. Nut a single instance of cur 
tailment has occurred, of which, in the sense referred W, 
such failure was the cause.” 


He gives us, in a subsequent part of the letter, 
a quotation, an extract from one of the letters 
which he wrote himself,in which—if the Senator 
from Missouri will look at it—he will see that he 
rests the ground of his action precisely upon the 
same basis which he now states to have been the 
ground of his action in all cases. : 

Mr. GREEN. Allow me to correct the Sen- 
ator. 

Mr. YULEE. Certainly. : 

Mr. GREEN. I cannot stop to inquire into the 
chirography of any man. When a letter purports 
to be written by the Postmaster General, and 1s 
signed by him, I take it for granted that 1! was 
written by him; and if a clerk wrote it and he 
signed it, [ am not going to quarrel about that. 
He is responsible for all he sigus. 
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“Mr. YULEE. Certainly; but I supposed the 
Genator to be mistaken, because I know that ac- 
“yrding to the practice of the Department these 
oan rs were all signed by the Second Assistant 
nonmneatat General, Mr. Dundas. 1 have seen 
them, one after another, signed by him, according 
to the practice of the Department. 

Mr. GREEN. I have such a letter. 

Mr. RICE. Mr. President, I do not see what 
the discussion of the fact whether certain letters 
were written by the Postmaster General or by his 
clerks has to do with the matter before the Sen- 
ate. We have got here the facts; and these are 
sufficient, I think, to convince every one who will 
examine them that the Postmaster General was 
actuated by no other motive than that of promot- 
ing the general interests of theGovernment. By 
the table now before me, it is shown that on the 
ath day of June, 1857, the cost of transporting 
the mails and of route agents, &c., amounted to 
¢7,096,650. Now, is it possible thatany one here 
present is not aware that about that period a great 
financial crisis occurred in this country, by which 
trade and commerce and all our manufacturing 
interests were stricken down at one fell blow? Is 


— 


there a Senator present who does not know that | 


about that time the receipts of the Department 
fell greatly below what they had been previously, 


and that they continued to fall for upwards of | 
a half, and that only within the | 


two years an 
last few months, when trade and commerce and 


mantactures were again beginning to spring into | 


life, have the receipts of the Department shown 
an increase? While the receipts had fallen off to 
such an enormous extent, while all the business 


of the country was paralyzed, what do the fig- | 
ures show the workings of the Department to have | 
been? On the 30th day of June, 1858, the ex- | 


7 
| 
| 
' 











penditures for transportation, &c., had increased | 


to $8,159,788—over a million.dollars beyond the | 


cost of the preceding year. A business man, 
taking the matter into calculation as a business 
matter alone, would have decreased the expenses 
of the Department instead of increasing them. 
But what was the result for the next year, ending 
the 30th of June, 1859? The expenses of the 
Department ran up to $9,979,728; when, if the 


necessities of the country, according to trade and | 


commerce and manufactures had been taken into 


consideration, they would have been reduced from | 


the expenses of 1857—from $7,000,000 to at least 
$5,000,000. What was left for the present Post- 


master General, who came inte office about the | 


middle of March, 1859; what could he have done, 
as a faithful officer of the Government, but to 
reduce the service to meet the exigencies that had 
arisen in consequence of the great financial de- 


pression throughout the country? In my humble | 


opinion, he did not reduce the service sufficiently. 
Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator allow me to 
interrupt him for a moment? 

Mr. RICE. Certainly. 

Mr. GREEN. 
— General, dated May 5, 1860. In that letter 
1e says = 
; ~ To whom was it ad- 
ressed: 

Mr.GREEN. To Hon. D.L. Yuues, chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
toads, United States Senate. I suppose you all! 





know him. In that letter the Postmaster General | 


says: 


“On the failure of Congress at the last session to provide 
the usual and necessary appropriations for the service of 


the Department, I felt myself compelled to review the ex- | 
isting mail service of the country and the revenue derived | 
from postage, and to make such reduction as the public | 


convenience would admit of.’ 


_It depended upon the failure of the appropria- 
ons, as he says in his own letter. 

Mr. YULEE. That was the cause of his re- 
Viewing it, 

Mr. RICE. ~ That is the very point which I 
say has got nothing to do with the question be- 
fore the Senate. Had the present Postmaster 
General continued to increase the cost of transport- 
ing the mails to the present time at the rate it had 
»een increased for the last two years previously, 
these expenses would now amount to some eleven 
and a half million dollars; and if they had gone 
on in that ratio for ten years, the entire revenue 
of the Government would not have supported the 
postal service of this country. 

Must there not be a stop put to this somewhere? 





I read from a letter of the Post- | 








If we go on, if we attempt to take the manage- | 
ment of the Department into our own hands, if | 


Representatives, what will the result be? Carry 
it on a few years, and the Department breaks itself 
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' 


down, and the country must necessarily be left |) 


without any service at all. I believe that the in- 
terests of the country require us to leave this 


entire matter with the Postmaster General so long || . 
|, four to make a quorum. 


as his attention is directed to retrenchment and 


reform; and I do not think that a case can arise || 


here where it would be necessary for the Con- 
gress of the United States to take this subject in 


master General who believes, and acts on the be- 
lief, that through the postal service he is going to 
civilize all the nations of the earth, and he should 
run this Government so deeply in debt that we 
could not pay the expenses. I think, then, it 
would be time to take the matter into considera- 
tion. 


Mr. PEARCE. 


' 
hand, unless we should happen to have a Post- 


ast nine o’clock; we have had a long and ex- 
Rometing session; and I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. [*‘* Oh, no!’’] 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


upon which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 
The Secretary will call the roll. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BINGHAM, when his name was called, 
said: On this question I have paired off with the 
Senator from Louisiana, (Mr. Supe. ] 

Mr. YULEE. 
rupting the call, but certainly there was a call for 
a d 
for a division myself. There was a misunder- 
standing about it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair paused 
after announcing the result of the vote, and then 
directed the Secretary to call the roll on the 
amendment of the Senator from Florida. The 


Senate is now voting on the amendment of the | 


Senator from Florida, and no question can now 
be raised. The Secretary will proceed with the 
calling of the roll. 

Mr. BIGLER. There being no quorum, I move 
an adjournment. 

Several SENATORs. 
roll is called. 

The Secretary proceeded, and concluded the 
call of the roll. 

Mr. YULEE. 


vote of a quorum. 


I understand that we lack one 
My colleague is present, and 


makes a quorum; but, being paired off with the || 
Senator from New Hampshire, cannot vote. His || 


presence, however, makes a quorum. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Itis no excuse for either | 
of the gentlemen that they have paired off. I do | 


not mention this for the purpose of suggesting 
any new system now, but this practice of pair- 


Senate; and I think it is very worthy of consid- 


eration. whether it should hereafter be allowed as || 


| adjourned. 
any apology for a gentleman not voting that he || J 


Here we have an illustration. | 


has paired off. 
Two gentlemen, who would make a quorum, 
show their presence by making this apology that 
they are paired off. ‘They have no right to pair, 
and it is no apology for not voting. By the rules 
of the Senate, every member present is bound to 
vote, and the Senate have a right to insist upen 
his voting. 


I believe that there are about | 
twenty Senators in the Chamber; it is near half 


The question is | 
on the amendment of the Senator from Florida to | 
the amendment of the House of eens 


I ask to be excused for inter- | 


ivision on the motion to adjourn, and if I had || 
not supposed that were so, I should have called 


We cannot tell until the | 


I mention this in order to say that | 


| 





|| 

| 
i 

i 


| 


| 





| 


} 
| 


| 


| 





gentlemen hereafter may not be taken by sur- | 


prise, if the right of the Senate to have them vote 
should be insisted upon against their private en- 
gagements not to vote. It is the right of the Sen- 
ate to say “‘ you must vote;”’ and they cannot dis- 
pense with that by any private engagement to 
pair off, 


Mr.PEARCE. I renew the motion to adjourn, | 


Mr. FOOT andothers. Letthe vote bedeclared. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Upon the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Florida, the yeas are 
17 and the nays 16; no quorum voting. 

The list is as follows: * 

YEAS—Messrs. Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Crittenden, Davis, 
Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, 


—— Polk, Powell, Rice, Sebastian, Toombs, and Yulee 


| again upon the amendment. 


: ° ° . | 
ing off is entirely unwarranted by the rules of the || The motion was agreed to: there being, on 
? 1| as b ’ ; 5? 
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ED 


] NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, 


Foster, Green, Hamlin, Harlan, Hemphill, King, Latham, 


. . . .|| Simmons, Ten Eyck, Wade, and Wilson—16. 
we concur in the proposition from the House of | 


Mr. PEARCE. I desire to know if that does 
not make’a quorum. There are but sixty-five 
members of the Senate. Seventeen and sixteen 
are thirty-three, which is a majority of all the 
Senate. There is a vacancy. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires thirty- 


Mr. HAMLIN. It takes a majority of the full 


|| body. ‘There are sixty-six Senators in a full 
Senate. 
Mr. PEARCE. But there are only sixty-five 
Senators, 


Mr. HAMLIN. There are sixty-six places. 

Mr. MALLORY. By the unanimous consent 
of the Senate, although the announcement of the 
vote has been made, I desire to record my vote. 
_ The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The vote has been announced; 
and I object. 

Mr. YULEE. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS. I think the Senate owes it to 
itself to compel those who are in attendance to 
vote. There are Senators here who have not voted. 
I think they are bound to appear in their seats and 
vote. 

Mr. GREEN. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
paired off? 

Mr. GREEN. Then they ought to vote. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no mo- 
tion at this time before the Senate. 

Mr. FOSTER. I ask that the roll be called 
I believe there is 


They have paired off. 
Suppose some of them have not 


now a quorum here. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If no objection be 
made, the Chair will cause the roll to be again 


, called, and the vote to be again taken. 


Mr. GREEN. 


I object. 
Mr. BIGLER. 


I should like to know on what 


| 


|| ground the vote of the Senator from Florida [Mr. 


| Matiory] was objected to. 


right to vote? 
Mr. MALLORY. 
clared. 


| The VICE PRESIDENT. 


Why has not hea 
The result had been de- 


The Senator from 
| Florida had no right to vote, except by unani- 
| mous consent, because the result had been de- 
clared by the Chair. 

Mr.GWIN. But there was no quorum. Now 





|| there isa quorum. Cannot the vote be taken over 


| again now? 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The vote has not 

| shown a quorum. If Senators will pause a mo- 

| ment, the Chair will have a count to ascertain 

| whether there is a quorum present. 

| ‘The Sergeant-at-Arms having counted the Sen- 

| ators present, the Vice President announced that 
there were twenty-nine Senators in the Chamber 
—not a quorum. 

| Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


adjourn. 


I move that the Senate 


a division—ayes 15, noes 12; and the Senate 
space cassia emai meas 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, June 19, 1860. 
The House met at cleven o’clockga. m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


| 
| 
| MESSAGE FROM THE SENATS. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
| Mr. Patron, one of their clerks, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed an act (H. R. 
| No. 500) making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
| 1861, with sundry amendments, in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 
| On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, it was 
Ordered, That the said bill of the House, No. 560, wito 
| the amendments of the Senate thereto, be referred to we 
Committee of Ways and Means, and that it be made a spe- 
| cial order at and after two o’clock this day. 
SAMUEL 8. RIND. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. lLask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to withdraw from the files of 


the House the papers in the case of Samuel 8. 
Rind. 
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SHELDON M’ KNIGHT. ; 

The SPEAKER announced as the regular order 
of business the motion of Mr. Ketrioae, of Mich- 
igan, and pending when the House adjourned 
yesterday, to suspend the rules so as to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole House from the 
further consideration of the bill of the Senate (No. 
30) for the relief of Sheldon McKnight, and to 
enable the House to consider the same, 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that there be a call of 
the House. I think there is no quorum present. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have 
been ordered on the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Before that ques- 
tion is put, I desire to have two letters read, which 
I have in my hand, from the Postmaster General. 

The SPEAKER. They can be read by unan- 
mous consent. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I object to anything out of 
the regular order of business. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose the bill 
and report will be read, and why not these two 


letters from the Department bearing upon the | 


question? ‘Then the House can vote understand- 
ingly. What objection to it there can be, I can- 
not conceive, except that they dare not have the 
truth, 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
bill. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Postmaster 
General to pay, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, to Sheldon Mc- 
Kuight, for carrying the United States mail from 
Cleveland, Ohio, and Detroit, Michigan, to Mack- 


inaw, Sault Ste. Marie, Marquette, Copper Har- || 
bor, Eagle Harbor, Eagle River, and Ontonagon, || 


Michigan, La Pointe and Superior, Wisconsin, 
from 1849 to 1857, inclusive, in all cases where 


it is shown to the satisfaction of the Postmaster | 


General that the mail was carried by authority of 


the postmasters or agents of the Post Office De- | 
partment, and without a contract with the Depart- | 


ment, an amount equal per trip to that now allowed 
by the Department for the same service, deduct- 
ing therefrom the amount heretofore paid. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move that there be acall of 
the House. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
port in that case? 

The SPEAKER. There is. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
be read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
read, 


Is there not a re- 


I hope the report will be 


The SPEAKER. The question is upon the | 


motion that there be a eall of the House. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. lI desire to say that the 


report, so faras it goes,does not show how much | 


money will be paid under this bill. I would in- 


quire of the gentleman from Michigan how much | 


money will this bill take out of the Treasury? 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. Forty-five 
thousand dollars. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. Well, now, I will say to 


the House that this man McKnight made a con- 


tract with the agents upon the line mentioned in | 


the bill; and has received every dollar which was 
agreed to be paid for conveying the mail, from 
1849 to 1857, inclusive. There ts a letter upon 
the Clerk’s table from the Postmaster General 
which will prove what I have said; and with this 
statement the House can pass this bill; then they 
can give this man $45,000. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose that a 
remark or two will be in order? 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. 
report be read. 

{r. SMITH, of Virginia. 
floor. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Texas insist upon his motion that there be a call 
of the House ? 

Mr. REAGAN. 
be read. 

Mr. BRANCH. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to have read the report and the let- 
ters which have been referred to. 

No objection was made. 

The report, which was read, shows that Mr. 
McKnight transported, at the request of the post- 
masters and agents of the Post Office Department, 
the United States mail, in steamboats, between 
Cleveland, Ohio, and Detroit, Michigan, and the 
several ports on Lake Huron and Lake Superior, 


I ask that the 


I believe I have the 


I do, unless these letters can 


I call for the reading of the | 


Then I ask that it | 


the season of navigation, for which service he has | 

| not received adequate compensation. | 

| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Now read these let- | 

| ters in the order in which I have placed them. | 
The letters were read, as follows: 

| 

| 


Post Orrice DerarTMENT, 
Conrract Orrice, June |, 1860. 
| _ Sin: The inclosed copies of letters, of January 22 and 
| January 26, 1859, addessed respectively to Hon. D. L. Ye- | 
| Lee and Sheldon McKnight, concerning the claims of the | 
| latter, indicate the views of the Department; and nothing | 

has since transpired to change the opinions therein ex- | 
| pressed. | 
Very respectfully, WM. H. DUNDAS, 
| Second Assistant Postmaster General. 


| Hon. WM. Smrrit, House of Representatives. 
| Post Orrice DerartTMeNT, January 22, 1859. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
| letter of the 11th instant, asking for the facts and views of 
|| the Department in relation to the claim of Sheldon Me- 
Knight, as presented in his memorial, thercin inclosed, pray- 
ing Congress to allow him adequate compensation tor 
conveying the mails on the Cleveland, Detroit, and Lake 
Superior route from year 1548 to the present time, by pass- 
ing a bill authorizing payment the same as was awarded 
G. & H. ‘Turner, by act approved 3d Junc, 1858. The De- 
partment was never enabled to discover any legitimate 
foundation for the claim of either the Messrs. Turners or 
Mr. McKnight, it having at all times paid to both parties | 
|| the full amount of the compensation agreed to be paid at | 
the comm-neement of the several seasons of navigation. 
| Mr. MeKuight has been in the service of the Department 
|} for a number of years, and justice to him requires it to be 
said that the uniform, efficient, and constant aid rendered 
by him tothe Departunent in effecting arrangements for the 
supply of the Lake Superior country, where so little com- 
petition exists, better entitles him, in the estimation of the | 
| Department, to the consideration of Congress than the 
Messrs. ‘Turners. 
Respectfully, &c., 


! 





AARON V. BROWN, 
Postmasler General. 
|| Hon. D. L. Yorer, United States Senate. 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
Conrracr Orrice, January 26, 1859. 

Sir: Your letter of this date making certain inquiries of 
the Department concerning the lake service trom Cleve- 
land to Ontonagon and Superior is reecived. In reply, I 
have to state that the mail service from Cleveland to On- | 
tonagon and Superior has not been under contract at any 
), time; but the Department has authorized certain rates for 
| trips, and also instructed postmasters to pay, upon mail mat- 
|| ter delivered by steamboats, certain rates per letter and per | 
|| paper. In May, 1848, the regular steamboat rates per letter | 
|} were two cents, and a half cent for each paper. June 14, 
1} Is51, these rates were reduced to one cent tor each letter, | 
| and one fourth ofa cent for each paper. On July 27, 1854, 
|| fifteen dollars per trip was allowed for service to Ontona- 
gon, Which continued until May 20, 1856, when fifty dollars | 
| per round trip was allowed. 
|} As regards your intercourse with the Department in per- 

forming mail service, and in furthering the mail facilities | 
|, upon the upper lakes, it is only simple justice to state that | 
your efforts in that direction have been incritorious and of 
|, an honorable character; and that you have, in some in- 
|| stances, been of great service to the Department in effect- 
|| ing the mail facilities forthat upper couutry. 
|} Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. DUNDAS, 
| 


Second Assistant Postmaster General. 
Suetvon McKwnicut, Esq., Washington, D. C. 


Mr. MAYNARD. 1 desire to know whether | 
|| that bill has been referred to a committee of the | 
|| House? 
| Mr. HELMICK. It has been referred to the | 
Post Office Committee, and has been unanimously 
reported from it. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The objectof hav- | 
ing these letters read was to show 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. 
| further discussion. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The object was to 
|| show that this man acted under a contract, and 
that he always received the pay which he had | 
| contracted to receive. | 
| 
| 





I object to 


ENROLLED BILL. 


| 
| Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 

rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- | 
|| amined and found truly enrolled an act (H. R. | 
No. 521) to incorporate the East Washington 
Library Association; when the Speaker signed 
the same. 

SHELDON M’KNIGHT—AGAIN. 


|| The question recurred on the motion to suspend 
|| the rules, on which the yeas and nays were or- 
|| dered. 

| Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I wish the bill 





to be read once more. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. KBLLOGG, of Michigan. I merely wish 
|| to say, in regard to this claim, that it passed the 
| Senate at last session, and also passed the House. 
| It was lost in the last hours of the session in con- 








ie , j 
| from the year 1848 up to the present time, during || 
|] 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. June 19, 





| Eliot, Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Fos 
| Gilmes, Gooch, Crem, Grow, Gurley, Hale 





| not-pass the House at the last session of 


| Nixon, Palmer, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Rice, Christophe 


| the bill. 











sequence of want of time. It was unanimous] 
recommended by the Post Office Commattec 

Mr. CURRY. I desire to say that this billdid 
Con. 
ress. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Tam perfectly wi). 
ing that the gentleman from Michigan should jp 
indulged in his remarks if a counter statement hp 
permitted. . 

The question was taken; and it was decided i 
the affirmative—yeas 94, nays 46; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Aldrich, Alley, Wi 
liam C. Anderson, Barr, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Baye. 
Bouligny, Brayton, Briggs, Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame’ 
Butterfield, Carter, Case, Colfax, Corwin, Covode, Cox 
Curtis, Davidson, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edwards’ 

ter, Fren h, 


Hall, He 
. >: veent ’ > Ue 
mick, William Howard, William A. Howard, ale 


whi . i ae i vr? or 3 youre ~ 
Hutchins, Junkin, ] rancis W - Kellogg, William Kellogg, 
Kenyon, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longneeke, 
Loomis, Marston, Maynard, McKean, McKnight, MePher. 
son, Moorhead, Edward Joy Merris, Nelson, Niblack 


: ss : > t 
Robinson, Royce, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stevens 


William Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Tomy, 
kins, Train, Vallandigham, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Wal. 
ton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Web. 
ster, Wells, and Woodruff—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Avery, Barksdate, Bonhai, 
Branch, Bristow, Burnett, Burnham, Clopton, Cobb, Buy. 
ton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Reuben Davis, Edmundson, 
English, Gartrell, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hatton, 
Hoard, Houston,Jenkins, Jones, Killinger Landrum, James 
M. Leach, Leake, Maclay, Mallory, McRae, Millson, syq- 
enham Moore, Pendleton, Perry, Pevton, Quarles, Reagan, 
Riggs, Ruflin, William Smith, William N. H. Smit, 
Thomas, Underwood, Vance, and Wright—46. F 

So (two thirds voting therefor) the rules were 
suspended; and the Committee of the Whole 
House was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the bill. 

During the vote, 

Mr. EDGERTON stated that he had paired 
with Mr. Martin, of Ohio. 

Mr. McK NIGHT stated that he voted “ ay;” 
but he wanted it understood that he was no rela- 
tion of his by blood or otherwise. 

Mr. WILSON stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Lamar. 


The vote was announced as above recorded. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I presentan amendmentto 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I will accept 


the amendment, and then move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Provided, That the sum allowed by virtue of this act shall 
not, in anywise, exceed $45,000. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object to it; be- 
cause it is a limitation on the amount which this 
man is entitled to, if he is entitled toa cent. I 
have no idea of cheating the man out of what he 
is entitled to, if he is entitled to anything at all. 
This is a system of attempting to get countenance 
for improper claims. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation, 
the bill was read the third time. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, which was on the passage 
of the bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I call for the yeas 
and nays. I trust nobody is afraid to meet this 
question. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. es 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 55; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, Aldrich, William C. An- 
derson, Barr, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Bouligny, Brayton, 
Briggs, Butlinton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butter- 
field, Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, Corwin, Covode, Cox, 
Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Etiot, Eth- 
eridge, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Freneh, Gooch, Graliain, 
Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Hatton, 
Helmick, William Howard, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 
William Kellogg, Kenyon, DeWitt C. Leach, —- 
Marston, Maynard, McKean, McPherson, Moorhead, Ee P 
ward Joy Morris, Morse, Nelson, Nixon, Palmer, Porter, 
Potter, Riee, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Somes, Spi 
ver, William Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, 
Tompkins, Train, ‘Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Vers * 
Wade, Walton, Cadwalader ©. Washburn, Ellibu B. Ww ash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Windom, and Woodrut— 
87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, 
Blake, Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Burnett, Clopton, Co 2. 
Burton Craige, Curry, Reuben Davis, De sarnette, Edmup 


Is this amendment 
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1860. 


Gartrell, Gilmer, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hill, 
qyston, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Killinger, Landrum, 
1 Leach, Leake, Love, Maclay, Mallory, Mc- 
Miles, Sydenham Moore, Niblack, Pen- 


soh, 
Hoard, ul 
James } : 
Queen, McRae, 
dietor 
Thomas Underwood, Vallandigham, Vance, Winslow, 
and Wriglit—59. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, moved to re- | 


consider the vote by which the bill was passed; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. . 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
EQUAL JUSTICE TO ALL THE STATES. 


Mr. GILMER obtained the floor. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask for the regular order 
of business. + 4 

The SPEAKER. This is the regular order of 
business. ae 

Mr. STANTON. I must insist on the regular 
order of business, which is the calling of commit- 
tees for reports. 1 want to make reports from the 
Military Committee. 

Mr. GILMER. I move to suspend the rules 
to discharge the Judiciary Committee from the 
further consideration of House bill No. 322, ‘to 
do equal justice to the States,”’ in order to have 
it put upon its passage. F 

The bill was read. It provides that from and 
after and during this Congress, in all cases when 
any portion of the public land is granted by Con- 


gress to any State, or to any county, township, | 
school, company, or corporation in any State, | 


there shall also, at the same time, be granted to 
each of the other States, other public lands in 


quantity so that each State, at the same time, shall | 


receive of the public lands equally in proportion 
to the representation of such States in Congress; 
provided, however, that in a grant of the right of 
way for roads ofall kinds through the public lands 
inany State, and the lands given to any State on 
its admission, shall not entitle the other States to 
receive any lands as an equivalent therefor. It 


directsthat the Commissioner of the Public Lands, | 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte- | 


rior, shall issue to each of the States land warrants 
to the amount in all to which each State is entitled 
under this act, and it authorizes the States sever- 
ally to receive and to sell and dispose of the land 


warrants for their own useful purposes, and the | 


warrants are to be valid and effectual in the hands 


of any owner or holder thereof, and may be lo- | 
cated by such owner or holder upon any public | 


lands for sale or subject to private entry, and the 
same fees to be paid therefor by the holders thereof. 
And the title of the land so located by any owner 
or holder of the land warrants shall be secured 
and perfected to such owner or holder in the same 
manner as other land warrants issued by the Uni- 
ted States. The land warrants shall be engraved 
and printed, so as to prevent deception and coun- 
terfeiting; shall be signed by the Secretary of the 
Interior or Commissioner of the Public Lands, or 
for them by such other persons as the Secretary 
may direct, and countersigned by the Governor 


of each State receiving the same, or by such other | 


ofiicers as the States may respectively designate 
for that purpose; and the land warrants be for not 
less than eighty nor over-one hundred and sixty 
acres each; provided no State shall be authorized 


to locate any warrants in its own name or for its | 


own benefit; and that no warrants issued under 
the provisions of this act shall be located upon 
any lands to which there shall be any preémption 
right, or on which there shall be any actual set- 
tlement or cultivation, except by the person hold- 
ing such preémption right, or by such settler or 
cultivator, 

It also enacts that hereafter, whenever, at the 
end of each fiscal year, there shall remain in the 
Treasury of the United States a surplus over and 
above the immediate demands on the Treasury, 
and the sum of $6,000,000, subject to the Treas- 
urer’s draft in payment of warrants, such surplus 
shall be deposited with such of the several States, 
in proportion to their respective representation in 
the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States, as shall by “ authorize their 
treasurers or other competent authorities to re- 
ceive the same on the terms hereinafter specified ; 
and the Secretary of the Treasury shall deliver 
the Same to such treasurers or other competent 
authorities on receiving certificates of deposit 


). Peyton, Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, Ruttiin, Wil- || 
Sinith. Willian N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stanton, |! 

















such form as may be prescribed by the Secretary, 
which certificates shall express the usual and legal 
obligations, and pledge the faith of the State for 
the safe-keeping and repayment thereof, and shall 
pledge the faith of the States receiving the same 


| to pay the moneys, from time to time, whenever 
the same shall be required, under the authority of | 


Congress, by the Secretary of the Treasury for 


the purpose of defraying any wants of the public | 


Treasury beyond the amount of the $6,000,000; 
provided, that if any State declines to receive its 
proportion of the surplus on the terms before 
named, the same shall be deposited with the other 
States agreeing to accept the same on deposit in 
the proportion aforesaid; and provided further, 
that when said money or any part thereof shall 
be wanted by the Secretary to meet appropria- 


tions by law, the same shall be called for in rata- | 


ble proportions, within one year, as nearly as 
conveniently may be, from the different States 
with which the same is deposited, and shall not 
be called for in sums exceeding $10,000 from any 
one State in any one month without previous 
notice of thirty len for every additional sum of 
$20,000 which may at any time be required; and 
provided further, that the surplus moneys in the 


‘Treasury required to be deposited shall not ex- || 
ceed the proceeds of the sales of the public lands | 


from and after the passage of this act. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
chance here. [Laughter.] 
Mr. BURCH. As it is impossible to make the 
provisions retroactive, Ll object to the reception of 
that bill. 


Mr. HATTON. I move to suspend the rules; | 


and on that I call for the yeas and nays. I want 
to see who is in favor of justice in disbursing 
these public lands. 

ry 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 53, nays 89; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Green Adams, William C. Anderson, 


Francis P. Blair, Boteler, Bouligny, Brabson, Branch, 
Briggs, Bristow, Burlingame, Horace F. Clark, Corwin, 
Covode, HU. Winter Davis, Dawes, Eliot, Etheridge, Foster, 
Fouke, Gilmer, Gooch, Hale, Hardeman, J. Morrison Har- 
ris, Hatton, Helmick, Hill, Hoard, William A. Howard, 


Humphrey, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kilgore, Killinger, | 


James M. Leach, Longnecker, Mallory, Maynard, Edward 
Joy Morris, Nelson, Nixon, Perry, Rice, Royee, Sedgwick, 
William N. II. Smith, Somes, Stokes, Stratton, Thayer, 
Underwood, Vallandigham, and Webster—53. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Allen, Alley, Ashley, Ash- || 
more, Avery, Barksdale, Bingham, Blake, Bonham, Buffin- || 
ton, Burch, Burnett, Burnham, Butterticld, Carey, Case, 


Clopton, Cobb, Colfax, Cox, Curry, Davidson, Jolin G. 
Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Delano, Edmundson, 
English, Ferry, Florence, Gartrell, Graham, Grow, Gur- 


Hutchins, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Kenyon, DeWitt C. 
Leach, Leake, Lee, Loomis, Love, Maclay, McKean, Me- 
Pherson, McQueen, Miles, Sydenham Moore, Moorhead, 
Niblack, Palmer, Pendleton, Pettit, Peytou, Porter, Potter, 
Pugh, Reagan, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, Ruffin, Single- 
ton, William Siwith, Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, James 
A. Stewart, Tappan, Taylor, Thomas, Tompkins, Trimble, 
Verree, Wade, Cadwaiader C. Washburn, Elliu B. Wash- 


burne, Wells, Windom, Winslow, Woodruff, Woodson, | 


and Wright—s9. 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the | 


rules were not suspended, 

During the vote, 

Mr. BRANCH, when his name was called, 
said: In the hope and anticipation of having an 
opportunity to amend this bill, so that it will do 
equal and exact justice to all the States without 
violating the Constitution, I vote ‘‘ay.’’ + 

Mr. BURCH, when his name was called, said: 
Knowing that it would be impossible to do equal 
justice to all the States without making the bill 
retroactive, I vote **no.”’ 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, when his name was 
called, said: I was so much delighted with the 
title of the bill that I felt I could not help voting 
for it; but, sir, it was like most of the promises 
that have been made, full of deception. I there- 
fore vote *‘no.’’ 

The result was announced as above recorded. 


EMILIE G. JONES AND NANCY M. JOHNSON. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I ask the unan- 
imousconsent of the House to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House from the further con- 
sideration of Senate bill (C. C. No. 206) for the 


relief of Emilie G. Jones, executrix of Zhomas P, | 


Jones, and Nancy M. Johnson, administratrix of 
Walter M. Johnson, deceased. If the House 
will hear me for a moment, I think there will be 





Oh, that has no r 


| to be heard here. 
ley, John ‘I’. Harris, Houston, William Howard, Hughes, || 


| the rules. 
| have this thing continue, 





‘| no objection. Itisa bill which has passed the 


Court of Claims unanimously, which has passed 
the Senate twice unanimously, and is unani- 
mously reported from the Committee of Claims of 
this House. 

The bill was read. The first section directs the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Emilie G. 


Jones, executrix of Thomas P. Jones, deceased, 


the sum of $2,250, in full for the services of 


| Thomas P. Jonesas a member of the board of ex- 


aminers appointed by the Secretary of the Navy 
under the provisions of: the act of Congress ap- 
proved March 3, 1843, entitled ** An act to mod- 
ify the act entitled ‘An act to provide for the 
better security of the lives of passengers on board 
of vessels propelled in whole orin part by steam,’ ”’ 
approved July 7, 1838. The second section di- 
rects the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 
Nancy M. Johnson, administratrix of Walter R. 
Johnson, deceased, the sum of $2,250, in full for 
the services of Walter R. Johnson as a member 
of the board of examiners appointed by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, under the orovisions of the 
same act of Congress, approved March 3, 1843. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [call for the reading of the 
report in that case. 

rhe report was read. It sets forth that Thomas 
P. Jones and Walter R. Johnson were, together 
with Charles Reeder, appointed members of a 
** board of examiners to make experimental trials 
of inventions and plans to prevent the explosion 
of steam boilers;’’ that they were appointed by 
the Secretary of the Navy, in April, 1843, and on 
the 14th of that month entered on the discharge 
of their duties, and continued thus employed until 
the 30th March, 1844. Their compensation was 
fixed at $300 per month. This amount was paid 
them until August, 1843, when the appropriation 
wasexhausted. Noappropriation has since been 
made out of which the amount could be paid, and 
the present claim is for the amount of salary fixed 
by the Secretary of the Navy. 

There being no objection to the bill, it was or- 
dered to a third reading; and was accordingly read 


| the third time, and passed. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

A. T. SPENCER AND GURDON 8. HUBBARD. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH obtained the floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to a privi- 
leged question, if a privileged question is entitled 
I desire to make a motion to 
adjourn, and to ask the yeas and nays upon that 
motion, because you see what an undignified 


| scene we have presented here before us, in a grand 


rush for the purpose of moving a suspension of 
[ think we had better adjourn than to 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
has the floor. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move a suspension 
of the rules, for the purpose of discharging the 
Committee of the Whole House from the further 
consideration of Senate bill No. 221, for the re- 
lief of A. P. Spencer and Gurdon 8S. Hubbard. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would inquire if 
there was not a similar motion made the other day 
in this case ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no knowledge 
of it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. [ will state 
that this is one of the justest claims that ever came 
before Congress. 

Mr. LIOUSTON. Is it in order to move that 
the House take a recess now? If it is, I make 
that motion. 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order at present. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thenl move that the House 
do now adjourn; and I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon it. 

Mr. BURNETT demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Curry and 


Tappan were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported 


| thirty in the affirmative. 


So the yeas and nays were ordered. : 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the negative—yeas 18, nays 139; as follows: 


YEAS —Messrs. Ashmore, Avery, Bonham, Burnett, 


a 
i 

7a 

. 


Bit 





Ne ee 


\eceitelieth initia oeeoee 


| hse St tk 





3168 





Burton Craige, Crawford, Houston, Jones, Keitt, Landrum, | 





Love, Maclay, McQueen, Miles, Pugh, Reagan, ‘Thoinas, | 


and Underwood—I8&. 
NAYS—Mesars. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Allen, 


| 


Alley, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Beale, 1] 


Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Blake, Boteler, 
Brabson, Branch, Briggs, Bristow, Buflinton, Burch, Bur- 
lingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Carey, Carter, Case, Clop- 


ton, Cobb, Colfax, Corwin, Covode, Cox, Curry, Davidson, | 


John G. Davis. Reuben Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, Del- 
ano, Duell, Dunn, Edmundson, Eliot, Ely, English, Farns- 
worth, Florence, Foster, French, Gartrell, Gooch, Grow, 
Gurley, Hate, Hall, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, John 
T. Harris. Hatton, Helmick, Hill, Hoard,William Howard, 
William A. foward, Hughes, Humphrey, Jenkins, Junkin, 
Francis W. Keliogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, 


Bouligny, | 


Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Leake, Lee, Longnecker, | 
Loomis, Mallory, Maynard, McKean, McKnight, Millson, | 


Laban ‘i’. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Edward Joy Morris, lsaac N. Morris, Nelson, Nixon, Olin, 
Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Potter, Quarles, Rice, Riggs, 
Christopher Robinson, Royce, Ruffin, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Sickles, Singleton, William Smith, William N. Il. Smith, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevens, James 
A. Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, ‘Taylor, Thayer, 
‘Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vance, Vandever, Van Wyck, 
Verree, Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








_ Mr. FARNSWORTH. | will hear it read for | 
information. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, That the States and Territories shall be called 
by name, and as called, a member from the State or Ter- 
ritory se called may rise trom his place and move a suspen- 
sion of the rules in such cases as he may name, upon which 


| the House shall proceed in order until its final disposition ; 


| and when 


such States and Territories shall be called 
through, the call shall be recommenced and proceeded with | 
in like manner. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I must object to that. | 
Mr. STANTON. 


I shall be under the neces- | 


| sity of appealing from the decision of the Chair | 
i 


overruling my point of order; and I ask for the | 
reading of the rule. 
The Clerk read the rule, as follows: 


“When a member is about to speak in debate on any | 
matter before the House, he shall rise from his seat and 


address himself respectiully to the Speaker.”’ 


| the floor unless he rises from his own seat. 


i$. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson,Windom, | 


Winsiow, Woodruff, Woodson, and Wright—139. 


During the roll-call, 
Mr. QUARLES, when his name was called, 


said: I was temporarily absent from the Hall 


when the vote was taken onthe bill of the gentle- || 


man from North Carolina [Mr. Gitmer] to do 
equal justice to all the States. 
I should have voted to suspend the rules. Whilst 
my vote would not have altered the result, I de- 
sire this statement to appear on the record. 

Mr. VANCE, when fr name was calied, said: 
When the vote was taken just now onthe motion 
of my colleague to suspend the rules and put upon 
its passage his bill for equalizing the distribution 
of the public lands among the several States, I 
was temporarily absent, having gone to the Sen- 
ate with a constituent and friend. Had I been 
present, I should have voted in favor of the sus- 

ension. 

Mr. CARTER said: As there is some import- 
ant business from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia that should be laid before the House, 
I vote **no.”’ 


The SPEAKER was proceeding to announce | 


the result of the vote. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The names have not been 
read over,and unless the gentleman from Ohio is 
ready with some of the appropriation bills, I in- 
sist on their being read. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. 
tion. I desire to say to the House, as chairman 
of the Committee on Enrollment, that there are 
five or six bills on the Speaker’s table that have 


vassed the House, and have been returned from |! : ; 
, F ‘| gan, and the same ports upon Lake Superior. 


the Senate with slight amendments. If you do 
not take them up and dispose of those amend- 
ments before you act on the appropriation bills, 
the prospect is that you will lose them, because 
the Committee on Enrolled Bills will have no op- 
portunity to report them. I therefore move that 
the House proceed to the business on the Speak- 
er’s table. 


If 1 had been in, | 


| the centerarea, 


| tleman from Illinots was In order. 


| United States mail from Chicago, Illinois, to Mack- 


I rise to a privileged ques- | 


| the Department, under contract last season, to the | 
| owners of the steamers Nerth Star and Illinios, 


| report. 


Mr. HOUSTON. That is not a privilegéd 


question. 

The SPEAKER. That course can be taken 
by unanimous consent, 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I object, until the 
motion of my colleague is disposed of. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, 
I have done my duty. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I now ask that the 
names on the motion to adjourn be read over. 

The names were read over; and the Speaker 
announced that the motion to adjourn was dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 


I now insist on my 
motion to suspend the rules. 


Mr. STANTON, I rise to a question of order. | 


I make the point of order that the gentleman from 
lilinois was not entitled to be recognized, as he 
was not in his seat at the time. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 will bet that the 
gentleman cannot find my seat in this Hall. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. 

Mr. STANTON, 
the subject read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the gentle- 
man from Hlinois to allow me to offer a resolution 
which will save us all a great deal of trouble. It 
will not interfere with his motion. 


Task to have the rule on 
|| House had better adjourn. 


Well, if the bills are lost, | 


| performed. 
| contracted for at the rate of $100 per trip, which, 


| fixed the compensation for this service at the same 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Apply the 
same rule to my friend from Ohio, and where 
would he be? 

Mr.STANTON. Right here. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Ido not see 
his name marked on the seat where he now is. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen have no partic- 
ular seats in this Hall. They sit where they 
please. 

Mr. STANTON. Ifthe rule was observed, it 
would avoid all this confusion, and rushing into 


Mr. STANTON. No gentleman is entitled to | 





The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
No seats have 
been drawn for or specially assigned this session; 
and therefore it is impossible to say when a 
member is in his seat or out of tt. 

Mr. SICKLES. Let the bill be read. 


The bill was read. It directs the Postmaster | 


General to pay, out of any money in the Treas- || 


ury not otherwise appropriated, to A. 'T. Spen- 
cer and Gurdon 8S. Hubbard, for carrying the 


inac, SaultSte. Marie, Marquette, Copper Harbor, 
Eagle Harbor, Eagle River, and Ontonagon, Mich- 
igan,and La Pointe and Superior, Wisconsin, from 
1854 to 1859, inclusive, in all cases where it is 
shown to the satisfaction of the Postmaster Gen- | 
eral that the mail was carried by authority of the 
postmasters or agents of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, and without a contract with the Depart- | 
ment,an amount equal per trip to that allowed by 


performing similar trips between Detroit, Michi- 


Mr. HOARD. ask for the reading of the 

The report was read. 

Mr. HOARD. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Illinois how much money this bill will prob- 
ably take from the Treasury, if it is passed ? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. | will give the gentle- 
man what information I have upon that subject. | 
lt appeared, from the proof which was before the 
committee, that one hundred and three trips were 
The same service was afterwards 


as itis over a route of twelve hundred miles, is 
very cheap service. The committec, therefore, 


rate. . 

Mr. HOARD. I now desire to ask the gentle- | 
man another question. If the rules are sus- 
pended, will the gentleman permit an amendment 
to be offered limiting the amount to $10,300, 
which will be at the rate he names? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Yes, sir; lam _ will- 
ing that such an amendment should be offered. 
It may endanger the bill itself, as it would have 
to go back to the Senate; but f£ am willing it 
should be offered. 

Mr. BRANCH. LIeall for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion to suspend the rules. 





suspend the rules on the table. 


The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 
Mr. STANTON. Well, sir, then I think the 
This combination 


shall not pPofit with my consent. I move that the 


| 
} 
| 
' 


| House adjourn; and on that motion | call the yeas 
. 


and nays. 


Mr. STANTON. I move to lay the motion to 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to obtain 


i 


— 











_ June 19, 


. ° eS 
some information from the gentleman from Lili 


|| nois in reference to this matter. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. If the House adjourn 
now, when will it meet again? 
The SPEAKER. Ateleven 0’clock to-morrow 
Mr. BURNETT. I call for tellers on ordering 
the yeas and nays. 8 
| ‘Tellers were not ordered. 
| The yeas and nays were not ordered, 
The motion to adjourn was disagreed to, 
| The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
to suspend the rules. ® 
| Mr. BURNETT. I now move that the House 
adjourn; and upon that motion I call for the yeas 
and nays. , 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| _ The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 22, nays 134; as follows: 
| . YEAS—Messrs. Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Bonham 
| Bristow, Burnett, Burton Craige, Crawford, John G, Davis: 
| ill, Jones, Keitt, Love, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Pugh: 
| Sickles, William Stewart, Tappan, Thomas, and Under. 
| wood—22. 
NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Aljey 
| William C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Beale, Bins, 
ham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Bocock, Bouligny, Boyce 
Brabson, Branch, Brayton, Briggs, Buflinton, Burch, jy; 


ees 
| lingame, Burnhain, Butterfield, Carey, Carter, Case, (jy 
ton, Cobb, Colfax. Corwin, Cox, Curry, Curtis, Davidson 
H. Winter Davis, Dawes, De Jarnette, Delano, Duell, £4’ 
| mundson, Eliot, Ely, English, Etheridge, Farnswor) 
Ferry, Florence, Foster, Fouke, French, Gartrell, Gijmer’ 
Graham, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, John T. Harris, Hat’ 
ton, Helmick, Hloard, Houston, William Howard, Willian 
| A. Howard, Hughes, Hutchins, Jenkins, Junkin, Frayeis 
| W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger 
| Landrum, Larrabee, Leake, Lee, Loomis, Maynard, Mec. 
Kean, McKnight. McPherson, Millward, Laban ‘I’. Moore, 
Sydenham Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Nelson, Niblack, 
Nixon, Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, 
Porter, Potter, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, Christopher Robjin- 
son, Royce, Ruftin, Sedgwick, Sherman, Singleton, William 
| N. H. Smith, Somes, Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, ste- 
| venson, Stokes, Stratton, Taylor, Thayer, ‘Vheaker, ‘Tomp- 
kins, Train, Trimble, Vance, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wjj- 
| son, Windom, Woodruff, Woodson, and Wright—134. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


During the call of the roll, 

Mr. HILL, when his name was called, said: 
I discover that there is a sense of returning jus- 
| tice upon the part of this House. We have been 

hastening the public business too rapidly. I have 
| heretofore voted a ‘* no”’ upon these motions to 
| adjourn; but in the present instance I shill vote 
in the affirmative, finding that the sense of the 
House seems to be that the proper course is to 
come here and sit for an hour or two, and then 
retire, and meditate upon the public business. 
{Laughter.] 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
suspend the rules. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Irise to a question 
of privilege. I desire to make a report from the 
committee of conference on the Army bill. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 1 desire to know 
if that necessarily supersedes the motion to sus- 
pend the rules? If it does, I object. 

TheSPEAKER. Itdoes not, if the gentleman 
insists upon his objection. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. 
objection. 

Mr. BARR, (in his seat.) I object. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I hope the gentleman will 
not insist upon his objection. It is necessary, I! 
these bills are to be enrolled, and the committee 
have time to examine them, that they should be 
passed. - ; 
| Mr. BARR. I will say I have been trying for 
| four weeks to get the floor to get up a private bill 

for the benefit of a poor man. I object. ; 
Mr. MALLORY. The gentleman from New 
York objected in time, but did it in his seat. 
| submitthat the objection could not have been prop- 
erly received by the Chair. - 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will consider the 

report before the House. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, from the committee 
of conference on the Army bill, then submitted 
the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. No. 
305) making appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending the 30th of Jane, 1861, having met, after a 
full and free conference have agreed to recommend to their 
respective Houses, as follows: , 

‘That the Senate recede from the following amendments: 
fifth, tenth, eleventh, forty-eighth. ws 

‘That the House recede from their disagreement tot 
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